
1 

THE ADJUTANT 
December 2018 

The Official Newsletter of the Napoleonic Association .                          Vol.3/2018 

www.NapoleonicAssociation.org 

 

The new plaque unveiled on the wall of the house in Astorga, where Sir John Moore stayed before 

retreating to Coruna. This ceremony took place on Saturday 13th October 2018 in the very narrow 

street outside the house, and was performed by Rob Yuill, who took the role of General Moore for the 

event.                                                                                                             Photo by Kate Lobb 
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Editor’s Page 

Hello everyone, 

 

Welcome to the 3rd edition of the Adjutant for 2018, and what an exciting year 

it has been. Since the Summer edition was published, we have had a sunny, 

warm weekend at Ickworth, the Battle Proms, Hole Park in September and to 

finish the season, an interesting event at Astorga in Northern Spain. Reports 

from some of these can be found in the following pages so read on… 

 

We have news of next year’s planned programme as well, from our new Events 

Officer, Rob Draper. 

 

For the first time in several years, the NA have received two nominations for the 

appointment of General commanding the British Forces of the NA. This means 

that you will have been asked by Adrian Lobb to cast your unit votes, and in 

order to give everyone the opportunity to study the contestants’ manifestos, they 

are published in this newsletter for you to read, so that you can tell your Unit 

CO who you would prefer. 

 

Tickets have now been on sale for a couple of months for the next NA Party, which will be held at the 

Athenaeum in Bury St Edmunds on 16th March 2019.  It is a splendid venue and in order to keep the cost 

down for our members, some tickets at a higher price are going on sale now to non-members, so order your 

places now to avoid disappointment. For your information, I am already looking at a possible venue further west 

for 2020, as I know East Anglia is a long way for some of our Cornish members. 

 

I wonder if any of you have seen the new film which came out recently by Mike Leigh, about Peterloo? We went 

to see it recently and found it to be over long, but essentially a very interesting film. I was especially struck by the 

quality of the costumes, and I think any camp followers looking for clothing ideas would find it of particular 

interest. 

 

Christmas is almost upon us now, and by now some of you will have already held your end of season parties and 

AGMs. I recently attended the 2nd Foot’s Regimental Dinner, a very enjoyable party and hope to see some of 

you at the 44th’s party in a week’s time. 

 

Do keep sending me your news and interesting articles.  

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and another great re-enactment season in 2019.     

Kate  

Photo © Susan Catley. 
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Great News 
It is always good to report an arrival, and we are delighted to announce that there is a new 
member in the 32nd Cornish Regiment. 

John and Nicky Danning are now the proud parents of William Arthur Lewin Danning, who was 
born on 14th November 2018. 

On behalf of all our members, The Adjutant would like to send all the very best wishes to all 
three. We look forward to seeing baby William at an event in 2019. 
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Chairman’s Report 

We have come to the end of what has been a somewhat disappointing 

season. The bad weather in the first part of the year resulted in the 

cancellation of Ickworth and when it was held it was probably the 

wettest and coldest events I have attended. We then unfortunately had 

the cancellation of our major event at Aldershot for reasons beyond the 

control of the Association. Hole Park was a success and overseas events 

at Quatre Bras and Astorga were interesting for different reasons! 

You will be aware that Tony Wilkes has decided to stand down as Event 

Officer. Robert Draper has volunteered to take over as Event Officer 

subject to his election at the next AGM. He has been shadowing Tony during this year and has 

been developing the Event Programme for next year. The handover has resulted in the Event 

programme being announced later than normal but the dates are now set for all the events 

except one for which we have a provisional date.  

One of the highlights of next year’s programme will the event at Huntingdon on 21
st
 and 22

nd
 of 

July. The Event is in support of the issuing by Huntingdon District Council of the Charter 

founding the Norman Cross Trust. The aim of the Trust is to raise the money required to 

purchase the field that was the site of the Norman Cross Prisoner of War Camp. The 

Association is privileged to be asked to take part in such an important Napoleonic Event. The 

Executive Committee have agreed with a request from the Sponsor that as this is a major 

Napoleonic Event that we should invite non-NA units to attend. This will therefore be our 

annual open event and Hole Park will become an NA only event. The Executive Committee 

would like to thank Bob Picking for his hard work in bringing this event to fruition. 

One of the aims of the Association is to make contact with the organisers of overseas events to 

ensure where possible that the interests of Members are protected and that the events are run 

safely. We have had an initial meeting with Memorial 1815 on the organisation of the 2019 and 

2020 Waterloo events. Memorial 1815 have asked that the NA be fully involved in the 

organisation of those events following our work in support of Waterloo 200. The events will be 

the weekend after the 18
th
 of June so put 22

nd
/23

rd
 In 2019 and 20

th
/21

st
 2020 in your diaries. 2019 

will be the smaller event with a bigger one in 2020. We will keep you informed on these 

Waterloo events as detailed planning is undertaken.  

We are also in contact with the organisers of Veere and will continue to monitor developments 

on that event. 

Public Liability Insurance will be provided to NA members for both Waterloo and Veere.  

For the last three years we have been in discussions with the organisers of events in Spain and 

with the Spanish NA. Our major accomplishment has been to persuade the organisers wherever 

possible not to stage events in June in competition with Waterloo. We have now developed 

close contacts with the Spanish NA and will continue to develop those contacts further. We are 

not aware of the dates of any major events in Spain, but we will inform you if we get any 

information. 

On a sad note John Grieg of the 9
th
 passed away in July and I am sure you will join with the 

Executive Committee in sending condolences to Eleanor and her family. 

Well it just leaves me on behalf of the Executive Committee to wish you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

Martyn 

 Photo © Alan Balding 



5 

The British Division 2018 Review 

Major General Edwin (Ed) Parker AGC 

 

Hi everyone, it’s great to have this opportunity to talk to you all after what has 

been a somewhat mixed year. If you can remember, it started off with the 

lousy weather that forced the cancellation of the original date for the 

Ickworth event, and we just got away at the end of the postponed event 

before the weather descended upon us once again. And then we experienced 

one of the driest summers for many a year. Re-enacting in 2018 was an even 

more enjoyable pastime than normal. 

For me there were two obvious highlights. Overseas it was the first ever event at Quatre Bras. 

Managed by re-enactors for re-enactors, it was a triumph both militarily and socially. One of the 

best “beer barns” ever, and the battles were run in such a way as to give us the chance to 

recreate as many scenarios as was possible with our limited resources. There were times when I 

thought the French were enjoying themselves maybe a bit too enthusiastically. But then to be 

fair it was one of the few opportunities they have in this part of the world to experience anything 

near to a victory (even if we reckon at best they got a draw). 

