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Editor’s Page 

  

Hello all,  

 

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Adjutant, which is of course 
the “Post Waterloo” edition. 

Well, what can I say...for me, Waterloo was pretty amazing, even if 
it was sheer hard work for all of us. I expect you all have your own 
special memories of the event but of course for me the most special 

moment happened on Saturday evening as I settled down to watch 
the battle, when to my utter surprise I received a proposal of mar-
riage from Adrian. More of that later in this issue... 

The sight and sound of the gun and musket fire and the sheer num-
ber of re-enactors taking part in the battle was quite awesome, and 
the cavalry charges too were wonderful to see. I was also lucky 
enough to attend the wonderful re-enactment of the Duchess of Richmond’s Ball in Brussels 
on the evening of the 17th, which was a truly splendid occasion. 

There are more reminiscences in our usual reports from both the Allied and French com-
manders, plus other contributors experiences, including a fully comprehensive dispatch from 
the 4th Brigade.  

Please keep sending your articles and news to me at kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com, as it is dif-
ficult to produce a newsletter without news to put into it. 

I look forward to meeting up with as many of you as possible at Pains Hill over the August 
Bank Holiday.  Don’t forget to bring any unwanted or surplus kit with you for the Bring and 
Buy on Sunday evening. See the notice on page 14 for details of time. 

Hope to see you soon 

Kate 
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Chairman’s Report 

Well it’s all over! The event we all having been waiting for so long has 

gone! After so much work from us all over the last 18 months Waterloo 

200 seemed to pass in a flash. There are so many memories some of 

which are still popping up in my mind even though it is 2 months since 

the event ended. I hope you enjoyed the event especially the atmos-

phere and the chance to meet old friends and make some new ones. I 

am now beginning to realise I did enjoy it! 

When I came back from Holiday in mid-July I wrote and had put on the 

Association Website a thank you to all those who worked hard. I have asked Kate to include 

that in this issue of the “Adjutant”. I make no apology for publishing it again as I believe it is 

important that we all thank those who did so much to organise Waterloo 200 and the preced-

ing events. 

Contrary to reports Napoleonic Re-enactment did not die at Waterloo 200. Waterloo 200 has 

given us a spring board to go forward. The publicity we received for our hobby is probably 

greater than we could have anticipated. The event was a worldwide event as the number of 

journalists and TV crews that we had to deal with showed. I was even interviewed by a Japa-

nese’s journalist for a Tokyo based newspaper – pity I can’t read the story!!! 

We now need to build on that publicity. Our next event is Pains Hill Park. I know that it clashes 

with Detling but I would ask you all to come to Pains Hill to thank the members of the Associa-

tion’s Events Team who worked so hard before and during Waterloo. It is important that we 

show potential future sponsors of event what we can do and a good turnout at Pains Hill will do 

just that. If we are going to build on our success then your attendance at events is vital. 

Martyn 

 

Wreaths at Waterloo 200 

Wreaths were laid on behalf of the Association at 

the Church in Waterloo after the Parade on Sun-

day the 21st of June 2015. An identical wreath was 

laid in the Chapel at Hougoumont on behalf of the 

Association. 

The wreaths that had been laid by units during 

the Remembrance Parade on Saturday 20th June 

2015 were moved to the Hougoumont Chapel on 

the Sunday Afternoon. Please see the photograph 

below. The Association would like to thank the 

staff of Hougoumont for allowing us to place the 

wreaths in the Chapel. 

 

Photo courtesy of Gordon Simmonds 

 

 Photo © Alan Balding 
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French Commander’s Report 

 

Withdrawal symptoms seem to have affected a lot of people after Waterloo. It is 

as though through people recognising the importance of the commemoration and 

because they had been anticipating the event for so long that they therefore had 

an extremely heightened sense of consciousness about the remembrance and the 

fact that the World was watching. What a spectacle was served up. You will un-

doubtedly have seen, or at least heard about, the various video footage that has 

been posted on the numerous social networks and media outlets. In many of them 

you can hear participants on both sides applauding both the appearance and prow-

ess of their opposite numbers and in particular sounding in awe of the various vol-

leys being fired through the smoke. In a couple of cases you can even hear people 

applauding the quality and sight of the volleys. It quickly struck many of us as we advanced towards what looked 

like quite thin and frail allied lines that whilst we applauded their volleys, two hundred years earlier there would 

have been the same sense of awe followed by the grim reality and horror of the impact of lead on flesh and bone. 

It was a sobering thought for many. 

 

Waterloo was preceded by Horse Guards and Beating the Retreat, which once again provided many of us with a 

unique opportunity to perform in a very historical setting. Lining up in Wellington Barracks, marching down Bird 

Cage walk and being able to perform in amongst professional soldiers and musicians is certainly an experience 

many of us will cherish for a very long time. A special note of thanks goes to our colleagues from 85e who came 

across from the Netherlands to support the event. In normal circumstances we would have been talking about 

Horse Guards for weeks to come, yet we left London and almost immediately had to focus on our final Waterloo 

preparations. 

 

Everyone will have their favourite memories of the event. The friendliness and interest shown by the visiting pub-

lic and locals; the camaraderie within the French and Allied camps and between the two; meeting old friends and 

making new ones; or simply the sheer scale and spectacle of the event itself.  The two battles were both interest-

ing and enjoyable to take part in, with the Saturday battle being particularly memorable. Simply being a part of 

the initial large attack column was quite exhilarating, especially when looking back through the ranks and seeing 

the numbers involved. Reforming after having fallen back from the initial attack and then advancing to support 

the Guard was also quite an emotional moment. Even though it was a re-enactment, without real casualties, it felt 

as if we were an unstoppable sea about to wash over the thinning lines of allied troops. As you know we were once 

again thrown back, this time in disarray. 

