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Editor’s Page 

Hello all,  

Welcome to the first Adjutant of 2016. I hope you all had a very 
Happy Easter, and didn’t get blown away by the wind and rain, 
although I heard some events were badly affected by the storms. 
Apologies for not getting this out to you sooner but we have been 
waiting for information about certain events before going to 
press.  

In the light of recent events in the news, I have chosen to put a 
photo of the Grand Place in Brussels on the front cover, to ex-
press our solidarity with our Napoleonic colleagues and others in 
Belgium. This beautiful square in the centre of the old city has re-
mained relatively unchanged since it was built in the 16th Cen-
tury, and is used today for such diverse activities as a flower mar-
ket and pop concerts. 

200 years ago last year the Grand Place would have been the scene of great activity dur-
ing the time of Waterloo; most of the troops billeted in the city mustered there before 
marching off to Quatre Bras. The wounded would have been brought back to the same 
vicinity, and the returning troops as well. 

Most of us will still have very vivid memories of last year’s events at  Waterloo, and I 
would like to add my personal thanks here to Martyn Monks, Tony Wilks, Jim Paylor and 
Jerry Sperring, who worked tirelessly throughout the event, and for months leading up to 
it, to ensure that everything ran as smoothly possible for everyone and also to make sure 
we all got there and were registered. It was a mammoth task and their work ensured we 
all had a great time, and also that the correct processes were followed with regard to the 
safety and well being of us all.  I speak from personal experience when I say that if it 
wasn’t for Martyn and his staff team, some of the more serious incidents relating to the 
Inferno etc., would have been far more traumatic for those of us who were involved. 

Moving on to this year’s programme, we have had our AGM and Winter Party in the lovely 
surroundings of the Lion Hotel in Shrewsbury, and now look forward to the campaign 
season, starting with our training event at Ickworth.  Many of you I am sure are looking 
forward to the Burgos event in June, a chance to travel to a sunnier location for a 
change. 

If you have been to an event and enjoyed it, why not send me a report for the Adjutant, 
with some pictures. It would be great to get some new contributors. 

In this issue we have news from the 2nd Queens Royal Regiment of Foot, and the 1st 
95th, as well as our usual regular contributions. We have a new British Commander,  Ma-
jor General Parker, who will be giving us  an insight into his vision for the forthcoming 
year in Napoleonic Re-enactment. 

 Please keep sending your articles and news to me at kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com, as it is 
difficult to produce a newsletter without news to put into it.       

Hope to see you at Ickworth. 

Kate 

mailto:kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com
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STOP PRESS 

Message from Martyn Monks, NA Chairman: 

“Dear All. 

It is with the greatest of pleasure that I can announce that the Napoleonic As-

sociation has found an alternative location to hold an event over the weekend of 

28th to 30th May 2016. The event will be held at Hole Park.  

The Napoleonic Association would like to thank the owners of Hole Park for giv-

ing permission for the event to take place. A Warning Order will be issued in due 

course. 

All units who indicated that they were going to attend the recently cancelled 

Battle of Nations are welcome to attend. 

At the AGM in January the following members were 

confirmed for the NA Committee of 2016 

 

Chairman     Martyn Monks 

Treasurer     Jerry Sperring 

Secretary     Toni Monks 

Safety Officer    Adrian Lobb 

Events Officer    Tony Wilks 

Membership Secretary  Fran Read 

Admin Officer    tbc 
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Chairman’s Report 

Dear all 

I always get itchy feet in the spring as I impatiently 

await the first event. Thankfully it is nearly the time 

for events to start in earnest. 

This year there is no Waterloo re-enactment to look 

forward to but we have the opportunity to go to the 

Siege of Burgos in June.  The NA is responsible for reg-

istration of British units but French units are being reg-

istered by the Organisers in Burgos. We have however 

issued the Registration Forms to all NA units. Places are 

limited and are being allocated on a first come, first 

served basis. So if you wish to go and haven’t registered 

yet you need to speak to your unit commander as soon as possible. 

My attention was recently brought to a spat between units which was played out very publicly 

on social media.  I will never intervene in such spats as I believe that units and members are 

grown up enough to sort these things out themselves. Such spats do not however show those 

involved, and most importantly our hobby, in a good light. I am a recent convert to social media 

as many of you know although I am not a daily user of Facebook.  This case has focussed my 

mind on the use of social media. Social media is a very powerful tool and we are all responsible 

for ensuring that anything we put on social media both ensures people take our hobby seri-

ously, and encourages them to join us in doing what we do best. So we need to be extremely 

careful what we write as, is especially the case with the written word, it may be misinter-

preted. So please think very carefully about what you put on Facebook etc. 