One of the difficulties we face when re-enacting abroad is that we are frequently having to work 

within the parameters set by the organisers and sometimes their scenarios may not necessarily 

go along with what we might like to do. But you can be assured that when we get the 

opportunity we negotiate very hard to get over our ideas and points. And where I can, I get the 

support from the Brigade CO’s to add their weight to any arguments. We do the best we can. 

At home, with you guys, it had to be Hole Park. It can be a bit of a trek to get there for many of 

us but the venue makes it well worth the effort.  I thought we had two terrific days. 

Congratulations are due to Duncan for assembling a French army as numerous and well 

organised as I have ever seen it. Our Brigades worked well and we managed to get sufficient 

variety in the skirmishes to give everyone a good chance to contribute. I have to admit the whole 

weekend kept me well entertained.  

The 2019 event programme, even as I write this in late November, is beginning to come 

together, and I am sure that elsewhere in this Adjutant there will be a full list of what the NA has 

in store for us. There will be a new NA event team in place for next year, so I am sure we are 

expecting great things from them and I can assure them that they will have  our support. I know 

that Tony Wilks will still be around to add his experience to the new team. This gives me the 

opportunity to thank Tony on our behalf for his hard work over the past few years. 

 Overseas in 2019, Veere looks like it will be a major highlight and if you are thinking of 

returning to Waterloo post 2015, next year could give you a run out before what we hope, will 

be a bit of a show in 2020 (205
th
 anniversary event).  

Finally my thanks for their support to my two chief staff personnel, Adrian Lobb and Matt 

Ring , both of whom are tireless in their support and of course my thanks to our Brigade 

Commanders, all of whom I know have your trust and who make my job a lot easier and more 

enjoyable. And finally my thanks to all of you for your support over the past few years – 

Working with you has made it fun. 

Major General Edwin (Ed) Parker AGC 

Commander - British Division  
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From the French Brigade 

As always, at this time of year, it is helpful to reflect back upon what has 
been achieved and what the new challenges are that await us just over the 
horizon. 2018 promised and delivered a number of large and small, 
excellent, UK and foreign based events. French and Allied units have been 
kept busy fighting for either their Emperor or their King(s) and despite the 
fighting there appears to have been an increased level of camaraderie and 
socialising between the opposing forces outside of the ‘prescribed’ military 
hours. This has been good to see and has led, indirectly, to units sharing 
ideas, contacts, skills and knowledge across the NA. All of which enable us 
to enhance our portrayals and performances in the field. 
 
It has also been a year of change for many. For some, like Paul Wisken (long term member of the 
NA, early member of 21e and long-standing member of 45e), it has been a year where life and 
other priorities have led to him semi-retiring from Napoleonic reenactment. Paul (and his lovely 
wife Chrissy) was instrumental in Wes and I getting involved in the hobby so it will feel quite 
strange knowing we’re unlikely to see him again on the battlefield. Paul did a lot for the NA and 
the 45e and I wish him all the best in his new ventures.  
 
For others it has meant a change of direction and hopefully a change into a new French grenadier 
role(s). Mick and Christine Smith and their gun crew decided to call time on having to transport 
and manoeuvre their artillery piece around country and field. They have been the mainstay of the 
French artillery for many years and will be sadly missed. Mick was also a very able and 
supportive 2inC for the French Brigade. The hope is that some or all the 3eme artillerie will take 
up the new challenge of becoming grenadiers.  
 
One of the biggest changes within the Brigade has been the formation of a new second battalion 
21e. Made up primarily from members of the original premier battalion 21e, the second have 
affiliated with the NA and have already been vigorously recruiting new members into their ranks. 
They have an amazing energy, are full of new ideas and have amassed quite a following on 
various social media platforms. We look forward to working alongside them and have already 
planned joint training sessions and a joint AGM in the New Year. We will also be working with the 
officers and NCOs across the Brigade during a third l’ecole d’Infanterie being held in the UK. 
Once again, the guest speaker will be Marc "Demi-Frog" Middleton, principal instructor of the 
"Ecole d'Infanterie de Seclin" and cadre in the "Bataillon-Uni" (Composite Battalion). 
 
With 2019 on the horizon what are the new challenges for us within the French Brigade? 
Primarily, I think it is one of consolidation and continuing integration and sharing of ideas. 
Towards the end of the season it was wonderful to see a mix of NCOs from different parent units 
talking together about drill, training techniques used and sharing good practice with each other. 
This was followed by a number of new recruits, from across all the Brigade’s units, being drilled 
together in a cohesive group, under the tutelage of a single NCO. I think this simple action and 
observation promises much for the future.  We should have a much more consistent appearance, 
professional drill and a growing camaraderie throughout the Brigade. That should help to ensure 
that people  continue to enjoy their hobby, can feel that they can and do make a difference and 
that they can have fun in the process.  
 
Finally, with the ‘miracle of Christmas’ soon to be upon us, I thought it would be good to 
reproduce an article about another ‘miracle’ that was researched, written and produced by 
Shannon Selin. Shannon has a wonderfully thought provoking and interesting blog site which I 
highly recommend to readers and which can be found on her web site at https://
shannonselin.com/. I’m grateful to her for letting me reproduce this fascinating article. 
 
A sort of miracle 
In the years after Napoleon’s 1815 defeat at the Battle of Waterloo, London hosted numerous 
exhibits related to the fallen French Emperor. Napoleon’s carriage was displayed, his battles 
formed the subjects of panoramas, the events of his life were depicted, and his portrait and 
various effects appeared on show. The oddest exhibit was a girl with Napoleon in her eyes. 
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The girl was named Josephine Louis. She was born around 1825 to a peasant family in the Lorraine 
region of France. By the time she was two and a half years old, Josephine was the talk of Paris. 
It is said that [her eyes] exhibit in distinct letters, which grow in size as she advances in age, the 
words ‘NAPOLEON EMPEREUR,’ in capitals. The word Napoleon is above, and the word Empereur 
below the sight of the eye, which is a lively blue. She has been visited by the most eminent anato-
mists who were unable to detect any deception in appearance. The fact seems to be strongly attest-
ed; and is of course, wholly unaccounted for. The people seem to look upon it as a sort of miracle; 
while the more reflecting regard it merely as one of those sports of nature, which are so fantastic, 
and at times so amazing. (1) 
 
François Magendie and Georges Cuvier were among the learned men who examined her. A letter 
printed in the London Medical Gazette, dated Paris, May 26, 1828, observed: [T]here appears to be 
no doubt that the effect is natural, and not, as you suppose, by the operation of tattooing, or punc-
ture. (2) 
 
The Countess de Boigne described the cause to which the parents attributed their daughter’s unu-
sual eyes. 
In 1828, or perhaps it was in 1827, a little girl of two years old was brought to me with bright blue 
eyes which seemed in no way remarkable at first sight. When, however, the eyes were examined 
more carefully, it was seen that the iris was composed of little filaments forming white letters on a 
blue background placed around the pupil and making the words ‘Napoleon Emperor.’ The word 
‘Napoleon’ was equally distinct in either eye; the first letters of the word ‘Emperor’ were indistinct in 
one eye and the last letters in the other. The little girl was very pretty and seemed to enjoy excellent 
sight. 
 