 

What did we learn in terms of this event compared to some others? I think rather than learning something new, a 

number of earlier lessons were reinforced. Firstly, in amongst the smoke and noise it is extremely difficult to 

spot the movements of cavalry and potential threats to our flanks. Secondly, you rely heavily on lower levels of 

commands and small close knit groups of people to make things happen and get things done. This is especially so 

once the cohesion of a unit has been broken over rough terrain and/or through a retreat. Thirdly, those who took 

part in the fighting during the revolutionary period and the Napoleonic Wars (and in all the various conflicts 

since) deserve our respect and our tribute. We choose to do this as a hobby for fun, many of those had no choice 

yet still many gave and continue to give their lives for their countries. Something not to be forgotten. 

Thanks to all those dedicated souls who made Waterloo possible for us – Laurence and her team and the NA or-

ganising team – well played one and all. Now let’s look forward to the remaining events in 2015 and start planning 

for 2016 and beyond. 

Salut et Fraternite 

 

Duncan 
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WATERLOO 200 ~ A BIG THANK YOU 
 

Now that the excitement of Waterloo 200 is behind us I felt that it is important that we as 

an Association formally thank the people who put so much effort and time into ensuring that 

the event was a success. 

  

I would like therefore to thank on behalf of the members of the Napoleonic Association the 

following people: 

Etienne Claude, Laurence Nelis, Marie-Caroline Petit-Musin, Marie-Isabelle Legrand, Aurélie 

Loreau, Amicie Dq, Camille Lauwers and Marie Christine for their work in organising the event 

and their patience in dealing with so many queries from individuals and units. 

  

My colleagues on the W200 Committee, Tony Wilks and Jim Paylor, who worked tirelessly to 

make sure that the logistics support was as good as it was in the Allied Camp. They were of 

course aided and abetted by our very good friend Ron Van Dyck. 

  

Jan De Coster and members of the 8eme who organised the French camp. 

 

Franky Simon who carried on after falling off his horse and suffering multiple fractures. 

 

All the Army, Brigade and Unit Commanders who ensured that their people were at the right 

place at the right time. 

Jerry Sperring for taking on the unenviable task of Powder Master for the Allied Armies. 

Lisa Stanhope for taking over as Allied Cavalry quartermaster at short notice. 

  

The following who formed the Advance Party and worked so hard to set up and dismantle the 

Allied camp: 

Steve Day   Karen Green   Megan Pearson   Kat More 

Hanna Trotter   Mark Fewtrell   Glen Shaw   Michelle Ward 

James Ward   Peter Edwards   Paul Edwards   Trevor Jones 

Fran Read    Bob Birtwhistle 

  

Without these people the event would not have been such a success and so once again I thank 

them on behalf of all of the members of the Association. 

  

Finally I would like to commend Ross Watson for his actions at the “Inferno”. His prompt ac-

tion in dealing with cartridge boxes that were ignited by the rocket saved further injury. He is 

to be congratulated on both his quick thinking and his ability to take control of such a danger-

ous situation. 

  

Martyn Monks 

Chairman 

Napoleonic Association 

15th July 2015 

https://www.facebook.com/mariecaroline.petitmusin
https://www.facebook.com/Amicie.dq
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British Army Commander’sReport 

Waterloo – After the Battle was Done 
 

Thank you. 

 

That is the most important thing that must be said before anything else 

regarding Waterloo. Thank you to everyone who took part in the most 

remarkable re-enactment we have ever been involved with. 

 

Blood, toil, tears and sweat were certainly the grind for the grist of that 

event and it mattered no differently if you loaded a musket, carried the 

water, fired a cannon, pushed a pen, fried an egg, waved a sword, applied 

a plaster or answered a radio. It was bloody hard work and worth every 

effort. 

 

Frustrating and rewarding, gruelling and glorious. 

 

Years or preparation on everyone’s behalf paid off in a grand spectacle and there are still hours of footage to 

enjoy rolling in via Facebook and YouTube. We will always have those memories. 

 

And now we look to the future….. 

 

Our events team are continuing with the program of events this year and Painshill is coming up soon which is a 

great venue, ideally located and an old stamping ground of the NA. 

The British Army will have all the Brigades represented, Horse, Cannon and Foot and an Order of Battle will be 

published once all the numbers have come in. Please ensure you have sent your camp footprint to your Brigadier so 

that the information may go to the Army QM who will plan a smart campsite for us. Two fast paced battles in 

each afternoon will keep us and the audience well entertained. 

 

Fort Amherst ,in September, is after that, which promises to be a very immersive event with Garrison Duties and 

a Battle over the Fortifications. Amherst is a perfect location for us to fully enjoy the historic setting, hosted by 

good friends with many local units in support. Again, please get those camp details and numbers to your Briga-

diers. 

 

For any of you who wish to indulge in the rich history of the Irish Rebellion of 1798, you must consider attending 

the events over in Ireland which are great fun, well managed and hugely rewarding. Brigadier General Ed Parker 

and his boys have supported these events for the last three years and it is growing from strength to strength. 

 

Spain is also a happy stamping ground for us and it will be excellent to get out in the Peninsula once more and we 

are all keen to hear what the events team have planned for 2016. 

 

 The future of our British Army will be settled once the election for British Commander has taken place at the 

end of January next year. Until then we continue as we are as the splendid Infantry Brigade Commanders have 

pledged to remain in their offices until that time. Our thanks must go to Colonel Andrew Robertson who has now 

stepped down as British Cavalry Brigadier and The Artillery continue under their very own Illustrious Brigadier. 

Following the Brigade Commander being elected in January, each separate Brigade will be expected to elect their 

Commander. All depending on who takes the responsibility of British Commander. 

 

As always, my hat is off to you all, for all you do! 

 

Major General Michael Haynes 

British Commander 
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Waterloo 200,  The 4th Brigades perspective…………… 
 

An account of the recent operations of 4th Infantry Brigade, 
 Colonel Robert K Yuill, late HM 68th Durham Regiment, Light Infantry commanding. 

