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Editor’s Page 

Hello all, 

Welcome to the 3rd and final edition of The Adjutant for 2016.  

I hope you have all had an enjoyable and exciting Re-enactment Season, with 

plenty of memories to look back on. By now most of you will I am sure have 

enjoyed your regimental Christmas/end of season parties. Adrian and I were 

very privileged to be invited to two of these, the 1st 95th and the 44th. 

We were saddened to hear of the passing this year of three NA members, 

Shirley Barras, Tim England and, most recently, Terry Thurlbeck, of which 

Martyn has written in his report.  

I hope that you will all have seen the information about the Winter Party 

which follows the NA AGM on 21st January 2017 in Devizes. By the time you 

read this it is likely that there will only be a few tickets left unsold for the party 

as there has been a great response. Please contact me direct if you still haven’t got yours yet. 

In this issue are details of the new programme for 2017, as well as reports from our chairman and the British 

and French commanders, plus news from the regiments. 

Please keep sending me your reports and news so that we can 

continue to produce an interesting newsletter for all members to 

read.  

It only remains for me to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a 

New Year full of exciting new events, and I’ll see as many of you as 

possible at the AGM and Winter Party in Devizes in January. 

 

Kate 
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Here is an updated list of the NA Committee  

 

Chairman     Martyn Monks 

Treasurer     Jerry Sperring 

Secretary     Toni Monks 

Safety Officer    Adrian Lobb 

Events Officer    Tony Wilks 

Membership Secretary  Fran Read 

Media Officer    Laura Short 

 

Bring and Buy Sale, Saturday 21st January 2017 
 

At The Bear Hotel in Devizes, after the AGM, we will be holding our first Bring 

and Buy Sale for 2017. 

 

Please bring your unwanted re-enactment related stuff to Devizes, clothing, books, 

leatherwork, buttons etc., labelled with your name and a suggested price, and we 

will try and sell if for you.  Remember, you don’t want it lying around for another 

6 months... 

 

10% of the price will go to the Army Benevolent Fund, and the rest is yours.   

 

At the end of 2016 we sent  a £50 donation to the 

Army Benevolent Fund, which was 10% of the total 

takings and we will be continuing this arrangement into 

the new season. 
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Chairman’s Report 

 

Dear all 

Well here we are at the end of another year and one that 

has been quite challenging for the Association. Paying 

events have been at a premium with one of our main 

sponsored events, the Battle of Nations, cancelled at 

short notice. Thankfully the Association could find a 

replacement event at short notice at Hole Park. This is 

an excellent site with a very good owner who has invited 

us to back in May next year an invitation we could not 

refuse. The Events Programme for 2017 is taking shape 

and details of the programme are included elsewhere in 

this edition of the “Adjutant”. 

It is with sadness that I must report the deaths of three members of the Association. Shirley 

Barrass (Loyal Volunteers), Tim England (45eme) and Terry Thurlbeck (1st/95
th
) have passed 

away since the last edition of the “Adjutant” was published. I am sure you will join me in sending 

condolences to their families. 

On a brighter note, Kate Davis and Adrian Lobb married in October, Kate Lackenby and Jim 

Harlow became engaged in November and Andy and Sarah Smith had a son, James, in 

October. I am sure you will join me in congratulating them and wishing them all the best for the 

future. 

The Association has a third Brigade to join the French and British ones. The Coalition Brigade 

will comprise the Prussian units and the Russo-Prussian Artillery and will be open to any units 

which do fit within the French or British Order of Battle. The Coalition Brigade will have its 

own Brigade structure and will be attached as a tactical unit to either the French or British 

Brigades as necessary. Richard Brown has been elected as the Brigade Commander and I am 

sure you will join me in congratulating him on his election to that post. 

The Association’s AGM and Winter Party will take place in Devizes on 21 January 2017 and I 

hope that as many of you as possible can attend both. The notification of the AGM has been 

sent out with details of the Executive Committee posts which members can be nominated for. 

However, by the time this edition of the “Adjutant” is published the date for nominations to the 

Executive Committee will have passed. However, the Executive Committee is always looking for 

new members who feel they can contribute to the smooth running of the Association. If you feel 

you can help or are interested in knowing what a role of the Executive Committee entails, then 

please do not hesitate to contact me. My email address is martyn.monks@btinternet.com . 