The Unit Affiliation process continues and units who have affiliated this year will have the 

chance to put their website address onto a page on the Association’s website. This will allow 

potential recruits to look at the various websites and decide which unit they wish to join. It 

will be a valuable recruiting tool for units. It is something I have hoped to do since I became 

Chair in 2014. Other priorities such as Waterloo 200 always seemed to get in the way but this 

year we will set up this page on the website. 

If you haven’t already re-joined the Association please do so asap. The Membership form is on 

the Association’s website and the new Membership Secretary’s address is on the form. Please 

note that your unit commander has to sign the form this year. We have had cases in the 

recent past where people have joined the Association claiming to be a member of a unit how-

ever it later transpires that the unit commander has never heard of them. The signature of 

the unit commander is therefore the Association’s way of ensuring that all those that apply 

are a member of the unit they claim to be. 

Well that is enough from me. I look forward to seeing and talking to as many of you as I can at 

events this year. Please come and speak to me if you wish to discuss anything. I will be in the 

9th (East Norfolk) camp this year (the kettle is always handy). Have a good season and remem-

ber – play safe! 

Martyn 

 Photo © Alan Balding 
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French Commander’s Report 

 

 

I was recently sent a link on Facebook where a number of mod-

ern day teenagers were asked to review Windows’95. Their com-

ments were far from positive and all seemed to think the whole 

system was something from the dark ages, intolerably slow and 

horribly complicated when compared to the current trends in 

technology that they were familiar with. Given the people of my 

generation thought quite highly of Windows 95, especially when 

comparing it to the early Sinclair Spectrum, Commodore 64, Am-

strad and massive early main frame computers, well it got me thinking about the sheer bril-

liance of the staff work during the Napoleonic period. No PCs, no mobile phones, no land lines, 

few if any regulated postal services, yet with quill-pen, paper, horseback, messages were sent 

across Europe and armies manoeuvred across the continent with varying degrees of success. 

There must have been a tremendous amount of work going on behind the scenes undertaken by 

a whole myriad of administrative personnel. 

On a much smaller scale I think a similar behind the scenes process takes place within the NA, 

whilst many of us get to the end of a season and having cleaned our kit can then put our feet 

up until the start of the new season, others work tirelessly throughout the year without a 

break, to help ensure that each new season is planned, funded, supported and organised for all 

NA members to enjoy. So here’s to those essential individuals on the Committee; those who 

support the committee; those unit Commanders and staff in both the French and Allied Bri-

gades; and all those in administrative positions within their various units, without whom none of 

us would be able to enjoy our hobby. Thanks to one and all. 

 

For a number of years we’ve been wondering what a post Waterloo world might look like. There 

were fears that anyone over the age of 30 would probably retire from the hobby and that 

there would be little interest left in re-enacting within the UK and abroad. Well how wrong 

were we? Although some very established and well respected individuals have indeed retired a 

new crop of recruits have emerged joining both Allied and French units. I’d like to welcome 

them to the NA and hope they enjoy the experience and that their enthusiasm and interest in 

the period continues to grow. 

 

 

Vive L’Empereur 

Salut et Fraternite 

Duncan 
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The Napoleonic Association – The British Division  

 March 2016 
 

 

 

Good day to you all 
As this is the first opportunity I have had to address you all since 
my election to the position of British Division Commander, my first 
duty is to thank those units that supported my election to the role. 
If yours’ did not, don’t panic, be assured I will not let you down. 
My second duty is, on behalf of us all, to thank my predecessor, 
Wagg Ellis-Jones for all his support and leadership over the many 
years when he was our Commander.  
 
In this post Waterloo200 era, prior to the start of a new “Season” 
we have to accept that there might be a sense of anti-climax 
amongst some involved in Napoleonic Re-enactment (I think we 
all felt a bit of it in the later part of the summer and maybe over 
the Winter). However,  many of you who I have met and spoken 
to over the past few months show a real sense of anticipation for the year ahead, with as much en-
thusiasm as ever. Bring it on! 
 
On to business: 
 
The following, explains how we intend to move forward. It probably does not answer every question 
you may have, for many things will evolve as we move through the year, but when we get to our 
first event at Ickworth next month, we have a starting point. 
 