In the recent campaign fought in the Low Countries, to the south of Brussels near the villages 
 of Brain L’Alleud and Waterloo between the 13th and 21st June ’15. 

 

Preliminary Moves & Preparations 

The Brigade having received orders to move to support His Majesty’s forces in the Netherlands and con-
centrate with the remainder of the army in the vicinity of Brussels, the commander met with senior staff 
in Bath on 13th June. Early on the 14th, orders having been issued for the Brigade units to march, Brigade 
Headquarters embarked at Dover aboard H.M.T Pride of Kent.  

After an uneventful crossing and swift disembarkation in the Low Countries, we made a fast route to-
wards the village of Waterloo, south of Brussels where we had been ordered to assemble.  

On meeting up with staff from the AQMG’s department we were allocated a bivouac area in the vicinity 
of Le Chateau de Hougemont near the village of Braine L’Alleud.  

15th and 16th June were spent in preparation to receive the units of The Brigade as they arrived. Unit 
lines were marked in preparation for the flag men of each detachment to arrive.  

The 4th Brigade consisted of two Battalions of Detachments, a strong Company of Skirmishers and Bri-
gade Corps of Music. The Brigade composition was as follows: 

1st Battalion of Detachments: (Major Macfarlane 33rd Comd’ing, drawn from Northern Military District). 
2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards  
33rd (1st West Riding of Yorkshire) Regiment of Foot (Reinforced with drafts 
from the 68th Durham Regiment Light Infantry)  
51st (2nd West Riding of Yorkshire) Regiment of Foot, Light Infantry 
 

2nd Battalion of Detachments: (Lt Col. Williams Comd’ing, from His Majesty’s North American Garrison). 
    1st Regiment of Foot, Royal Scots; Grenadier and Light Companies 

6th Regiment of Foot Lt. Coy 
    41st Regiment of Foot 

49th Regiment of Foot Grenadiers and Centre Coys  
89th Regiment of Foot 
10th Royal Veterans 

    Royal Newfoundland Regiment 
De Meuron’s Regiment 
Incorporated Militia of Upper Canada 
York Militia 
 

Brigade Skirmishers  Company 2nd Battalion 95th (Capt. Lynch’s Coy) 
Brigade Music   Corps of Drums (Drum Major Flowers) 

___________________________ 
 
The first unit to arrive was The Coldstream Guards who were to perform various guard and ceremonial 
duties both locally and in Brussels, relating to balls and ceremonies including members of the Royal 
Households of the House of Orange and the Court of St. James. (It is understood the Prince of Wales was 
in attendance).  
 
Their arrival was quickly followed by The 51st Light infantry, then 2/95th Rifles and the 33rd Regiment 

detachments over the next two days. The 1st Batt was complete in its lines by the 17th June.  
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The Detachments  comprising the 2nd Battalion had advanced as far as Brussels by this date and arrived, 
with an impressive entry into camp with the Corps of Music at the head, the following day, the 18th.  

 
It is with deep regret that I have to record here the first Brigade casualty. Shortly after arrival, 2nd Bat-
talion received a fatality. Pte Glenn Shott, serving with the De Meuron detachment, died of natural 
causes. It was with true sadness we marked his passing, and honoured his memory, with the whole Bri-
gade.  
 
Throughout the 16th and 17th June, we continued to receive reports of major actions taking place be-
tween the French under Napoleon himself, and our Prussian allies to our east in the vicinity of Ligny and 
Wavre. It became clear that we could expect a general engagement soon. 
 
General Headquarters had established near to the Brigade, as was Divisional Headquarters. Division 
was commanded by Major General M Haynes, the Army by General W Ellis-Jones. His Grace The Duke of 
Wellington and his Royal Highness The Prince of Orange were also present with the army.  
 
The Division was complete by the 18th June and along with supporting Corps from The Royal Dutch 
Army, The Kingdom of Prussia and other ‘German’ states formed the Army.  
 
The Army is engaged. The First Day, 19th June.  
 
On the 18th following some indication from Division, the Brigade Commander and unit commanders 
conducted a reconnaissance over the ground where it was believed we may face the French. We ob-
served a small complex of buildings the Brigade was to garrison and support, called Petite Hougemont. 
The Defence of this position was to be entrusted to The Coldstream Guards and 51st Light Infantry ini-
tially. Throughout that day and the 19th we engaged, along with the other elements of the Army in a 
number of Brigade Drills. All was action, in anticipation of the general engagement. 
 
At around 5pm on the 19th we observed the general movement of our artillery, going to our east and the 
action was eagerly anticipated. Shortly after the Brigade received orders to march and engage the 
French. The Brigade formed, and was to lead the Division. Skirmishers were deployed forward to lead, 
Corps of Music behind, with the remainder of the Brigade following in column of route with the right (1st 
Bn) in front. By 6pm The Division was ready to move and we set of along the Ohain road, following our 
Dutch allies. We had a difficult march, not hard by distance but made tedious by the various halts im-
posed upon us and by the press of numbers on the roads both civilian and military alike. The soldiers 
endured the many delays with fortitude and good humour.  
 
We passed through the Farm of La Haye Sainte, occupied by elements of the Kings German Legion Light 
Battalions since the 17th. Here we received a halt of 2hours, imposing much delay on the army, due to a 
collapsed causeway and the intransigence of the local Gendarmerie.  4th Brigade fared better than most 
being in the farm courtyard, rather than stuck on the open tracks further to the rear.  When the advance 
recommenced, the Brigade moved forward to the positions previously reconnoitred.  
 
