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Editor’s Page 

  

Hello all,  

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Adjutant. 

By now I expect that most of you will be getting ready 
for the Festive Season, and no doubt have dusted down 
your best Uniforms and gowns for the Christmas parties. 

What a year we have all had..Waterloo seems a long 
time ago now and since then we have had some good 
events to round off the season, such as Pains Hill and 
Fort Amherst.  

In this issue you will find end of year reports from our 
Chairman, 2 Brigade and the French Brigade, as well as other news and      
information relating to the forthcoming year and the AGM in January 2016. 
Many thanks to all the contributors, and especially to those who have kept 
me supplied with articles throughout the year 

Please keep sending your articles and news to me at 
kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com, as it is difficult to produce a newsletter without 
news to put into it.       

Hope to see you in January at the AGM and Winter Party in Shrewsbury - 
should be a great evening. 

Kate 
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Chairman’s Report 

 

 

Well it doesn’t seem a year ago since we were in the 

middle of preparations for Waterloo 200 and eagerly 

anticipating the event itself.  

 

Now the event is over and we need to look forward.   

Napoleonic re-enactment isn’t dead and my view is that 

we should start at 1795 and do it all again! 

 

It is important that we all learn the lessons from the 

big events such as Waterloo 200 and improve future    

re-enactment events both to make them more enjoyable for  

us and more attractive to sponsors of events. Without  sponsors then we cannot stage the 

large events we all enjoy. We have had a good couple of years of events based on the run up to 

Waterloo 200 but we cannot rely on that anymore. We therefore all need to play our part in 

putting on these events and your attendance at those events is critical to the Association    

obtaining sponsorship for future events. So please attend as many events as you can next year 

and help the Executive  Committee to attract sponsors for future events. 

 

The Association AGM is to be held on 23 October 2016 with the Winter Party taking place on 

that evening. The Executive Committee will be elected at the AGM and if you feel you have the 

time to help in the running of the Association by becoming part of the Executive Committee 

then please contact me by email to martyn.monks@btinternet.com.  Please provide your phone 

number so that I can contact you to discuss the roles of the different members of the        

Executive Committee. 

 

On behalf of the Executive Committee I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

 

Martyn 

 

 

 Photo © Alan Balding 

We wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and look forward to 

seeing you in 2016 at one of the 

many events of the new season 
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French Commander’s Report 

Well done to everyone within the Brigade for helping make 2015 such a 

successful re-enactment season and one in which various fitting tributes 

were paid to the fallen from 1815 to the present day. Everyone will have 

their own special memories of the year. For my part, I’d like to say a big 

thank you to Wagg, who has taken more of a back seat role as the season 

has progressed, for helping me in my role as French Brigade CO. Indirectly 

coaching me, offering advice and making suggestions for suitable battle 

scenarios.  Wagg, thanks and well played for your years of service. Good 

luck to Major General Mike Haynes for taking over Wagg’s role, I look   

forward to various battlefield encounters in the coming years. 

Although the year holds many good memories it was also tinged with great sadness, with the passing of 

Barry ‘Scoop’ Draper. Scoop served in the artillery, the Guard and eventually found himself within the 

45e. He was not only an extremely popular member of the unit, he also carried out a huge amount of 

work behind the scenes for both the Napoleonic Association and for the 45e. Whilst we paid tribute to 

his memory at Painshill Park I also want to take this opportunity to simply say ‘Barry we really do all 

miss you’. Our thoughts stay with you and with your family. 

There have been various concerns expressed that there might be a post Waterloo decline in interest in 

the period and a drop in numbers of people taking part in NA events. So far these concerns do not    

appear to have materialised. Quite the opposite seems to be happening with there being increased  

numbers of new recruits and on-going interest in the Napoleonic period. Let’s work hard at making the 

Brigade flourish and if anyone has any ideas and suggestions for how they would like to see that happen 

please let me know. 

I hope everyone has an excellent Christmas, with plenty of Napoleonic goodies in their stockings. We 

can also look forward to seeing the new version of ‘War and Peace’ on BBC TV which is being broadcast 

over the winter months. It seems a long time ago that I sat down and enjoyed the 1972 version with 

Anthony Hopkins, Alan Dobie and Morag Hood. If the new version is half as good, we’ll all be in for a 

treat. It was that programme that turned my slight interest in the period into a full blown passion. 