Her mother, who was a Lorraine peasant, told me very simply what she considered to be the cause 
of this strange freak of nature. A brother, to whom she was deeply attached, had drawn a bad num-
ber in the conscription, and as he went away had given her a newly-struck coin of twenty sous, ask-
ing her to keep it in memory of him. A short time afterwards she learnt that his regiment was pass-
ing three leagues away from her village, and she went to the spot to see him for a moment. As she 
returned she was exhausted with fatigue and thirst, and stopped at a tavern half way upon her road 
to drink a glass of beer. When it was necessary to pay, she perceived that she had given her broth-
er all the money she had upon her and had nothing left but the precious coin of twenty sous, which 
she always carried upon her person. She asked for credit, but the inn-keeper was pitiless. She 
therefore sacrificed her poor treasure with regrets and came home in despair. Her tears flowed in-
cessantly. The next Sunday her husband went in search of the coin and succeeded in restoring it to 
her. When he brought it back, her joy was so keen that the child leaped in her womb and, in her 
own words, she left ‘faint with delight.’ 

The little girl bore in her eyes the inscription upon the coin. I have no intention of writing a physiolog-
ical treatise to explain the possibility of this fact; I merely affirm that I have seen it, and that any 
fraud was impossible. The doctor in the neighbouring village had proposed to show the child for 
money and the mother accompanied him. The Government objected to any public performance, ad-
vertisements were not permitted and their stay at Paris was cut short. (3) 

 

A silver franc from 1810 with the inscription “NAPOLEON EMPEREUR” 
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The Countess must have garbled the tale, as it is impossible for a Napoleonic coin to have been 
freshly minted at the time of the mother’s pregnancy – a decade into the Bourbon restoration. More 
simply, newspapers reported that “the mother of the child lost a favourite brother during the late war, 
who, on his departure for the army, gave her a franc-piece as a keepsake, which piece she used to 
be continually looking at when pregnant with this present child.” (4) 

Exhibit at the Royal Bazaar 

What the Countess did get right is that the government of Charles X would not allow the little girl to 
be exhibited in Paris. Thus, in July 1828, Josephine’s parents took her on a steamship to London. 

The Marchioness of Downshire is to show the child to the King before the public can see her; the 
parents have letters to all the chief medical men in London and to his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, who had been previously made acquainted with this most surprising phenomenon. (5) 

By August, the girl with Napoleon in her eyes was on display for a fee at the Royal Bazaar on Oxford 
Street. The Bazaar had opened just a few months earlier, under the proprietorship of silversmith 
Thomas Hamlet. He billed it as “the most elegant and splendid establishment in London, having con-
stantly on sale a brilliant assortment of fashionable articles of every description at the very lowest 
prices.” (6) It also showed dioramas. 

 

An ad for the Royal Bazaar exhibit of the girl with Napoleon in her eyes, The Morning Post (London), 
August 19, 1828. 

We have just seen, at the Royal Bazaar, the little Josephine, from Paris, on whose eyes are in-
scribed the words Napoleon Empereur and Empereur Napoleon; and certainly it is (not to pun) a 
very extraordinary sight. The child is a pretty and lively girl, of about three years of age, with a rather 
capacious forehead, and light, or we should say, not very dark, blue eyes. Radiating about the pupil 
of each in the iris, removed a small distance from the pupil, and almost touching the outward circle, 
appear the characters alluded to. In the left eye, the word Napoleon is uppermost; in the right, the 
word Empereur. The colour of the letters is almost white, but shot through, like what is called silk, by 
the blue of the crystalline humour. This, and the motion of the eye, renders the whole inscription a 
little indistinct; but such parts as NAP and other separate letters are tolerably obvious, without the 
slightest aid from the imagination of the beholder. (7) 

[A]t first sight of the child [the letters] appear like rays, which render the eyes very vivacious and 
sparkling. The accuracy of the inscriptions is much assisted by the stillness of the eye, on its being 
directed upwards, as to an object on the ceiling of the room, &c.; and with this aid the several letters 
may be traced with the naked eye. (8) 

Not everyone was immediately able to discern the inscription. 

A casual observer would doubtless notice that the appearance of the organ was unusual, but it 
would not be without a minute investigation that he would be able to trace the letters forming the 
name described, and even then, allowance must then be made for a fanciful imagination. Upon look-
ing as attentively as we were able, we certainly think we could trace the letters EMP and NAP, but 
visitors will be grievously deceived if they expect to find them as distinct as the letters upon their di-
rection cards. (9) 

At least one poor fellow couldn’t see it at all. 

An old gentleman, not very clear sighted, having visited this wonder the other day, and having failed 
to discover anything like printing or letters on the child’s right iris, proceeded to examine her lip…but 
the little girl undeceived him and said, ‘It not dere, Sir – it is altogeder my eye.’ (10) 
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These are the only reported words of young Josephine, who was described as having “marked and 
rather interesting features” and being “of a slight form, and short for her age.” (11) There is no report 
on how the three-year-old felt about sitting still for long periods with her eyes open so strangers 
could peer into them. 

Not a unique case 

 

“With the help of a little imagination, something like letters may occasionally be discovered” 

The London Medical Gazette noted: 

There are various instances on record in which individuals have been said to have words (generally 
a name) marked upon the iris. For the most part, these individuals have had light-coloured irises, 
marked with lines of various figure and generally of darker colour; and with the help of a little imagi-
nation, something like letters may occasionally be discovered. In the present case, the iris is of a 
light blue or grey colour, and is traversed by lines of a lighter colour, or nearly white. Among the ir-
regular figures thus formed, a willing spectator may read Napoleon Empereur – or anything else. 
(12) 

Shortly after Josephine arrived in London, a letter appeared in The Morning Post stating that, ac-
cording to the Diary of John Evelyn, in April 1701 “a Dutch boy, about nine years old, was carried by 
his parents to Shewe, who had about the iris of one eye the letters Deus Meus, and of the other Elo-
him in the Hebrew character.” (13) 

And before long the Manchester Guardian claimed that a boy, age 11, “had lately been at Manches-
ter, having the name of his father, ‘John Wood,’…perfectly legible on the iris of his right eye, and the 
date of his birth, ‘1817,’ on that of his left!” (14) 

The girl with Napoleon in her eyes was exhibited at the Royal Bazaar until at least February of 1829. 
On May 27, 1829 the Royal Bazaar was destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt and reopened later that 
year. There is no word on what happened to young Josephine. 