The ground was rolling farm land, covered in crops of rye some 3 to 4 feet high, sufficient to help con-
ceal a man from view when kneeling down. A number of ridges ran east-west, two in particular forming 
a steep and deep re-entrant at the western end, and immediately to the front of our position. This slope 
lessened to the east.  On our position above this re-entrant sat Petite Hougemont, to our east where the 
ground levelled into a smoother sloping valley were other buildings, Petite La Haye, where the soldiers 
of The Kings Germans now deployed in garrison. The weather was overcast and very hot and humid, 
which made all very thirsty. There was a threat of rain in the air.  
 
4th Brigade formed the Right Flank of the allied line.  The Coldstream Guards, supported by the 51st LI, 
formed the core Garrison of Petite Hougemont and fortified it. They were reinforced with the Grenadier 
Coy 1st Regiment of Foot (Royal Scots) and the 49th Regiment & IMUC detachments. The Brigade skir-
mishes moved south down into the re-entrant forming a piquet in extended chain order with which to 
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observe and resist any French movements. The remainder of the Brigade formed a little further to the 
North, up the ridge, to the rear left of the buildings, in order to gain some elevation over the position, 
the better to support the defenders from and observe the actions of the enemy. In this position we were 
supported on our right by a battery of Dutch artillery and on our left by a battery of HM Royal Horse Ar-
tillery. Having detached a little under half the Brigade strength to the garrison (less the skirmishers) 
The Brigade Commander was concerned that he had insufficient strength to support both flanks of the 
complex simultaneously.  
 
The remainder of the division and allied army was strung out from this point to the east along the ridges 
south of the Ohain Road. A reinforcement from the Prussians advancing from the east was eagerly an-
ticipated. The French were already in the field and seemed superior in numbers to our force.  
 
Our Skirmishers found themselves in an exchange of fire with French skirmishers to our front left. An 
insignificant number to seriously threaten the 2/95th. Skirmishers supporting Petite La Haye were also 
engaged around this time though by much superior numbers than faced us. The remainder of the army 
was no sooner deployed onto the field than a general engagement commenced with an exchange of artil-
lery fire between the two armies across the valley.  
 
The French attacks were concentrated on the Dutch, 3rd & 2nd Brigades on the left of the line to our east, 
and on the troops in the centre around Petite La Haye. 4th Brigade witnessed huge columns of Infantry 
supported by Cavalry massing and moving across the valley to attack the positions of 2nd and Bylandt’s 
Dutch Brigade. They were received hotly before becoming lost to us, enveloped in smoke. 
 
Initially the Brigade faced little more than probing attacks, easily withstood by the 2/95th, and the fire 
from our artillery was quite intense.  An attack was now observed developing against Petite La Haye, but 
the men of Colonel Lange’s KGL held them off. Three columns of troops were now observed breaking off 
from the attack on La Haye and moving diagonally across the valley towards 4th Brigades position, well 
supported by cavalry who fixed 4th to its positions in square, while their infantry advanced. Pressure 
now mounted on the 2/95th who retired facing the enemy, giving ground reluctantly and with a fight. 
The Lt. Coy. Royal Scots deployed forward in support to form a reserve covering the 2/95th‘s with-
drawal.  
 
The situation now became confused, the 2/95th undecided as to how to effectively break contact and 
form on the remainder of the Brigade. At the same time the position of Petite Hougemont came under its 
first direct attack and the remaining enemy columns continued to close. The Brigade commander went 
forward to better ascertain the situation, leaving the bulk of the Brigade under command of the deputy 
commander Colonel Twist. At this delicate moment the Brigade was struck by French Cavalry; Hussars 
and Lancers preceding their infantry. Lt. Coy. Royal Scots closed on the main body of the Brigade which 
formed square effectively. The second 95th took cover in the lee of Petite Hougemont leaving themselves 
dangerously exposed to Infantry advancing from the South. Colonel Yuill found himself with 2/95th at 
this time and whilst encouraging the men to move to a more advantageous position in orb away from 
the approaching infantry, received a wound from a passing lancer, but was fortunately able to continue 
and return to the Brigade main body. At the same time the Brigade Major narrowly escaped a similar 
fate, just making it to the safety of the Brigades bayonets, in time.  
 
There cavalry now most effectively pinned us in square enabling their infantry to come up close to Pe-
tite Hougemont which now received a significant assault on two sides (south and east). A Battalion of 
Infantry now closed on the square, while their cavalry were still so significantly present we could not 
adopt any other formation. The Brigade was obliged to manoeuvre in square, withdrawing to the North 
whilst engaging from the front and left faces. By gaining some distance we were able to lessen the ef-
fects of their fire, and our square held firm and manoeuvred well, delivering a steady fire. Their Infantry 
taking up so much room, the security of our square and an inability to effect the defenders of the build-
ings, their Cavalry moved off from us. It was observed they fell upon the flank of 2nd Brigade which was 
at that time in line, and caused a great deal of trouble.  
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Allied cavalry appeared in support of us, driving off any remaining French cavalry and we were able to 
form line and commence a serious fire upon their infantry. Petite Hougemont was now hard pressed and 
the alarm could be heard beating on the drums from inside. 2/95th were thrown forward to reinforce 
the garrison and to cut their way through the French now attempting to envelop the North side and gain 
access through the gate there. The French in turn countered this advance and the 33rd had to be de-
ployed to finally sweep the French out of the orchard garden north of the buildings, enabling 2/95th to 
get in and reinforce the garrison.  
 
The French attacks on Pettie Hougemont were now checked, cleared from the north and receiving fire 
from the orchard, the east and south walls and from the main body of the Brigade to the North East of 
the position. It became apparent that the ground to the west was now vulnerable, covered only by the 
Dutch guns and with the Brigade reserve committed to the reinforcement of the garrison. If they out-
flanked this position they outflanked the whole allied line. Colonel Yuill requested reinforcement for the 
right flank and this was delivered in the form of a Swedish Battalion, detached from 1st Brigade. Arriving 
just as the French began to press round the west, this Battalion swept around the buildings delivering a 
decisive check to the enemy and then forcing them to withdraw. This Battalion then successfully held 
that flank for the remainder of the action. They acquitted themselves most admirably and great credit is 
due to their commander and his men.  
 