Many things will not change, (If it's not broke don't fix it) in particular, most units remain in the 
same Brigades as Waterloo200, because you have indicated that is where you wish to stay.  
 
Structure – The British Division of the Napoleonic Association 
Yes, we are going to call it a Division because we are going to keep the Brigade format within it. 
There will be 5: (4 Brigade has gone, it reverts to being 1 Brigade). 
 
Commander: Major General Edwin (Ed) Parker 
Infantry: 
1 Brigade – Brigadier General Robert Yuill. 
2 Brigade – Major General Ed Parker. – 2ic Major James Harlow 
3 Brigade – Brigadier General Donald Meulemans. 
Cavalry –  Major Keith Williams 
Artillery – Colonel James Eames 
 
Staff 
Assistant Adjutant General – Col. David Bell 
Assist Quartermaster General – Col. Adrian Lobb 
ADC – Major Mathew Ring 
ADC – Major Paul Wisken 
ADC - Major Alan Earp 
Military Secretary – Hugh Martyr 
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British Camp Site 
We have held discussions with the NA event team concerning the future of our camp sites. We are 
intent on making our site looking as much like a military camp as we can, but at the same time not 
to exclude those NA members who are perhaps more interested in their “Living history” presenta-
tions. The idea is that those not part of a Unit, nor attached to Division or Brigade staff, will not be 
located within the military camp. A separate “Living History” camp will be established near the pub-
lic entrance to the site where they will be accommodated and form an important part of the event. 
The NA event team will be able to talk to you about this at Ickworth. 
 
Do not forget,  that as far as we are concerned, the military camp is living history in action, and we 
will be encouraging our units to do more in this area. More of this another time. 
 
The camp layout agreed with the event team will be very similar to what we are all used to, a.   Ob-
viously things will vary by event/venue, but the principle will be the same. Infantry Units will camp 
within their Brigade Line. Artillery and Cavalry camps will have their own Lines within the Division’s 
Camp. Living History Horse Lines and Artillery Park will be a feature. 
 
There will be one staff/officers line in which the Division Commander, the Staff HQ and Divisional 
Staff plus Brigade Commanders will reside. Brigade staff can camp either with an appropriate unit or 
form a subsidiary line behind their Brigade Commanders. No single A Frames will be permitted in 
this staff  line. Unit CO’s will be encouraged to camp with their units or can join the subsidiary line if 
they prefer. 
 
We will try it at Ickworth and see how we get on. 
 
 
The Big Battalions – A brief word. 
The British Division, in the post Waterloo200 era, remains supportive of the BB and its principle 
aims of creating an Allied Structure for the army wherever we are. However, it is obvious that we 
do need to make quite a lot of changes to the web site. Some can be completed reasonably quickly 
others will take longer. 
 
The first major change is that we will give the site public access, do away with the password.. Any 
Changes made by units will be done via an email to the webmaster. 
 
Mike Haynes has accepted the invitation by the Dutch army and myself to take on the role of Allied 
Commander. Under him we will then have The British Division, commanded by myself. In the short 
term, we will leave units Brigaded as they are now/as at Waterloo200. However, in time I anticipate 
that it will be restructured, possibly by Continent and maybe with separate sections for International 
associations etc. And of course we now have the French army involved on the site as well. 
 
Internationally we hope it will be much more sensible - the whole thing will reflect a closer reflection 
of events held in various parts of the globe. But that’s for the future, let’s get it tidied and working 
first. We will let you know how we progress. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at Ickworth. If you have any questions about the future or our ob-
jectives, please come and have a chat with myself or any of our Staff. Let’s have some fun! 
 
 
 
Major General Ed Parker 
Commander British Division 
March 2016 
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NA Event Programme for 2016 

The following dates are confirmed events . For more information please contact Tony Wilks, 

Events Team Manager.  

 

9-10 April  ICKWORTH HOUSE Horringer, Nr Bury St Edmunds Suffolk  

  This will be a large event as before and will be a chance for units to kick start 

 the season 

14-15 May JAYWICK (taking the Martello Tower) near Clacton, Essex 

 This is a great event with a large audience which has been run for the last few 

years and has always been fun to take part in. 

29-30 May INVASION KENT Hole Park Gardens, Tenterden Kent 

 This event has been arranged by the NA to replace the cancelled Battle of the 

Nations event at Hop Farm. Look our for the Warning Order to come out very 

soon.  