Katharine A. Ware, ed., The Bower of Taste, Vol. I (Boston, 1828), p. 763. 
The London Medical Gazette, Vol. II (London, 1828), p. 311. 
Adèle d’Osmond, Memoirs of the Comtesse de Boigne, Vol. III, edited by M. Charles Nicoullaud (New York, 

1908), pp. 185-187. 
The Morning Chronicle (London), July 30, 1828. 
Ibid. 
The Age (London), November 16, 1828. 
Berrow’s Worcester Journal (Worcester, UK), August 14, 1828. 
La Belle Assemblée, or Bell’s Court and Fashionable Magazine, Vol. VIII (London, 1828), p. 186. 
Cherokee Phoenix (New Echota, Georgia), November 12, 1828. 
John Bull (London), August 25, 1828. 
Cherokee Phoenix (New Echota, Georgia), November 12, 1828. 
The London Medical Gazette, Vol. II (London, 1828), p. 311. 
The Morning Post (London), July 31, 1828. 
La Belle Assemblée, or Bell’s Court and Fashionable Magazine, Vol. VIII (London, 1828), p. 186. 
 

Salut et fraternite 

Duncan 
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British Brigade Commander 

2018 Selection Procedure 

 

As you may now know, next season’s post of British Divisional Commander is being contested between General 

Edwin Parker (44th Regiment of Foot) and Colonel Martyn Monks (9th Regiment of Foot).  

Each affiliated regiment of the British Division has one vote in this election, irrespective of the size of the unit. It 

is important, therefore, that all regimental members make their views known to their unit commanders so that a 

majority view may be obtained in the best interests of democracy. 

Voting ends on 14th December 2018.  

If you have not already seen the information which was sent to unit commanders, please read the statements of 

the two candidates on this and the following page to help you make your choice. 

Adrian Lobb 

AQMG 

Returning Officer. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Statement by Colonel Martyn Monks 

 

When the Brigade (as described in the NA’s Standard Operating Procedures but now called a 
Division) structure was set up it was on the basis that infantry units could decide which Battalion, 
now Brigade, they wished to be part of. It was up to the units in a Brigade to elect a commander for 
that Brigade. Similarly, cavalry and artillery units were able to elect their own commanders. I have no 
intention of changing those principles. 

The aim of this structure was to reduce risk to soldiers of all ranks by units getting used to working 
together under a recognised commander. I will do my best to ensure that Brigade structure is used in 
all events whether in the UK or overseas. However, we must recognise that sometimes a sponsor’s 
vision of the event is at odds with the Brigade Structure. I will however work to persuade sponsors 
that their vision can be realised by using the Divisional structure as it stands. If the sponsor insists on 
a change, I will discuss that change with both the Brigade and unit commanders and we will jointly 
assess the risks resulting from that change. If we all agree that the risk of the change is acceptable 
then we will work together to manage the change and, where possible, provide time for the units to 
train together in the new formation. If we believe that the risk of the change is not acceptable, I will 
have further discussions with the sponsor to persuade them to use the Divisional structure without 
change. 

If we are to reduce the risk of such changes then it is important that the drill and tactics we use 
should be standardised. I will therefore be encouraging Brigade/Unit Commanders and their Senior 
NCOs to work with each other to ensure that we come to an agreement on the drill and tactics 
employed within the Division. Initially I will arrange an out of season meeting Brigade/Unit 
Commanders and their Senior NCOs to set down the principles of how we collectively work. We will 
then work together during the season to implement those principles. 

I must stress that I will not do anything to change the way the Division works without the agreement 
of the Brigade and unit commanders. 

I will also encourage Unit commanders to ensure that the members of their unit are fully aware of 
how the Division works and any changes that we need to make to meet a sponsor’s wishes. After all 
the Divisional structure is designed to keep members safe and ensure that they enjoy the hobby we 
all love so they have a right to know and be involved in how we operate as a Division. 

 

Martyn Monks 
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Statement by Major General Edwin (Ed) Parker 

 

Good day to you all 

As you know, the position of British Division Commander is reviewed every year. If more than one 

person wishes to occupy the position, then an election is held. Each British NA affiliated unit has a 

single vote. In 2018 we will have such an election.  

It has been my honour to lead you over the past 3 years and it is because of you all that the job has 

been so enjoyable and given me so much fun in return. You have my thanks. I am offering myself 

once again to continue to serve as your Commander.  

Since Waterloo200, we have continued to operate the Division based upon a military structure. Our 

3 infantry Brigades, augmented by our Artillery and Cavalry Brigades. I think you will agree that this 

has been a successful policy as it has enabled the Brigades to establish their own identities and 

the Units within them to work together and become familiar with a common way of working. It 

furthers great drill, safety standards and provides for exciting scenarios. And when numbers are 

insufficient to warrant 3 separate infantry Brigades on the Field, amalgamating has been a simple 

solution. This has been a system that we have also successfully employed at overseas events. If re

-elected, this is a structure that I will continue to support. None of this would of course been 

possible without the support and assistance of our current Brigade Commanders and their staff. My 

thanks to them all.       

I have always believed it to be important that the army (our Division) remains operationally 

independent from the workings of the Association’s committee. This does not mean that we ignore 

its views or regulations, indeed not only is the position subject to committee ratification, but we are 

obliged to follow NA regulations, particularly with regard to Safety and of course we work very 

closely with the NA events team. However,  we are certain that our organisation, structure and field 

operations are army matters and long shall they remain so. 

What of the future if you re-elect me? Well, my overall objective has been and will continue to be -

making sure that we keep safe and all of us get as much fun and enjoyment from this hobby as 

possible. I will continue to liaise with your Brigade commanders so that they can pass as much 

information onto you as possible regarding future events.  On the field it’s all about variety and 

innovation, finding as many ways to involve you all, to maximise the excitement of the event. In the 

camp – we will continue to refine the way that we lay out our tentage to encourage the unit ‘village’ 

presentation within the lines and at all times promote the camaraderie that already exists between 

units and brigades. We also need to involve our non-combatants to a greater degree to give them 

an increased feeling of involvement and encouraging our units to create their own in camp 

scenarios 

On behalf of myself and my Staff can I thank you for your support. Make sure your unit casts its 

vote. 

See you next year! 

Major General Ed Parker  
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 Völkerschlacht bei Leipzig 

 

The 205
th

 anniversary of the Battle of Nations in 1813 ~ 19
th

 - 21
st

 October 2018 

 

One of the advantages of portraying a Russian artillery unit of 1812 - 1814 is that we get to re-enact in some quite 
amazing locations across northern Europe as Russian troops who fought in the longest campaign of the Napoleonic 
Wars all the way from the Russian border to Moscow, back again then across, Poland, Prussia, across the Rhine and 
all the way to Paris. They fought not only as purely Russian Army, but were seconded to many of the Prussian, Austrian 
and Swedish armies. 