We now received cavalry again, numerous charges; but the squares held and they were seen off. Petite 
Hougemont was holding, though its defences were shattered, huge gaping holes appearing in the as-
saulted walls, each hole now held by a number of muzzles and musket butts protruding forwards from 
the defenders. The remainder of the Brigade was now able to advance and fire and we began to drive 
the French back off the ridge and down into the re-entrant. Dusk was now upon us, and with the light 
failing; at about 9.30pm we observed the French Reserve, La Garde Imperiale, commencing a move in 
attacking columns, towards the allied right flank. We heard that the Prussians were fiercely engaged 
now to the rear and flank of the French in the east, and this enabled troops to move across to receive La 
Garde’s advance. 4th Brigade received orders to gain ground to the right and be prepared to wheel and 
enfilade the assault of La Garde Imperiale. 
 
As the ‘tete de colonne’ was met by withering fire from 1st, 2nd & 3rd Brigades to the left, the Brigade 
wheeled and let fly into their flank with a series of well delivered Brigade and wing volleys. We then 
commenced a rolling fire by companies. Receiving fire from their front and their flanks La Garde began 
to withdraw and we turned our attentions to clearing the remaining troops from the front of Petite 
Hougemont supported by the Swedish to our right.  
 
What French remained would not stand and the Allied advance became general, driving them from the 
field until we stood on the ridge where they had commenced the battle. The troops being much fatigued, 
we halted to rest rather than pursue. Tired, the Brigade watched their foe unbowed, marching from the 
field. Receiving orders to retire to positions for the night, the Brigade gathered itself together reformed 
and marched. It began to rain lightly and with daylight now gone at 1030pm it quit the field. The 2/95th 
achieved their positions shortly after 11pm, 1st Battalion, delayed behind Dutch and Germans reached 
their positions by Midnight, 2nd Battalion was complete in billets by 2am.  
 
It was evident that we would need to face the French again. They had withdrawn in good order from the 
field and reports were already coming in of reinforcement’s en-route to their camps. Petite Hougemont 
had been rendered almost indefensible by this day’s action and a hard fight the following day was con-
templated if the Brigade were to hold it again.   
 
The Army is engaged. The Second Day, 20th June.  
 
The 20th dawned clear but humid, the ground damp from the rain during the night. Formations and 
units across both armies roused themselves slowly to martial activity, tired from the previous day’s ac-
tions.  The Brigade was soon however about its business. Ammunition was being redistributed, fresh 
powder drawn and more ammunition made. Rations and fuel were drawn, canteens filled. Returns of 
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wounded came in and the casualties checked on.  
 
The reports of French reinforcements arriving were now confirmed and as the day progressed, it was 
clear that another action would be fought. So the Brigade was rested as much as possible with only es-
sential duties maintained. Pioneers, artisans and walking wounded were mustered to form a repair 
party for Petite Hougemont and were despatched ahead of the main move to commence work bringing it 
to a defensible state.  
 
The Brigade formed at 5pm and moved, leading the Division, (same order of march as before), to the 
field. This time in a more rapid and less tiring advance than the previous day, the provosts having 
marked a more direct route which was kept clearer of civilians. Deploying to our positions of the day 
before, the Brigade then took ground closer to Petite Hougemeont so as to better support the position 
with its battered and vulnerable defences. The work party had worked hard and delivered what ap-
peared to be substantial works all around the buildings, but close inspection showed they would be lit-
tle obstacle once hard pressed. Skirmishers were deployed, the garrison established and the remainder 
of the Brigade piled arms resting in place by 6.30pm.  The 41st Foot and De Meuron’s Regt detachments 
were sent forward to reinforce the buildings garrison. We were in place before the enemy and were able 
to observe the French forces as they came onto the field for the next 1 ½ hours. During this time the Pe-
tite Hougemont garrison continued to develop their defences. Conditions were fine. The sky was over-
cast and the air humid but there was no rain.  
 
From the observed deployments of the French, it was clear that we would have more of a fight, earlier, 
than we had the day before. There were three battalions of Infantry with skirmishers and a battery of 
artillery in support, to our front right from the start.  4th Brigade was supported by the same batteries 
as before plus a section of guns from the Brunswick corps immediately beside Petite Hougemont. It was 
clear that these latter guns would need to withdraw, or risk capture as soon as the position was seri-
ously threatened.  
 
The Brigade stood-to at around 7.30pm and an eerie hush fell across the field at 8pm. This was soon 
rent by a cannonade from the French batteries across the valley. This was instantly replied to by the al-
lied guns. Cheering went up along the lines as The Duke of Wellington let his presence be seen among 
the brigades. We heard similar cheering from The French and observed Napoleon on his white horse, 
doing the same. Our guns began to fire more furiously than they had the night before. The humidity kept 
the concussion of the guns low and the blast waves could be seen rippling across the standing rye and 
felt passing through the bodies of the men standing forward of the guns.  
 
A large French attack developed against the armies left and we observed the columns attacking the 
Dutch, 2nd and 3rd Brigades as well as Petite La Haye before it became lost to us in the smoke. Our own 
skirmishers were decisively engaged now and being forced to give ground in the face of superior num-
bers. Lt. Coy. Royal Scots went forward to provide support and this time the handover of the battle hap-
pened quickly and cleanly; the 2/95th breaking off and withdrawing to the rear of the Brigade as a re-
serve. The flankers from the Royals continued the fight firing and retiring in the face of a Battalion com-
ing straight up at the main Brigade position. Another Battalion went right of Petite Hougemont and an-
other struck the southern face. The position was soon almost enveloped and fierce exchanges of mus-
ketry ensued across the whole Brigade frontage.  
 