Let’s hope it has a similar impact upon a new audience as well. I look forward to seeing many of you at 

the NA AGM. 

Now let’s look forward to 2016 and beyond. 

Salut et Fraternite 

Vive L’Scoop 

Duncan 

 

NA members will be sad to hear of the loss of Barry ‘Scoop’ Draper who passed away on 27th August 2015, 

following a short and courageous battle with cancer. 

Barry began Napoleonic re-enacting with the artillery, he then moved into the Imperial Guard and eventually 

found his soul mates in the 45e. He was always passionate about history and avidly read books about the     

Napoleonic period. His knowledge of the era always ensured that he won the period quiz at the 45e AGM/

Party. Throughout his time within the NA he was always extremely hard working and served on the NA   

Committee. He faced the challenge of his illness with courage, remaining positive and upbeat throughout. He 

had a chance to meet up with many of his 45e colleagues and other friends a couple of weeks before he died, 

and even though he was completely shattered he still focused on how others were doing. This self-less        

approach epitomised Barry, - always considerate and appreciative of others. His favourite ‘Napoleon’ was 

Mark Schneider and Mark was kind enough to write a short tribute to Barry, which we presented to him at out 

last 45e gathering. A copy of that message is shown below. 

He will be sorely missed by his friends and our thoughts go to his wife Mary and the family. 
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GRAND QUARTIER GÉNÉRAL IMPÉRIAL De L'EM-
PEREUR NAPOLÉON 

Soldat Draper, 

   Your Empereur wants to acknowledge and reward you with this humble message. You 
have bravely followed me to glory across Europe. Not only do I recognize your courage but 
also the zeal and conduct shown in your post. Courage isn't having the strength to go on - it is 
going on when you don't have strength. True heroism consists in being superior to the ills of 
life, in whatever shape they may challenge us to combat. I applaud you and thank you for 
your service. Soldat Draper, you are a credit to the 45e Infanterie Regiment de Ligne, La 
Grande Armée and to your Empereur. Je vous salue! 
 

Signed this First day of August, 1815 

N 

GRAND QUARTIER GÉNÉRAL IMPÉRIAL De L'EM-
PEREUR NAPOLÉON 

Soldat Draper, 

   Your Empereur wants to acknowledge and reward you with this humble message. You 
have bravely followed me to glory across Europe. Not only do I recognize your courage but 
also the zeal and conduct shown in your post. Courage isn't having the strength to go on - it is 
going on when you don't have strength. True heroism consists in being superior to the ills of 
life, in whatever shape they may challenge us to combat. I applaud you and thank you for 
your service. Soldat Draper, you are a credit to the 45e Infanterie Regiment de Ligne, La 
Grande Armée and to your Empereur. Je vous salue! 
 

Signed this First day of August, 1815 

N 
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2Brigade 

Looking back and Moving forward 

The old County Division, B Division, 2 Brigade as we are now, came out of Waterloo200 in good heart, 

having performed in a manner and to a level that showed great credit to all the Regiments that served 

in the Brigade. And I think most of us enjoyed ourselves hugely. If any one has not seen Peter Catley's 

census of those attending Waterloo, we had the pleasure of the Company of  24 Units representing 18 

different Regiments – from the UK, Ireland, Italy, America and Canada. A firing line of  nearly 400 

supported by a drum corps and camp followers. I have to congratulate you all and thank you for your 

support and good humour even when the going got tough and tiring. 

I would like you to share with me my thanks to our three staff officers who worked tirelessly on your 

and my behalf to make sure we were organised and in the right place at the right time. David Bell, Paul 

Wisken and Matt Ring. Well done and thank you gentlemen. 

To me, Waterloo was as memorable as I hoped it would be and the countless memories will stay with me 

for a very long time to come. And as for being the death knell of Napoleonic Re-enactment, as a few 

pessimists were forecasting, it has gone a long way towards renewing my and a lot of others,             

enthusiasm for the future. I have seen a number of you at events in the second part of the summer and 

it was great to see many of you equally enthusiastic. 