 

This year the Russo-Prussian Artillery travelled once again to Leipzig to take part in a very well organised 
commemorative event. It was our second time there as an artillery unit, but a few of us had also been there as infantry 
in 2013 for the 200

th
 anniversary. The welcome that we have received on each occasion is one of the reasons that we 

enjoy taking part in the European events so much. This time we took the two cannon, limbers, tentage etc. in two crew 
buses, a car and trailer and made an expedition of it taking 10 days to get there and back, doing the touristy bit on the 
way. 

 

Why Leipzig when there are other events closer to home? There’s masses to write about the actual battles in and 
around Leipzig, but to put it in a nutshell the Völkerschlacht was the biggest ever battle before the First World War with 
nearly 600 000 troops, over 2100 guns and the largest ever cavalry engagement with about 14000 horses from both 
sides fighting at Liebertwolkwitz to the south of Leipzig. The battle involved everything from very large artillery 
bombardments, open ground cavalry engagements, street fighting on a huge scale, lucky and not so lucky escapes, 
tremendous bravery and horrific losses. There were approximately 73000 French and 54000 Allied casualties, this is 
why the huge Leipzig battlefield is littered with memorials to units and individuals from all armies. There were 27 nations 
fighting for the Liberation of Europe from French control, hence the name ‘The Battle of Nations’. The battle outcome 
was that Napoleon was pursued across Europe until on March 31

st
 1814 Tsar Alexander I, King Frederick William of 

Prussia and Field Marshal Carl von Schwartzenberg of Austria led the Allies in to Paris. 

 

We arrived at the campsite on Thursday midday, giving us plenty of time to set up and purchase supplies locally. It 
never ceases to amaze us, how, wherever you go in Europe how many friends you meet up with that you last saw in 
Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands or some other country. Torhaus Dölitz was originally a gatehouse to the castle which is 
no longer there, having been bombed flat in WW2. The gatehouse does house the most fantastic museum of lead 
soldiers and flats combined into layouts of all the battles that took place around Leipzig - well worth a visit if you can get 
there. 

 

Reveille is at 7:00 every day on camp with freshly baked bread rolls to be collected as part of the daily issue to 
everyone on camp. Inspections and drill begin at 9:00, for artillery it’s inspection of paperwork, guns, drill and safety. 
MDR television insisted on doing a feature on us, after all why would a bunch of British want to travel so far to do an 
event and then portray a Russian unit? They liked the bit about how we are trying to educate the British public that it 
wasn’t just Wellington and the British Army that fought against the French Empire. On Friday, yet more publicity, when 
we took part in the official opening ceremony for the weekend’s events at the Gohliser Schlösschen in central Leipzig. 
This castle was used as a hospital in 1813. The ceremony involved a very moving tribute to the fallen of 1813 by a 
Chaplain of the current German army who had served in Afghanistan. Amongst other tunes of the period, the choir sang 
the Prussian national anthem  ‘Heil dir im Siegerkranz’ quite a surprise when you hear it - look it up and listen to the 
tune, there’s an audio sample on this link: 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heil_dir_im_Siegerkranz 

 

For the re-enactment there were three encampments, at Markleeberg, Torhaus Dӧlitz and Liebertwolkwitz.  The artillery 
bivouac at Dölitz is about 7 kilometres from Liebertwolkwitz  so that involved a convoy of vehicles to get to the site of 
the battle re-enactment which was on the original battlefield at Galgenberg between Wachau and Liebertwolkwitz. This 
is a large open field with the Galgenberg (Gallows Hill) being the only high point. The infantry camped at Markleeberg 
marched there. 

 

On a dry and sunny Saturday 20
th
 October, over 1000 re-enactors from many countries, including Russia assembled on 

the battlefield. The field had been a cabbage field but was now bare and very dusty earth. The battle followed the 
original chronological movements of troops, cavalry and artillery so needless to say there was a lot of waiting to 
manoeuvre into position. It was quite a challenge for our artillery battery of 7 guns as we were waiting behind a hedge 
with full size trees and then had to drag the cannon through it and a ditch to get into position. We did have lots of 
powder though and managed to get through it all. Because the soil was so fine the dust was raised with every  
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shockwave from the 

cannons, the speed of 

the shockwave spreading 

out is something that 

normally we can’t see, 

just hear. The dust and 

smoke together created 

quite an interesting effect 

closing off views of the 

modern world and 

involving us totally in the 

battle.  

Photo Credit: Timothy 
Nelms 

 

 

Sunday 21
st
 October was the day reserved for 

the official remembrance ceremony at the 
largest war memorial in Germany. The 
Völkerschlacht Denkmal was completed in 1913 
for the 100

th
 anniversary of the battle. It is huge. 

This year as there were so many people 
attending we did our official ceremony outside, 
again involving many nations. In 2016 we did 
the remembrance service inside. The memorial 
is not only dedicated to the fallen troops, but 
also to the families left behind, the communities 
destroyed and even the horses that were killed.  

 

The Völkerschlacht Denkmal 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, back in modern clothes, we visited the Russian memorial 
to the fallen. Of the 127 000 Russians fighting in Leipzig for the 
liberation of Germany 22000 died, more losses than any other 
country. The Russian memorial is built in the style of a Russian 
church next to the mass burial ground for the 22000. Our unit, the 
Russo-Prussian Artillery is based around the alliance of the 
Russians and Prussians made in February 1813 through the 
Treaty of Kalicz. The Russians promised to commit all their 
strength to the war in Germany and Prussia was restored to its 
former power. 

 The Russian Memorial Church 

 

Tourists: On the way back, can you beat a World Heritage town, 
Wernigerode in the Harz Mountains with a 140 kilometre long 
steam railway over and around the mountains and a spectacular 
castle, not to mention the food and drink and a bar that delivers 
drinks to your table on a model railway. 

 

Would we go again? Yes. Next big event in Leipzig is 210
th
 

anniversary in 2023  
 

 
Max Prestwood 
Russio-Prussian Artillery 
Cohilition Brigade 
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The Spring Assembly, 2019. 

This is the NA Party which is being organised in March 2019 at The Athenaeum,  in Bury St 

Edmunds. 

Those of you who came to the NA Duchess of Richmond’s Ball in 2015 will remember how 

splendid the Assembly Rooms are, but for those of you who were not there, here are some 

pictures from that occasion.  