The Brunswick guns had been forced to withdraw after only three rounds, and had fallen back onto the 
Dutch Battery. The severe press of French Infantry to our right was a real concern, but Colonel Yuill had 

already requested of General Haynes that if he saw the flank threatened, could the 4th again receive the 
support of the Swedish Battalion. This was quickly achieved, by no small part due to the effectiveness of 

Lieut. O W Flory the ADC attached to that corps. The Swedes came over and first formed on the Brigade 
left delivering two battalion volleys that helped stop the approaching French battalion in its tracks. 

They then quickly moved round to the right flank and fell upon the French Battalion coming to the right 
of the buildings. They again swept around Petite Hougemont achieved surprise and blocked the advance  
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of the assaulting Battalion.  As with the previous Day, I cannot speak highly enough of the conduct of 
this Battalion. The discipline, manoeuvre, and determination of the officers and men of this corps were  
excellent and key to the preserving of the allied right flank. The Commanding Officer and his men are to 
be highly commended.  
 
The infantry attack now stalled, as troops either faced rolling company fire, or attempted to break into 
the buildings. Their cavalry now came on us, forcing us into square. The fighting intensifying around the 
buildings whilst the main part of the brigade was unable to support them.  
 
Our squares formed quickly and held well. The cavalry soon tired of us, realising they were unable to 
dislodge us, and they were finally seen off by repeated counter attacks from our own heavy cavalry and 
Anglo-Dutch light cavalry.  
 
The Brigade formed line and the 33rd were immediately sent to relieve pressure on the garrison in the 
buildings. They cleared the orchard and the North gate of French at the point of bayonet and then re-
mained to hold the ground. The Swedes were being hard pressed and Colonel Yuill sent the 2/95th to 
support them, with strict orders to return the moment the situation had eased. The brigade was becom-
ing thinly stretched and being left with no reserve. The line and the buildings of Petite Hougemont were 
held, and working in concert with the movements of the Swedes on the right, the Brigade pushed for-
ward and drove the French into the re-entrant. Both 4th Brigade and the Swedes were now in line with 
the south face of the buildings. The 2/95th were now recalled to the Brigade. Envelopment had been pre-
vented.  
 
Their cavalry now came on again. Their attacks were much frustrated by our squares and their prox-
imity to the defenders of Petite Hougemont, who were able to fire on them as they passed. After re-
peated attacks failed they were eventually seen off again by our cavalry. Their infantry had tried to 
come up again as they had the day before but we manoeuvred in square and they were met by fire from 
the 33rd in the orchard that it came to nothing. The 33rd returned to the Brigade. The French Infantry 
came up again, but were held off from any serious assault, and pushed back down the slope.  
 
A pause now occurred in the action for the allied right. A desultory fire was maintained but that was all. 
Through the smoke, noise and stabbing tongues of fire showed the fighting to the east was still in full 
flow, the ground hotly contested. The Brigade took advantage to water and redistribute ammunition. 
General Haynes now moved all British Brigades in line, shoulder to shoulder along the ridge from Petite 
Hougemont on the right, to Petite La Haye in the centre. The Prussians and Dutch Corps maintaining the 
fight to the east.  
 
A cannonade commenced from the French batteries, concentrated on the British to the right of the line, 
and the British Division received the order to kneel down in order to lessen the effects of the fire.  
 
The ‘Pas de Charge’ could be heard and La Garde were seen to advance in three columns support by 
other infantry Battalions. They skirted Petite La Haye, now abandoned by its KGL garrison and held by 
French troops, and headed for the kneeling British line, as if in prayer for what they were about to re-
ceive. Each column was headed by its Grenadiers in their tall bearskins. Resolutely they advanced, when 
they were within long musket shot the order came to stand up, and a long red wall emerged from the 
trodden rye.  
His Grace the Duke of Wellington rode along behind each Brigade, giving words of encouragement for 
our task, which was simple; to halt their advance and pour fire onto them.  
 
The far right column of the French, as we observed it, now appeared to veer to its left as if to try to move 
past 4th Brigade. It was well screened with voltigeurs to its front. Colonel Yuill deployed the 2/95th in 
skirmish order to channel them away from our flank and Petite Hougemont and towards the British cen-
tre. They had the desired effect, but the move was contrary to General Haynes wishes and he remon-
strated with the Rifles for going forward, they were however only acting upon direction of their Brigade 
commander. The 2/95th now reformed on the left of the Brigade.  
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4th Brigade, along with those to its left, now delivered a series of resolute Brigade volleys which caused 
the French columns to halt, in order to increase the rate of fire and discourage any further advance 
Colonel Yuill then ordered the Brigade to fire by wings.  
 
There was now a sudden commotion on the left of the Brigade from the position of the 2/95th, and rifle-
men were observed running into the remnants of a Garde column that was breaking up to their front. It 
appears that a number of men had observed an Eagle bearer becoming isolated and unguarded and the 
men, seized with the lust of battle, had charged forward, eager to capture this unattended prize, which 
they did with no small tussle.  
 
The Garde columns were now head on into the fire being rained upon them by 1st, 2nd and 3rd Brigades, 
and exposing their flank, though they were receiving limited support from some rallying infantry of the 
line. 4th Brigade executed a left wheel to direct fire into the flank, Col. Yuill ordering the right hand com-
pany of 1st Battalion, to refuse the flank, protecting the end of the line. The movement of this wheel was 
made difficult by the passage over so many fallen French to our front, but The Royal Scots Light com-
pany pressed forward and marked the new left of the 2nd Battalion and the other units were then able to 
conform. 2nd 95th previously protecting the pivot flank throughout, now switched flank to the right in 
order to give 1st Brigade more ground. It was reported around this time that the KGL had retaken Petite 
La Haye, ejecting its temporary lodgers with some vigour.  
 
Once fire was coming from front and side, The Garde began to withdraw. One battalion remained reso-
lutely in square, defiant but soon surrounded. 2nd Brigade pushed beyond them to pursue the fleeing 
main French Army. With redcoats on three sides and route of withdrawal cut, they ultimately gave up 
the fight. 
 