So, it just leaves me to wish you all, on behalf of the Executive Committee, a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

 

Martyn 

 Photo © Alan Balding 

mailto:martyn.monks@btinternet.com
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French Commander’s Report 

 

Party season is in full flow and Facebook is awash with 

posted photographs of the various NA units’ celebrations. 

Many units choose to hold their AGMs at the same time as 

their parties and congratulations go to all those individuals, 

Allied and French, who have received rewards and or 

promotions for their contributions to their units. As 

Napoleon once said ‘a soldier will fight long and hard for a 

piece of coloured ribbon’. I guess that fact applies as much 

today as it did in Napoleon’s time. It’s certainly worth 

remembering that everyone within the NA makes a valuable 

contribution to the Association. So whether you are an active 

NA Committee member; an Officer or NCO; private 

soldier; cantinierre, sutler or camp follower;  civilian; researcher; or simply someone with an 

interest in the period, it’s thanks to you and your commitment to the period that allows us all to 

flourish and to continue our enjoyment of the hobby. 

 

Next season is already looking to be an exciting and busy one. One thing that has struck me with 

the planning of events for 2017, is that there appears far more willingness to share contact details 

and event details across various countries and associations than in previous years when it has not 

always been easy to find out what’s happening where and when. I think this is down to the 

quality of the relationships that are being built up between the NA’s unit members and groups 

from further afield. And long may it continue! 

 

Reflecting on 2016, I have two personal highlights. Firstly, the great turn out and opportunity to 

meet up with old friends and colleagues at Jena. It always brings a real poignancy to the event 

when you get the chance to fight over the ground where the actual events took place over 200 

years ago. Secondly, being surprised at the Hole Park event, where I had the honour to be 

awarded a new sword from the 45e which was presented to me by our very own ‘Napoleon’, 

John Horwood.  So it wasn’t a coloured ribbon, but it certainly had the same effect. 

 

I hope you all have many good memories and highlights of your own from 2016 and that many 

more will be experienced in 2017. 

 

Vive L’Empereur 

Salut et Fraternite 

Duncan 
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REMEMBERING Tim England 45
eme 

 

Tim England sadly passed away on 24
th
 October 2016.  This 

was very sudden and unexpected. Tim had only just returned 

from campaign in Jena where he spent an enjoyable time with 

his friends and colleagues within the 45e and Genie. Although 

Tim was a relatively new member of the 45
eme, 

 he had already 

established himself well within the unit, throwing himself whole 

heartedly into the living history element of the hobby and by 

providing help and support to other unit members. He will be  

fondly remembered for his keen observations and astute one 

liners and we will sadly miss his company and pipe smoking 

around the camp fire.  

Our thoughts go to his son, Tom and other family members. 

RIP Tim. 

Duncan Miles 

Terrence Thurlbeck  2/11/1943 to 10/12/2016  ..1st 95th Rifles 

 

Terry was born in Warwickshire but moved to Bristol in his adult 

life. 

He was a keen and expert guitarist and bassist; one of his bands 

supported the Rolling Stones just before fame took them over. 

He was invited to play in Marmalade but turned it down because 

his daughter Sharon (Harding) was on the way! So almost a Rock 

God. 

Terry toured around Europe and the USA in bands over some 

40 years and was still playing in his band until earlier this year. 

He was a keen “gadget” man, always wanting new technology as it 

came available but he did understand it as well, a rare thing! 

Terry had supported the 1st 95th for many years as a gentleman 

camp follower, taking photographs and participating in the day to 

day re-enactment activities. 

He was a great inspiration and delight to us all, he will be sorely 

missed but will be remembered with great respect and affection. 

Alan Earp 
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 The British Division – end of the year report – 2016 

 By Major General Edwin (Ed) Parker 

 

I guess by the time you read this we are either in the midst of Christmas parties 

or the great national post-Christmas hangover – not sure this is the best of times 

to look at 2016 – but here goes anyway.  