The ballroom is big enough to hold 

over 100 guests easily for both eating 

and dancing, with a dais at the side for 

the musicians, and a spacious bar 

upstairs. The whole complex is fully 

accessible, and there is a lift to the first 

floor.  There is sufficient space around 

the dance floor to retain several tables 

for those who want to sit and talk 

while others dance.  

The whole complex was refurbished 

around 2010-2011, and is in the centre 

of the town, within walking distance of 

several hotels and eateries, and the 

ancient Abbey and its gardens. 

I look forward to welcoming as many 

of you as possible there on 16th 

March 2019. 

Kate Lobb 



15 

 

The Napoleonic Association 
Are pleased to announce  

 A Spring Assembly 
To be held on Saturday 16th March 2019 

at the Athenaeum Assembly Rooms 

Bury St Edmunds, in the County of Suffolk 
 

Reception from 6.30pm, Two Course Hot Buffet and Dancing. 

-------------------------------------------oooOOOooo-------------------------------------------------- 

Tickets: £35 to NA Members*. 

£50 to Non-members**  

*Please supply your NA Membership number when booking. 

**Available to non-members after 1st December 2018 

Payments by cheque to Mrs Catherine Lobb, 11, Beehive Cottages, 
Wickham Road, Fareham, PO16 7JF, or via BACS to 09-01-29, a/c 
no. 30061754. Please quote your name as a reference, and email  
kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com when you have paid. 

Bed and Breakfast accommodation is available at the Angel Hotel, adjacent to the 
Assembly Rooms, at a special rate of £120 per night for a double/twin room or £100 
single occupancy. To book please quote BK108624 and contact the hotel on 01284 
714007 or via reservations@theangel.co.uk . 

Other accommodation options include the Dragonfly Hotel on the outskirts of the 
town, and the Premier Inn, about 5mins walk away from the Athenaeum. Please 
check hotel booking sites or Bury Tourist Information for more information. 

We are proposing to run a dance workshop on Saturday 
afternoon. Please say if this would be of interest to you. 
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Event Officer 
 

As I am taking over as Events Officer I thought that it might be useful to introduce my-
self to you all. 

My name is Robert Draper, I am a gunner in the Kings’ German Artillery. My wife, Terri, 
and I joined the KGA in 2013. Since then we have been with the KGA at most NA Events. 
You may also have seen us at some of the Battle Proms where we dress in civilian Periodic 
clothing rather than Uniforms.    

I have been interested in the Regency Era and the Napoleonic Wars for many years.  An 
interest which increased when we lived on the Island of St Helena in the South Atlantic 
for two years. 

 My working background is in the DTi, I was there for 27 years, where I trained, and 
gained experience, as a Finance and Project Manager.  As a result I have some experi-
ence in organising events which I hope to put to good use in the coming months. 

I look forward to meeting you at next years events. 

 

Robert Draper 

NA Events Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NA Events 2019 Working List 

March 16th Bury St Edmunds Suffolk Spring Assembly (NA Party) 

April 5-7th  Ickworth, Suffolk  Living History Camp, Battle and training weekend 

May 25-27th  Late May Bank Holiday  Aldershot – possible event to be confirmed 

June 22-23rd  Waterloo, Belgium  Battle Re-enactment 

July 6th   Battle Prom  Blenheim Palace  Lead Unit 44th East Essex Ed Parker 

July 13th   Battle Prom  Hatfield House   Lead Unit 1st 95 

July 20th   Battle Prom  Burghley House  Lead Unit 3rd 95th Jim Paylor/ Tony Wilks 

July 20-21st  Huntingdon    Weekend Event in support of Norman Cross Trust 

Aug 3th   Battle Prom  Highclere Castle  Lead Unit 2nd Queens 

Aug 10th   Battle Prom  Ragley Hall   Lead Unit 3rd Foot Guards Adrian Lobb 

Aug 23-25th  Veere Netherlands   1809 Walcheren Landing Commemoration/Battles 

Aug 30-Sept 1  Hole Park, Kent   Battle weekend & Living History 
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FOR SALE 
 

One “Mountain Men” style tents with rustic wooden poles. 

Size 7’ deep x 9’ wide. 

Height, 7’ at front and 4’ at rear. 

Includes integral Awning and fully laced front. 

Ideal as shop front awning for trader,  

would also make an ideal mess tent/awning for a smaller unit,  

or a living/sleeping tent. 

Made of good strong proofed canvas  

with all poles, ropes and pegs supplied.   

 

Price £495. Price is negotiable. 

 

Please contact Kate and Adrian Lobb. 

 Contact email: adrian.p.lobb@gmail.com 

Bring and Buy Sales 2018 

 
Throughout the past season we have held regular sales at events, and I am pleased to announce 
that the total takings amounted to nearly £750. This means that we are sending a donation of £75 
to the Army Benevolent Fund this year. 
 
We have been running the Bring and Buy sales now for about three years, and we feel that it has 
been a successful venture and provided a useful opportunity for you all to sell on your unwanted 
re-enactment stuff and also look for new bargains.  
 
However, as we are going to be making some changes to the way we present our own living 
history impression this coming season, we will no longer have space or time to bring the extra 
stuff and run the sales.  
 
We don’t want to see the Bring and Buy sales disappear entirely so we would like to ask for 
someone else to volunteer to continue this job. It is a worthwhile exercise as not only do you get 
the opportunity to sell on some of your own excess stuff, but also to help others do likewise, and 
the sale brings a lot of people together and helps new re-enactors to get hold of the things they 
need as well. If anyone out there is interested, do please get in touch.  
 
Kate and AdrianLobb 
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Astorga 2018 

His Majesty’s Army, under command of Major General Sir Edwin Parker, deployed to Northern Spain during 

the month of October to join with Spanish and Portuguese allies in facing General Bounaparte (AKA Napole-

on - the Mark Schneider version) and his Grande Armee. The weather was for the most part fine and warm, 

but a forecast of a ‘hurricane’ brought rain and a departure of many of our allies on Saturday night. All in all, 

the weather was a great contrast and a blessed relief to the searing heat of Ciudad Rodrigo in 2017! 

The 2018 campaign in Spain provided opportunities to visit the battlefields around Astorga on the 1808/9, 

route of the Retreat to Corunna.  Bully and the 15th Hussars toured the scene of the cavalry action at Sahagun 

and Alan Earp and the 1st 95th Rifles followed the fighting at Cacabelos and Rifleman Plunket’s famous shot. 

The 2nd 95th stood in the footsteps of their forbears where they fought the rearguard action at the Castrogonzalo 

Bridge and followed the first gruelling stage of Craufurd’s route from Astorga to Vigo by going over the moun-

tains to Ponferrada (by car). Some even got as far as Corunna to pay their respects at Sir John Moore’s grave. 