A general cheering now broke out along the Army. Victory was to the allies and the French could be seen 
making a dejected withdrawal to the south. Orders came to move to positions for the night and the Bri-
gade was mostly within lines by midnight.   
 
The following morning The Army formed and made a march through the town of Waterloo, representa-
tive detachments from each Brigade taking part. With the Corps of Music from 4th Brigade leading them 
in, the Brigades were formed in the central square opposite the church of St Joseph, where thanks were 
given for victory and the fallen were remembered.  
 
Orders were then received to return to quarters. The actions at Waterloo were ended. 
 
From the 21st, The Brigade dispersed back to Home quarters. Brigade Headquarters returning on H.M.T 
Pride of Canterbury, landing at Dover.  
 

 
 
Colonel, late 68th Durham Regiment LI 
Commanding 4th Infantry Brigade, British Army of The Low Countries 

The seizing of this Eagle was later confirmed by a French Officer on parole, to the Brigade Commander Col. Yuill, 
in conversation the next day. Colonel Perko of the 21eme who’s Battalion had been in close support to the Guard 
assault had heard of the Eagles capture, and wished to confirm which riflemen had captured it. The Eagle was 
confirmed as that of the 1eme Regiment Grenadiers de la Garde Imperiale. 



14 

Forthcoming marriages 

The following couples announced their engagement at Waterloo 

On 18th June, near Hougoumont, Lt  Robert Evans to Miss Ashley Laine Wilde 

On 20th June, on the field of Waterloo, Capt & Lt Col. Adrian Lobb to Mrs Kate Davis 

20th June, in the Allied Bivouac Bar, His Grace the Duke of Wellington (aka Alan Larsen) to Ms Rosie _ 

On 21st June at the Waterloo Parade, Mr Richard Thackeray to  Miss Alexandra Robinson 

I believe there were more proposals during the week, so if you got engaged at Waterloo and are not listed 

here, please let me know for the next edition of the Adjutant. 

Court Circular 

NA Events for 2015 

30-31 

August 

  Painshill Park 

Living History & Skirmish 

Near Cobham, 

Surrey 

20 

September 

Fort Amherst 

Living History & Skirmish 

Chatham, 

Kent 

Bring and Buy Sale 

At Pains Hill in August, we are holding a Bring and Buy Sale, reviving a tradition which John and 

Christie Binmore started some years ago. 

It will be co-ordinated by Adrian Lobb and Kate Davis, and the idea is to bring along any kit or 

“stuff” which you no longer need, in the hopes that it might be of interest to someone else.  

We will hold the sale after the public have gone on Sunday evening, from 5.30pm, and 10% of the 

proceeds will go to the Army Benevolent Fund. 

If you want to bring stuff along, please put a label with a suggested price and your own name on it 

so that we can distribute the takings correctly at the end. 

We look forward to helping you to offload your excess kit at the end of the season! 

For those who are interested, at Painshill there will be an opportunity to join in with Regency Dancing 
on both Sunday and Monday during the day, weather permitting. This will take place near to the  Living 
History Display tents/British staff area. 
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WARNING ORDER - Painshill - August Bank Holiday Weekend 

Please give your support this event  which has been arranged and on the NA list since  March/April this 
year. 

It is in a superb location and very easy to get to, just off the A3 in Surrey and not far from the M25. 
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The Duchess of Richmond’s Ball 

On Thursday 15th June 1815, the Duchess of Richmond held a Ball at her house in the Rue de la Blanchisserie, 

in Brussels, to which all the high ranking officers and residents of the English community were invited. This ball 

has gone down in history and in 2015, on Wednesday 17th June, a re-enactment of that glittering occasion was 

held at the Chateau Ste Anne, on the outskirts of Brussels. For some of us this was a dream come true, to attend 

the famous ball, 2 days before taking part in the re-enactment of the battle of Waterloo. 

The ball was first announced last year, in the autumn of 2014, and as the day approached the excitement was 

increased, as well as the anxiety - will we be able to get there from the bivouacs, will we get time off from our du-

ties in camp, how can we get our ball dresses there in one piece? Transport was arranged, and when the day fi-

nally came, the camp was treated to the sight of several elegantly dressed ladies and dashing officers in their dress 

uniforms, trudging up the dusty track to La Belle Alliance, where we were to pick up the coach into Brussels. 

The ball was held in a charming chateau, with attractive gardens surrounding it, and on arrival we were offered 

champagne and canapés, and strolled around the grounds meeting old friends, and admiring the beautiful ball 

gowns of the other ladies. We were welcomed by our hostess, Her Grace the Duchess of Richmond (Katerina 
Kuzmecheva, who organised the ball) 

Dinner was served at 6pm, and this turned out to be a very elegant three course meal, with wine and other drinks 

served with each course. Toasts were proposed and drunk, and in due course we all repaired downstairs to the 

main hall where dancing was due to begin at 8pm.  

During the first dance there was a little concern amongst some of the officers present, and as we finished, there 

was a stir as His Grace the Duke of Wellington arrived. Shortly afterwards, we were asked to assemble on the 

terrace and lawns at the back of the house to listen to the Crown Forces of America’s Corps of Drums, who had 

arrived to entertain us all. The dancing then resumed, until a further interruption by Prussian officers with an 

urgent message for the Duke....                                                    

Of course, His Grace was duly “humbugged”, and the officers told to fulfil their dance engagements, so we con-

tinued to dance and socialise until the end of the ball when we were conveyed back to our lodgings, having had a 

wonderful and memorable evening.  
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The photos on this and the previous page show 

some of the NA members who attended the 

ball in their finery, perhaps not as you would 

normally expect to see them..... 