 

It started for me in January at the British Division meeting prior to the NA’s 

AGM,  emerging as the new commander of the Division. The initial excitement 

of being elected to the position soon passed when I began to think about the 

honour I had been given and the enormity of the job I had taken on.  I soon 

discovered that it’s not just about leading you guys onto the battlefield– that’s the 

easy bit.  It’s more about the organisation and management of Staff and Brigades 

and the liaison with the NA’s event team and even sometimes directly with  event 

organisers, and of course with the high command of the French armies – 

scenarios have to be agreed before battle can commence. 

 

I was supported by a staff – not big in numbers, but efficient and growing in confidence as the  year progressed:  

Assistant Adjutant General - David Bell,  Assistant Quartermaster General - Adrian Lobb 

ADC’s  Mathew Ring and Paul Wisken and later joined by Alan Earp from 1/95. 

 

For our first year I think we did pretty well. Our first priority was to create an army structure that would meet 

with the approval of our units and  would work. It was great coming out of Waterloo200 with all the experience 

that gave us, but we knew that economies of scale were pre-eminent -   the NA do not (unfortunately) have 

thousands of  soldiers on their books . But Waterloo taught us one great lesson - we knew the Brigade structure 

worked and their commanders had the support of the units within them. So we took the logical steps, reduced 

the number of infantry Brigades from 4 to 3 - so Rob Yuill and Donald Meulemans  (Adam Paylor often taking 

over when Donald could not make it to some UK events)  remained in charge of first and third  brigades 

respectively, Jim Harlow took over from me at 2Brigade . With Keith Williams commanding the British Cavalry 

and Ginge Eames the artillery - we had experience and  enthusiasm at the top. And it worked well. When 

numbers  made such a structure unworkable we cut our cloth accordingly – sometimes down to as little as one 

infantry brigade plus artillery – but the structure and camaraderie created  by units and their CO’s made all 

things possible. 

 

Well done Guys. 

 

Events overseas 

It is great news that the NA are more frequently being asked by overseas organisers to supply the support and 

organisation for the Allied Army at key events. Both Ciudad Rodrigo and Waterloo 2017 are examples. Our 

structure, command and control procedures are appreciated by such organisers who know that we can deliver. If 

there are events that clash, or if for any other reason I cannot attend, then it will be my responsibility to appoint 

a Division Commander in my absence.  

Please remember that I have no given right to assume that I will be in command at any overseas event, (The 

same applies for a non-NA UK event) like the NA, I have to be invited to fulfil such a role.  

 

Back at home 

I must also pay a huge compliment to Tony Wilks and Jim Paylor on whose shoulders rests most of the 

responsibility for finding and organising the annual NA event programme.  I know how difficult it is  in these 

difficult economic times, to get organisers and sponsors to commit to an event that will do us proud and have the 

right level of financial support and then to keep to their promises and not draw back on commitments at short 

notice. Well done and thanks gentlemen.   
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Communications 

At the start of the year we did promise that we would be taking a close look at our Division communications 

particularly with regard to emails and social media. We are still in the process of refining this and we will have 

some more news for you in January. We have been disappointed that we have not been able  to make the hoped 

for changes to the Big battalions Site . We have had no real help in this ambition and I understand it is no 

longer accessible.  We are therefore looking at  a possible replacement idea.  

 

An advertisement – WE NEED HELP  

 

We think it is important that the Division has a good presentation at events , that  it has an HQ that is not only 

functional for our needs, but presents a good public face – is part of our presentation. We have the tent, as many 

of you have seen earlier this year and we have a number of promises for the supply of furniture and other stuff. 

What we don’t have is the transport. The NA will help us out with a trailer as long as we can obviously provide 

the storage and transport to/from events. We are therefore looking for a willing wagon master to help us out. 

The following are the key points including the benefits for anyone filling this role. 

Must have suitable vehicle with tow-bar and license to tow 

Must have Storage space (Off-road and secure) 

Will guarantee attendance at major NA events – e.g. Ickworth, Hole Park, Chalk Valley, Spetchley, Fishguard. 

We will arrange on-site labour to erect and dismantle the tent 

NA will provide mileage allowance to help with fuel.  

Can use it to transport your own stuff as well (there should be enough space) 

If you don’t have an existing unit commitment and you feel like being responsible for being NCO IC of the HQ,  

we will consider finding you a home as part of the Division staff.  