As you know, we have lost the services of our Commander, General Wagg Ellis-Jones, who has decided 

to step down from his role as El Supremo. It has been my pleasure to serve under Wagg both as a Unit, 

Divisional and Brigade Commander for many years and it has been an honour to do so. Despite a few  

differences on the odd occasion, I have managed to keep my job all that time so they couldn't have 

been that bad. It has been enormous fun and I shall miss the camaraderie that we enjoyed. But things 

move on and I know Wagg will carry on re-enacting and supporting his beloved Worcester Re-enactors 

with all his usual enthusiasm. Good luck Sir! 

Come January we will be electing a new Commander and possibly after that we could be looking at a very 

different army structure for the future. Each unit has been       

notified by Martyn Monks of the election procedure at the coming 

AGM, so make sure you cast your vote. Watch this space. 

I am sure there will be a number of changes in personnel within our 

Regiments, so I thought I would share with you a few that are  

happening in the 44th. Let the editor know about any changes  you 

make in your unit so they can be included in the next issue of The 

Adjutant. 

Steve Hars is confirmed as full Sergeant, Richard Dear and Justin 

Griffiths to Corporal and Dominic Williams to Chosen Man.  

Congratulations gentlemen. 

It looks from the initial programme of events for 2016 put out by 

Tony that we will be pretty busy again next year and the 44th are 

definitely also turning our eyes towards Spain and Portugal again. 

It's too long since we re-enacted in some real Peninsular weather. 

See you all next year. 

Best wishes of the Season to you all. 

Brig. General Ed Parker 

2Brigade 
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Some memories of Waterloo from the viewpoint of 2 Brigade (photos © Alan Balding) 
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Notice of the 2015 Annual General Meeting   

of the Napoleonic Association 

  

The 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Napoleonic Association Ltd. will take place at The Lion Hotel, 

Shrewsbury on Sat 23rd January 2016 at 13.30pm 

  
Please note: STRICTLY MEMBERS ONLY – admission at the door only upon production of a valid     

membership card.  Please contact secretary Helen Dawson , in advance of the meeting concerning any 

membership queries. (hhdawson@aol.com) 

All committee positions are elected annually. All the posts are available although some office holders 

may stand for re-election:  

1. Chair     2. Company Secretary 

3. Treasurer    4. Events Officer 

5. Overseas Events Officer 6. Learning and Interpretation Officer 

7. Safety Officer   8. Admin Officer 

9. Membership Secretary         10. Member Without Portfolio 

 

The committee invites nominations from the membership for the above posts. 

  

Members are asked to send any nominations to Helen Dawson, Company Secretary, Violet’s Barn, High 

Street, Upper Dean, Nr Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 0LT. 

E-Mail address: hhdawson@aol.com   (No telephone nominations accepted) 

  

Please ensure that all nominees have agreed to take on the role should they be elected.  Include their 

full name, address and membership number – plus those of both the proposer and seconder who must 

also be members of the NA. 

  

If there are any  items or motions regarding changes to the Articles of the Association or other      

financial or constitutional issues appropriate to the business of the Annual General Meeting that you 

wish to be included on the agenda they must also be forwarded in writing (include your address and 

membership number) to the Secretary.  Discussions regarding other issues relating to the management 

of the Association's affairs may be discussed at a general discussion after the AGM. 

  

Closing date for nominations and motions: 

  

Tuesday 22nd December 2015 

  

Please note that Nominations, Motions, Accounts and Officers Reports are e-mailed to current      

members 28 days prior to the AGM. If you have changed your e-mail address since registering your 

membership, please contact the secretary. 

 

Membership Form 2016 (196KB)  

mailto:hhdawson@aol.com
mailto:hhdawson@aol.com
http://hoofshots.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e378e8840622f78d5ff9e9c0f&id=502e82634f&e=9f7d733cc4
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Napoleonic Association Winter Party 

Saturday 23 January 2016 

The Lion Hotel, Shrewsbury SY1 1UY 

6.30 for 7pm Carriages for midnight 
Tickets: £20 including hog roast, tipple 

and ceilidh dancing courtesy of Greenman Rising 
To get tickets please contact Rachel Coman:  

wasptoppa@yahoo.com or call 07920 013204 

 

(Dietary requirements catered for…please let Rachel know in advance) 

 
Room rates are B&B per 

room per night 

Single £65; Double £88; 

Suite £120 

01743 353107 

Please quote NA  

winter party when 

booking room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture- Wag Ellis Jones; 

Text Richard Delingpole 
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With Wellington In the Peninsula – The Adventures 
of a Highland Soldier 1808 – 1814 

Edited by Paul Cowan 

ISBN 978-1-84832-786-3 

 

 

Before I start this review I feel that I should put my cards on 
the table and in the spirit of transparency declare that as the 
unit commander of the 71st Highland Light Infantry              
Reenactment Group I have a personal interest in the subject 
matter in this book. 