Bottom right shows His Grace the Duke of 

Wellington (Alan Larsen) with the Duchess of 

Richmond (Katarina Kuzmecheva) in front of 

the Corps of Drums band and colour party. 

All photos ©William Quartier 
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Whilst on the subject of dancing....don’t forget to book your tickets for the next NA Winter Party in 
January 2016, which will of course be on the same weekend as the NA AGM. More details can be 
obtained from Rachel or Wagg. 
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Whilst there are by now thousands of photos of Waterloo 200 on the the world-wide web, here are 
just a few of my personal favourites, courtesy of Kevin Wolf, Tatyana Martynouk and Alan Balding.  
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More than a Rocket Man 

William Congreve (1772 - 1828) is remembered today for his rocket weapons, but he was a prolific 
inventor in many different fields. His diverse portfolio included a colour printing process, a perpetual 
motion machine, a new type of steam engine, a canal lock and sluice operated by hydropneumatic 
power, an unforgeable bank note, and a system for absorbing smoke. Back on the deadly side, he 
also came up with a parachute attachment that enabled rockets to float down onto their targets 
and an exploding rocket harpoon for killing whales. Perhaps the most unusual memorial to Con-

The following is an account of the first “live” trials of the Congreve Rocket...... 

 

“I have succeeded in making 32lb rockets containing as much explosive as can be packed into a spherical 
carcass 10 inches in diameter and with an average range of 3,000 yards.” Thus ran a progress report by Col. 
William Congreve to the British Government in March 1806. He was working on the invention that was later 
to bear his name: the Congreve Rocket. He confidently predicted that his brand new weapon of war might 
one day even displace the cannon. In the same letter, he sought leave to give a “live fire” demonstration, 
which duly took place on 8 October that year. 

In the presence of  King George III, a Royal Navy flotilla armed with prototypes of the Congreve rocket 
dropped anchor more than a mile off the French port of Boulogne, where Napoleon was assembling an inva-
sion fleet against England. The rockets were fired at the French ships, but they were blown off course by a 
stiff breeze and fell on Boulogne itself, setting the town ablaze and sending waves of alarm through Europe. 
The following year the British bombarded Copenhagen with 25,000 incendiary projectiles, starting a spec-
tacular conflagration that virtually razed the Danish capital to the ground. In 1813 it was the turn of Leipzig 
and Danzig to deploy the new weapon - this time against Napoleon’s besieging armies. 
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Did You Know? 

“The French General SIMON, styling himself a baron of the empire, and decorated with the grand 
cross of the legion of honour, one of BONAPARTE’S accomplished generals, who in violation of his 
parole of honour absconded from Odiham [Hampshire], and is charged with being concerned with 
others in carrying on a traitorous correspondence, has been taken by VICKERY, the active Bow 
Street officer. He was taken in the coal-hole of a house in Kentish Town.” 

(Edinburgh Evening Courant, 20 January 1812) 

~~~o0o~~~ 

 

A comment in a visitors book at Waterloo: 

“I this day visited the field where Napoleon, by the misconduct of an officer, was obliged to yield 
the palm of victory to superior numbers; and that his son may one day revenge his death, and 
shake Europe to its centre, is the sincere wish of an American. 

“Junius Brutus Booth, Citizen of the United States, June 3, 1826.” 

(Booth, an actor of some little repute, was in fact born in London; he is perhaps best remembered 
as the father of John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of Abraham Lincoln.) 

(“The Waterloo Albums”, in United Service Journal, London 1839, I, p.89.) 

~~~o0o~~~ 

 

‘....a conversation between Napoleon I and Count Flahaut, who was his companion in his flight from 
Waterloo to Charleroi.  

Count Flahaut, who was on terms of personal intimacy with the Emperor and his family, said to him, 
“Is not Your Majesty surprised? [i.e. at the outcome of Waterloo].  

Napoleon replied, “No, it has been the same thing since Crecy.” ‘ 

( Words on Wellington, Sir William Fraser Bt., London) 

 

The above extracts were found in “The Napoleonic Source Book”, P. J. Haythornethwaite 

~~~o0o~~~ 

 

Horse Guards - This term can mean any or all of the 1st and 2nd Lifeguards and the Royal Horse 
Guards Blue, cavalry regiments. More commonly and in this book, it means the high command of 
the army in London, the Commander-in-Chief and his staff. It also occasionally means the head-
quarters building, a former barracks. This is also the origin of the phrase, “from the horses mouth.” 

(from “The British Military - its system and organization - 1803-1815,” S.J. Park & G.F. Nafziger) 

~~~o0o~~~ 

 

Dry Cleaning is not a new invention, here is “A Receipt for Cleaning the White [undress] Jackets. 

Dry Cleaning.  

Take a large quantity of bran and a little whiting, with about an ounce of powder blue, mix them well together 

and put them into a stocking, lay your on a table, and rub it very well therewith; and afterwards with a piece of 

list, or very fine woollen cloth and then smooth it with a warm smoothing iron, remembering before you attempt 

to clean a jacket dry, to take out all the spots with soap and a wet sponge; when it is quite dry, proceed as above.” 

(from “British Military Uniforms 1768-96 - the dress of the British Army from Official Sources, Hew Strachan) 

Or if that’s too much bother, you can always take it to Sketchleys..... 

Adrian Lobb 
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Your Committee for 2015 

 

Chairman   Martyn Monks 

Treasurer   Jerry Sperring 

Secretary   Helen Dawson 

Safety Officer  Rick Peacock 

Events Officer  Tony Wilks 

Media Officer  Hugh Martyr 

Admin Officer  Adrian Lobb 

www.napoleonicassociation.org 

 

AND FINALLY....... 

We are indebted to Heather Constance (2nd Queen’s Royal Rgt, 1st Brigade), for 

the above cartoon, taken from life on Saturday 20th June, as the Vielle Garde 

were repulsed by the excellent musketry of the allied line. If you need a transla-

tion, please apply to the editor.... 