 

If you are interested and can help out - see us at the January meeting or send Ed, David or Adrian an email and 

we will get back to you. 

 

In conclusion 

For my first year in command of you all, I think it went pretty well. I would like to thank all of you in the 

Division, (Not just  the Brigade CO’s and staff officers, to whom I do of course owe a huge debt) but to you all 

for your support over the year and at times showing considerable forbearance in your response  to some of my 

rather more eccentric demands, I thank you all of you for your continued enthusiasm and the pleasure of your 

company . 

 

2017 - Upwards and onwards 

We reckon that the coming year is likely to see the beginnings of a resurgence in Napoleonic Re-enactment at 

home and abroad.  Although Waterloo200 will never be forgotten by those of us who were there, it’s great 

memories , and there are many of them, are just that – no longer are we left with a feeling of anti-climax and  

with the post event hangover experienced by many. Those that planned to leave the hobby after 2015 have done 

just that, leaving those of us committed to the cause – looking forward to the years’ ahead.  

 

The British Division – 2017. 

As you know, each year,  your Division commander has to be elected to this position by British NA affiliated 

units. This will take place in January. We will be looking at the timing of this annual election. Bringing it forward 

to October/November will make things a lot easier for planning for the following year (We will talk more on this 

at January’s meeting). 

  

If I am reappointed, then there may be some changes in Staff and Brigade command personnel, although I do 

not expect there to be many. The basic army structure will remain unchanged.  Our camp planning we will need 

to improve and we are hoping to get a number of unit scenarios built into the living history day.  

 

See you all next year  

God save the King! 

 

Major General Edwin Parker 

Commander of the British Division 



9 

This selection of photos supplied by General Parker  

presents a snapshot of some of the events which took 

place this year. 
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Help us secure Sir Thomas Lawrence's last portrait of the Duke of Wellington 

 

The National Portrait Gallery has launched a 

major appeal to acquire Lawrence's last portrait 

of the Duke of Wellington. 

Wellington is one of Britain's most famous heroes 

and yet the Gallery does not have a portrait that 

can do justice to this iconic sitter. Since the 

Gallery opened in 1856, the lack of a suitable 

depiction of the Duke of Wellington has long been 

identified as the biggest gap in our Collection. 

Now, the Gallery has been offered the opportunity 

to acquire Sir Thomas Lawrence's final portrait of 

the Duke of Wellington provided we can raise the 

necessary funds by March 2017. 

We are delighted that the Art Fund has generously 

supported this acquisition and, alongside the 

Gallery's own funds, we have already secured £1 million of the total required. 

However, we cannot reach our target without your help. 

Each donation brings the Duke of Wellington one step closer to being on 

permanent display at the Gallery, where he can inspire generations of visitors to 

come. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Donate by text 

Text Duke01 to 70700 to give £5 

#GiveItSomeWelly 

 

 

The above is taken from  the #GiveItSomeWelly appeal to acquire this portrait of the Duke of 

Wellington for the National Portrait Gallery and the Nation.  If any members are interested in 

supporting this appeal please go to their website for further information. 
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 For the Seamstress – books you may like to know about 

 

 

PERCOCO, Cassidy.  Regency Women’s Dress: Techniques and Patterns 1800-1830.  Batsford, 

2015. (www.pavilionbooks.com) 

Seen on Mrs Ratcliffe’s bookshelf, this looks like an interesting and useful book, being 
illustrated with contemporary fashion plates. 

 

BARRINGTON, Mandy.  Stays and Corsets: Historical Patterns Translated for the Modern 

Body.  Focal Press, 2016. 

This title popped up when I was looking at costume books on Amazon.  As one who has never 
got a long corset to fit properly, I thought - now that could be a very useful Christmas 
present!  It is quite true that Georgian women who wore stays from childhood were probably a 
very different shape to the modern woman, which explains why we have such problems using 
historical patterns. 

 

And one to miss:- 

HOLMES, Lindsey.  Making Georgian and Regency Costumes for Women.  Crowood Press, 2016. 

Spotted at TORM, the cover picture was enough to rouse suspicions.  Actually, the patterns 

for uncerclothing looked OK, but all the outer garments looked as if they were made for Am 

Dram rather than accurate historical interpretation.  Waist too low, sleeves too big, fabric 

unsuitable – call me a re-enactment snob, but they just didn’t look right. 