Image 1. Entry of Sir John Moore, into Astorga 

as represented by Rob Yuill. 

The weekend itself was a packed programme, 

kicking off on Friday evening with a parade and 

speeches in the Plaza Mayor, with Rob Yuill, 

arriving on horseback, playing Sir John Moore. 

Saturday was inevitably a long day starting with 

a ceremonial unveiling of plaques around the 

town on the new Route Napoleon. This was 

followed by a march across town to a massive 

paella for lunch (100 kg of rice and a lot of 

chickens) and with full bellies, onto the coaches 

out to the battlefield. 

The battle was of course designed to replicate a 

rearguard action during the Retreat but rather 

than the open fields we are used to, it was a 300

-yard-wide piece of complex terrain, stretching back almost a mile to a village where it seemed that had time 

stood still. The ground, a mixture of scrub and open patches, was a tactical challenge to all but ideally suited the 

Rifles who had some close quarter encounters with the enemy, including Chasseurs a Cheval of the Guard, and 

members of the public! 

The difficulty in breaking clean from the enemy and withdrawing was accurately replicated in the battle, with 

several good melees developing at choke points. Sir John Moore’s ADC rashly got involved and on one occa-

sion had to be rescued by Jim Harlow’s redcoats and on another by the Rifles – silly boy.  This phase inevitably 

in such a battle saw, largely by chance, some units heavily engaged while others pulled back steadily forming the 

rock on which the British flank was based. 

Image 2.  The British skirmish screen covering the withdrawal across one of the open bits of ground. © Jordi 

Bru. 

The final stage of the withdrawal saw us 

marching onto an open (in contrast) 

piece of ground outside the village where 

an artillery dual developed but as more 

Spanish and Portuguese troops arrived 

into the crowded area, Sir Edwin pulled 

the army back into the village. The local 

units had clearly been allocated the main 

part of the village and the British tucked 

away in around a flank. This, however, 

proved to be a blessing as it enabled us to 

fight a free-flowing withdrawal without 

having to worry about too many mem-

bers of the public. 
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While the rifles and the Highlanders deployed around the village, Martyn Monks’ redcoats prepared an am-

bush on a narrow bridge that the French would have to cross. Surprise and several cracking volleys from the 

muskets ‘that appeared from nowhere’ sent the French reeling back and the redcoats withdrew in good order 

covered by the 3rd 95th Rifles. But around another corner Major Jonathan Cabrera Asensio’s Highlanders had 

yet another surprise for the enemy, which again checked the French advance, and then we were into the village 

proper. 

On cobbled roads and amongst traditional solid stone walls, we withdrew, adapting street fighting drills to the 

circumstances. Volleys thundered, echoing off the walls, and flashes illuminated the gathering gloom as we fell 

back toward the church at the top of the village. Here with volleys at close quarters, milling members of the 

public and Napoleon’s escort barely in control of their horses, things were a little exciting for a few minutes.  

To the disappointment of some by now thirsty riflemen the only purveyor of cerveza in the village had a large 

sign outside in English saying, ‘This is a restaurant not a bar!’. 

Image 3.  Some of the British Army’s camp followers in the 

village. 

Saturday evening saw a grand ball in the Astorga Cassino. 

So, it was out of sweaty battle gear and into our finery and 

didn’t the British officers, soldiers and their ladies cut a dash 

on the dance floor with the local experts, while others of us 

played wallflowers and teased Napoleon and his staff, while 

enjoying the wine provided by our hosts. 

Image 4. The Grand Ball. © Carlos Marques. 

Saturday night did produce the promised 

downpour, which was still showing no sign of 

abating at reveille. It was a becloaked and 

greatcoated British army that was mustering 

for the Sunday battle when word of its cancel-

lation came. This was of course was followed 

by the rain passing! 

Sunday afternoon saw more parades. First at 

the Santocildes memorial to the defenders of 

the 1812 siege of Astorga. Napoleon and the 

French tried to take centre stage but very wise-

ly moved when Sergeant Painter gave the or-

der to prime and load. The resulting British 

volley fired in salute was something to be proud of. Even a dour French marshal had to concede was the win-

ner, with it having been followed by a couple of far from crashing efforts. 

Our final appointment saw us marching through the town to join the officers and men of the local Spanish reg-

ular army unit in the unveiling of a plaque to the Spanish adjacent to the Cathedral. A speech, two sides of A4 

in Spanish, by General La Romana stood in contrast to Sir John Moore’s crisp and appropriate words. The 

parade was finished by a volley that left the square’s trees looking as if they had been hit by a summer storm 

and the dramatic and flamboyant exit of the regular army. 

It was a packed weekend, in which our hosts from Astorga really pulled out all the stops to put on a show and 

as ever look after the re-enactors. With rumours circulating about the possibility of a 2019 campaign in Spain, 

watch this space. 

Tim Saunders 
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Astorga 2018 

Adrian and I travelled to Astorga last October via Santiago de Compostella and La Coruna. We took the 

opportunity to see the places which were so important to both the campaign of 1808 and also the pilgrims who 

travel the “Camino” to St James’ shrine at Santiago. 

Our flight from Gatwick arrived at around 9:30am at Santiago, and we spent a few hours sightseeing there 

before driving up to La Coruna, which today is a vast modern city and tricky to navigate round by car.  

We spent two nights in the city and paid our respects at General Moore’s tomb in the garden overlooking the 

port. We also saw the house where he actually died, now a bank, where there is a plaque on the wall.  

Other sights included the Tower of Hercules, an 18th century tower built around the core of a Roman 

Lighthouse. The view from the top was pretty amazing. There is also a military museum which contained some 

good examples of weapons and uniforms, as well as some excellent models of the fortifications around the coast 

of Coruna. Another museum, in the San Anton Fort, contains the archaeology museum as well as history of  the 

1808/09 campaign. After General Moore’s army had left Spain, the French entered the city, and we found some 

original graffiti left by a French soldier in 1809. 

Enroute to Astorga we stopped at Elvinas to look at the village where Moore’s army turned to face the enemy 

and where Moore received his fatal wound. The village is all but swallowed up now by the motorways and the 

university complex but you can still see the old church and the memorials on the wall below it.  

Our journey to Astorga, along the motorway, followed closely the route which General Moore’s army had taken 

in the opposite direction  back in 1809. At times. We could see the winding rough track they would have 

marched along, which nowadays is part of the pilgrim’s Camino to Santiago.  

Tim has already described the events of the weekend in Astorga so I will just add some more photos which, I 

hope, will  help to capture the spirit of the weekend. 

Kate 

Left: View from the 
Hercules Tower, La 
Coruna, of the area 
used in the past for 
the Coruna 
reenactments. 

Right: Our first sight 
of the French in 
Astorga, Friday 
evening. 