11-12 June BURGOS    Spain  

  The NA will be running a coach trip (9-13 June) with a 66 seater coach and  

hostel accommodation, departure from Chatham Dockyard on 9th June with 

parking included; we have added a day to the trip so we have more time to     

explore the town and no mad panic to get back. We depart Monday morning and 

will be back in Kent on Monday evening (13th June). The trip will cost £220 per 

person which includes hostel accommodation in the price. Those who  have  

travelled  before will know these Spanish trips are fantastic to take part in. 

9 July  ROYAL GREEN JACKETS 50th Anniversary  Winchester Hants 

 This is a great honour  for the NA to take part  in this event and we need all  

units Red/ Green/ Artillery/ French to participate. We have a camping area and 

can arrive from  Friday and stay until Sunday. There will be a massive beer tent 

where we can celebrate with the RGJ Veterans. 

3-4 Sept  FORT AMHERST  International event   Chatham Kent 

  Following last year’s successful event we will have the added interest of a large 

Dutch Army coming over to take the fort  and we will be using areas not used 

before to recreate a Dutch Invasion force. As well, by popular demand,  a      

return visit from the lady singer  who made our Tavern Night a great success 

last year. 

 

Battle Prom dates for 2016 

9 July  BURGHLEY, Stamford Lincs 

16 July  BLENHEIM, Woodstock Oxford 

23 July  HATFIELD,  Herts 

6 August  HIGHCLERE, Newbury, Berks 
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"Report from the 2nd (Queen's Royal) Regiment of Foot 

 

It is with regret that the 2nd Foot announce that Adrian (Adi) Proudfoot has stepped down 

as Commanding Officer after more than 10 years in office. During that time he has led us to 

a high standard of drill, instigating many changes that have been for the long term good of 

the Regiment. He has now accepted the role of Honorary Colonel of the 2nd Foot. 

 

Our new CO is Sergeant Paul Richardson, who has had command experience in another period 

of re-enactment and has served the 2nd for a number of years as Safety Officer.  He is sup-

ported by Lance-Sergeant David Gerhard as 2ic.  Private John Waller has been promoted to 

Corporal, while Corporal Hugh McCurry has temporarily stepped down to allow him to concen-

trate on his role as Regimental Events Officer.  

 

Anyone wishing to communicate with the 2nd Foot can, if they have no other contact details, 

send an email via the Secretary, Heather Constance, at heatherconstance9@gmail.com, and it 

will be forwarded to the appropriate person."  
 

 

News from the 1st 95th (Rifles) Regiment of Foot 

 

I have been informed by Major Alan Earp of the following Promotions. 

Corporal Steve Lee has received promotion to Serjeant 

Chosen Man Bob Barlow has received promotion to Corporal 

Riflemen James Sturch and Stuart Wiseman are now become Chosen Men. 

 

 

mailto:heatherconstance9@gmail.com
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The Adjutant is delighted to announce  

the Marriage of  

Mr James Deering and Miss Sarah Smith, 

which took place at  

Hintlesham Hall in the County of Suffolk on 

Saturday 26th March 2016 

Your editor was privileged to be a guest at this splendid occasion and share 

some pictures. It was a truly memorable and splendid day.  

Left: The Bride arrives. 

(photo by Lisa Stanhope). 

Right: The 1st 95 Rifles 

formed a Guard of Hon-

our for the Bride and 

Groom as they departed 

for a carriage ride around 

the estate. Fortunately the 

weather held fair. (photo 

by John Estruch) 
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Mr and Mrs James Deering 

Right: The First Waltz.  (photo by John Estruch) 

Dancing continued in the evening in the  Saloon 

The following day  Mr and Mrs Deering departed 

for the Antipodes (New Zealand) for their Honey-

moon.  
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AND FINALLY....... 

Adrian and I will be continuing to run a “Bring and Buy” sale at some of the weekend 

events throughout the season, starting with Ickworth. Those of you who have dili-

gently cleared out their re-enactment stores over the winter may feel they want to 

offload some surplus stuff, especially if you have gone out and bought new stuff at 

TORM recently...All you need to do is label it with your name and a suggested price, 

and bring it along to us before Saturday evening. You will receive the money for any 

sold items, less 10% to go to the ABF. Any unsold items will need to be collected 

and taken home by you as we have no room to transport or store extra stuff. We 

look forward to seeing you and your saleable items. 

Thank you 

Kate & Adrian 

 