 

Heather Constance 

2nd Queen’s Regt. Of Foot 

http://www.pavilionbooks.com


12 

News from the 1/95th Rifles. 

 

Received from Horseguards, dated 12 November, the following have been promoted in the 

1/95th unit: 

Alan Earp = Major to Lt Colonel; 

Bob Picking, Exploring  Engineer Officer attached to 1/95th = Captain to Major; 

Plus: 

James Sturch = Chosen Man to Corporal 

Cathy McSweeney is now 1/95th’s Safety Officer and First Aider. She is also First Aider to 

the NA. 

NA Event Programme for 2017 
 

The following events have been confirmed at the time of going to press., however, some events 

might be subject to change. 

 

21 January  NA AGM and WINTER PARTY The Bear Hotel, Devizes Wiltshire 

8-9 April  1st NA weekend event for 2017 Ickworth, Suffolk    

27-29 May Invasion Kent     Hole Park near Tenterden, Kent 

17-18 June Cuidad Rodrigo, Spain 

17-18 June Waterloo 

30 June-1 July  Daily Mail Literary Festival  Chalke Valley, Wiltshire  

8 July  Burghley Battle Prom 

15 July  Hatfield Battle Prom 

22 July  Blenheim Battle Prom 

5 August  Highclere Battle Prom 

12 August  Ragley Battle Prom  

2-3 Sept  The Last Invasion of the British Mainland Fishguard, Wales 

9 Sept  Ickworth Battle Prom 

 

Please make a note in your diaries of these events. 

It is very important that we all support the NA by attending as many events as we are able. 
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Another Despatch from “The Gentleman from the Times” 
Sir, 

 

Your humble servant was again despatched to report upon the further actions for the realm's 

defence after Bonaparte's attempted invasion was repulsed by a determined skirmish at Hole 

Park. 

 

The alarm of the populace caused by the previous invasion knew no bounds.  Rumours of spies 

abounded and visions of Madame la Guillotine being set up in The London Square so recently 

named after the late and bitterly lamented Lord Nelson's victory at Trafalgar, came only too 

readily to mind.  Would the Frenchmen be able to lay his foul hands upon our own Royal 

family and subject them to the same hideous fate as their own King?  No! 

 

Preparations must be made to repulse the enemy at all costs.  To inspect the latest fortifications 

erected to protect our coastline, I made my way to the impressive batteries and garrison at Fort 

Amherst.  I cannot provide too much detail of the construction of the defences for military 

reasons, but I can assure your readers that good and proper preparations have been made to 

give the Frenchman a bloody nose should he be importunate enough to invade again. 

 

A fine body of troops were assembled at the barrack, being billeted within the caverns of the 

fortifications.  The local populace derived great comfort by their presence and raised 

appreciative huzzahs for the drills and demonstrations put on for their benefit, though your 

humble servant whilst taking sup was caused no little alarm when he became the focus of a fiery 

advance by the riflemen demonstrating their skills which caused me to exclaim "I don't know 

about the enemy, but they certainly scared the hell out of me"  (an epithet which burst from my 

lips but which I hope nobody else will copy). 

 

We cannot relax our vigilance in the defence of our country, for whilst I was present there was 

another attack by the impudent Frenchmen.  A running skirmish began during which they were 

able to penetrate the fort's defences.  As I observed, a pitched battle thundered through the fort's 

tunnels and burst forth from the main gates as the invading troops were repulsed with vigour by 

our boys.  It was a sight to make one's heart swell with patriotic pride and fervour - as with 

determined spunk our excellent forces drove the invading force into 

retreat and pursued them into the woods. 

 

Cheers burst forth from the camp followers ( though one little mite 

seemed unconcerned by the momentous events which were unfolding 

around her), and the soldiers returned for a final parade to celebrate 

their resounding victory.  The overcast and cool weather for the time 

of the year did not detract from the warm approbation expressed by 

the grateful onlookers and all participants could be satisfied with a job 

well done and a duty amply observed. 

 

By your leave, I will keep observation of our country's defence and 

report further in due course. 