Below Left: Allied 
campsite, Astorga. 

Below Right: 

Paella being prepared 
for lunch, Saturday 
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Left: The ladies on 
the path beside the 
battle Ground, 
Saturday afternoon. 

Right: After the 
battle, in the village 
centre. 

Below: the 
approach to the 
village from the 
battlefield. 

Clockwise from top 
right:  

1.General Moore, with 
all the Allied and 
French Generals and 
local dignitaries in front 
of the town hall. 

2.French Volley. 

3.Allied Volley. 

4.Portugese artillery. 

5.Memorial in Astorga. 

 

All photos by Kate Lobb 
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Trial by Laughter 
Lest anyone think that the 3rd Foot Guards are a unit concerned only with military matters, our readers may 

be interested to know of the cultural activities of our recruits. 

Colonel and Mrs. Lobb, with the purpose of raising the educational standards of the troops, devised a singular 

tour of duty this Autumn.  Members were to be instructed in matters of law, social interaction and etiquette 

served up with a large slice of history.  It had been arranged for us to serve as members of the jury in three 

trials which took place in Newbury.  They were not trials by combat, or horse trials, but legal trials between 

the Attorney General on behalf of the Crown who had brought action against the celebrated satirist Mr. 

William Hone, alleging seditious libel and blasphemy in an attempt to muzzle satirists and prevent their 

political criticisms of Politicians and the Monarchy. 

Before addressing this onerous duty, we had to earlier fortify ourselves in the ancient coaching inn, The Bear 
in Hungerford.  A single table had been provided whereby the whole company could together enjoy nutritious 
fare.  Little notice seems to have been given to the fact that we were all suitably (and rather splendidly) attired 
appropriately to the era of the trial we were to attend.  Thereafter all promenaded to the centre of the quaint 
town of Hungerford and enjoyed examining the warehouses of the town, being particularly warmly welcomed 
at the Hungerford arcade wherein were stored all manner of goods of considerable interest.  It was a matter of 
some puzzlement that items we would consider to be everyday items were termed “antiques”.  The proprietor 
of the establishment was effusive in his welcome and bid us all (being not unwilling) to pose in the premises 
for a likeness to be taken.  Time however was moving on and we had to answer the summons for our jury 
service. 
 
The trials took place at the Watermill Theatre.  For some unaccountable reason the proprietors had dismantled 
a perfectly serviceable Mill and used the premises instead as a Playhouse.  We found on our arrival that we 
were in the presence of a large assembly of the public, many of whom remarked most favourably upon our 
attire. 
 
Tickets for the performance having been secured well in advance, we were all seated en bloc at the front of 
the theatre, lending a considerably increased element of verisimilitude to the proceedings.  Whilst the cast 
were not thrown by the splendid nature of our habit, at one point in the case, one of the aggressive Bailiffs 
(who on the instructions of the learned Judge were threatening all persons showing signs of merriment) 
unexpectedly found himself face to face with Colonel Lobb and apologised for his knavish attitude and 
immediately withdrew, deferring to the Colonel’s clearly superior rank and gravitas.  Whilst the Colonel was 
the only one in military uniform, the rest of our party was suitably attired for December 1817.  Sadly, there 
were other members of the public present who were not so appropriately attired, but they had the decency to 
appreciate our efforts. 
 
It is fortunate indeed that the cause of political humour and irony was vindicated in all three trials allowing 
Mr. Hone, supported by his good friend the cartoonist George Cruikshank, to remain free of any censure.  
This was a matter of extreme displeasure for the Prince Regent. 
 
For our part, we celebrated the justness of the outcome, outside the Theatre, where a passing artist secured an 
automatonically created likeness of the group. 
 
So enjoyable was the outing that all expressed a wish that there should be further gatherings at which 
mutually gratifying conviviality between members could be enjoyed, and one such will take place in Salisbury 
when Christmas will be celebrated and we shall promenade through the city centre. 
 
Thanks must go to the Colonel and his lady wife for kindly organising the outings and for their excellent 
company throughout. 
 

Christopher Oswald 
 
Trial by Laughter is a Play by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman, adapted for the stage from their original 
Radio Play. 
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The Napoleonic Prisoner of Norman Cross. 

 

Paul Chamberlain's 'The Napoleonic prison of Norman cross' (The lost town of Huntingdonshire) is an in-
depth study of the world's first purpose built prisoner of war camp. 

 Of course prisoners of war were nothing new but they had often been treated rather like inconvenient 
herds of human cattle to be driven to the rear or else placed on great rotting ships, the notorious prison 
hulks, but for reasons of logistics, and one would hope a growing sense of humanity, something better 
was needed and so Norman Cross was built and ready for occupation by 1797. Dartmoor would follow 
just a few years later.  

The book is set out in a business like manner following the project from its inception right up to its 
closure and the prose is straight forward yet also entertaining, a fine style balancing the recorded facts and 
figures with human observations and how those logistics became the living conditions for up to seven 
thousand souls. 

My favourite theme of the book is the experience of the inmates themselves, their treatment, the food, 
their small amusements such as putting on theatre productions and the well known pursuit of crafting 
bone into ornaments, from simple dominoes to magnificent model ships with rigging and automated 
moving parts, the agents of the camp did receive complaints from local residents that 'lewd and obscene' 
carvings and toys were also on display although whether these had moving parts is unknown.  

The centre illustrations are a good accompaniment ranging from photographs of the few surviving 
structures and recovered artefacts to watercolours made by a British officer, John Durrant, at the time 
showing both structures and the daily activities of the prisoners.  

As a general Napoleonic history it sheds much light on the attitudes of the day towards the prisoners, both 
officers and men, both from officials and the general public and indeed how they imposed their own order 
and relations on top of the official line, it also has a fair section on diseases of the camp for anyone of a 
medical bent.  

An enjoyable read on a topic often overlooked in general histories where the crop of prisoners from each 
and every battle are too often  forgotten once their part has been played in the fighting.  

Recommended.  

Norman Cross by Paul Chamberlain is available from the history press, visit www.thehistorypress.co.uk 
for more information. 

 

Rhandolph Stearman 

 

Editor’s note: 

Many thanks for this review 
Randolph. The book was 
promoted in the Summer 
Adjutant, (see right), and back 
in 2015, Adrian and I visited 
the site and took this photo 
which appeared on the front of 
the December 2015 Adjutant. 
(far right).  

file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.thehistorypress.co.uk
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www.napoleonicassociation.org 

       And Finally.... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Staff Officers 
Meeting,  

Playmobil style. 
See if you can spot a few 
well known members of the 
team… 

As seen at the amazing 
exhibition in Astorga. 

Playmobil were one of the 
main sponsors of the 
event. 

Photo by Kate Lobb 