 

Christopher Oswald Esq. 
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Book Review 
 

"Letters from Waterloo" by James Humphreys edited by Clive Hodges 

 

This slim volume was sent to me by the Cobbold Family History Trust as being of potential 

interest to Napoleonic Association members. 

Basically it comprises 4 letters, 3 written by James Humphreys and one by Sgt Alex Cummings 

of the 92nd, together with explanatory notes and a Commentary written by Humphreys' 

grandson at the time of the Centenary of Waterloo. 

 

James Humphreys was a businessman who went to Brussels in the winter of 2015 to sort out 

some staffing problems at his warehouse there. 

 

In his first letter he describes events and generally comments on the character and economy of 

Brussels and the inhabitants therein, as well as the impending approach of Bonaparte. 

 

The second letter, written on 1st July 1815, describes the aftermath of the battle from his own 

personal witness and from accounts of others, notably Sgt Cummings, who lodged at the same 

digs as Humphreys and was wounded at Quatre Bras. 

 

The third letter is the one from Sgt 

Cummings to Humphreys, again 

giving an eye witness account of 

Quatre Bras and what happened to 

him afterwards. 

 

In the fourth letter Humphreys 

relates much of Cummings' and 

others experiences to his 

correspondent, as well as family and 

other news of his business interests 

etc. 

 

In general this is an interesting 

social history account of Waterloo 

from the point of view of a civilian 

who, although not actually a 

primary witness of the battles, was 

present in Brussels at the time. 

 

To find out more about this book 

and other family history projects 

you can go to the Cobbold Family 

History Trust's website, 

www.cobboldfht.com.  

 

Kate Lobb  

http://www.cobboldfht.com


16 

 

A New Arrival..... 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to announce a new arrival in the Smith 

household: Baby James Smith arrived on the 5th October (6lb 

12 oz).  Baby is fine, hale and hearty...Mum and Dad are 

shattered and in bits!  So no Regency dancing, serving a 

Russian cannon or quaffing large quantities of fine Prussian 

beer for a while.  Mit Gott fur Koenig und Vaterland!  

Congratulations to Andy and Sarah Smith (Landwehr) on the 

arrival of their son James. 

 

A Marriage... 

On Saturday 1st October at Devizes Town Hall the marriage took place 

between Adrian Lobb and Kate Davis. The ceremony was enhanced by a 

display of Colours from the 2nd Queen’s,  the 9th, 43rd and 44th regiments 

and also a splendid Guard of Honour for which much thanks go to Ed Parker 

and the other participants. The Reception and Wedding Breakfast was 

followed by Regency Dancing . Adrian and Kate would like to express their 

thanks to all those who helped to make their wedding day such a memorable 

occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And an Engagement 

Congratulations to Jim Harlow and Kate Lackenby who recently got engaged in November. 
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Winter Party 2017 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Napoleonic Association’s Georgian Assembly  

at the Historic Bear Hotel, Devizes,  

in the County of Wiltshire,  

on Saturday 21st January 2017. 
............................................................................................................................................ 

2 course hot fork buffet 

Followed by country dancing 

With music by the celebrated Austen Allegros 

 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

The NA Annual General Meeting will be taking place at the same venue earlier 

during the day. 

Our evening will comprise a meal followed by country dances, to the music of the 

Austen Allegros who played so well for us in 2015 at Bury St Edmunds. 

There are now only a very few tickets available so don’t delay, contact 

kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com,  to reserve your place. They cost £28 per person to 

members, and £35 to non-members  

Pay by cheque, payable to “NA Duchess of Richmond’s Ball 2015” or contact me if 

you want to pay by bank transfer. To save postal costs  tickets will be emailed to 

you. 

Rooms can be reserved at The Bear  for special party rates for £85 (single) or 

£115 (double). Family rooms are also available. Please contact the hotel direct on  

events@thebearhotel.net, or telephone 01380 722444. Their postal address is  

The Bear Hotel, Market Place, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 1HS. 

There is alternative accommodation available in Devizes, including a Travelodge 

and B&B hotels. Please contact the Devizes Tourist Information for more details. 
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www.napoleonicassociation.org 

This evocative image was taken at Fort Amherst by Paul Chamberlain earlier this year of the musician from the 

32nd Cornwall Regt. 