The original book was published in 1827 but failed to capture 
the public imagination.  It was written by (probably) two 
members of this fine regiment, charting his/their life and  
experiences through South America, the Iberian Peninsula 
and over the Pyrenees into France.  Whilst a very interesting 
account, the writer(s) has a tendency to present an            
unglamorous view of life on campaign.  Men of all ranks,  
including officers, are not only criticised but named and 
shamed, with their crimes and misdemeanours laid out in 
print for all the world to see.  The retreat to Coruna is one 
area where the author(s) doesn’t hold back.  Two hundred 
years after the fact we can look back dispassionately and  
acknowledge that atrocities were carried out by both sides, 

but in 1827 it must have come as a bit of a shock to hear how our soldiers behaved and to read about the 
unsentimentalised horrors of the war with France. 

This isn’t to say that the account is one of dubious behaviour and tales of horror.  There is much humour in 
this book, with many anecdotes finding me laughing out loud.  The interplay between the men on the march 
had such a ring of truth that I could fully imagine some of the exploits described happening within any group 
of men, be it re-enactment or a rugby club.  There are tales of captured wine cellars being shared via a    
timeshare arrangement with French sentries, newspapers being passed between officers (both French and 
British), stolen chickens and admiration for the carrying capacity of kilts. 

The editor’s (Paul Cowan) research is shown clearly starting with a brief overview of the 71st‘s campaign   
during the period and continuing with many facts to support his view that this was written by two members 
of the regiment.  Excellent footnotes are found throughout the account making this a very easy book to     
follow.  There is enough information at hand to fully appreciate the tale but not so much that the reader   
becomes became bogged down in facts and figures.  This is after all a human tale of a group of men living 
their life, not a dry text book. 

I would thoroughly recommend this book, it is an honest account of life in the period.  I can fully understand 

why it wasn’t overly well received in its day but think that it is the unsympathetic yet balanced nature of the 

account that make it so valuable now.  Life was neither full of horror and death, but neither was it six years 

of japes and humour.  The truth lies between both and this account shows that.  Humour can be found in the 

darkest of situations. 
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Forthcoming Events for 2016 

The following dates have been confirmed at the time of going to press. For more information 

please contact Tony Wilks, Events Team Manager. 

 

9-10 April  ICKWORTH HOUSE Suffolk  

  This will be a large event as before and will be a chance for units to kick start 

 the season 

14-15 May JAYWICK (taking the Martello Tower)  

 This is a great event with a large audience which has been run for the last few 

years and has always been fun to take part in. 

29-30 May BATTLE of NATIONS The Hop Farm Kent 

 This venue is ideal for a large re-enactment with great facilities, we are again 

teaming up with Steve Seymour and the NA Event Team will be in charge  of 

the logistics for the event.  

11-12 June BURGOS    Spain Please note date change.  

  The NA will be running a coach trip (9-13 June) with a 66 seater coach and  

hostel accommodation, departure from Chatham Dockyard on 9th June with 

parking included; we have added a day to the trip so we have more time to     

explore the town and no mad panic to get back. We depart Monday morning and 

will be back in Kent on Monday evening (13th June). The trip will cost £220 per 

person which includes hostel accommodation in the price. Those who  have  

travelled  before will know these Spanish trips are fantastic to take part in. 

9 July  ROYAL GREEN JACKETS 50th Anniversary  Winchester Hants 

 This is a great honour  for the NA to take part  in this event and we need all  

units Red/ Green/ Artillery/ French to participate. We have a camping area and 

can arrive from  Friday and stay until Sunday. There will be a massive beer tent 

where we can celebrate with the RGJ Veterans. 

3-4 Sept  FORT AMHERST  International event   Chatham Kent 

  Following last year’s successful event we will have the added interest of a large 

Dutch Army coming over to take the fort  and we will be using areas not used 

before to recreate a Dutch Invasion force. As well, by popular demand,  a      

return visit from the lady singer  who made our Tavern Night a great success 

this year. 

 

Battle Prom dates for 2016 

9 July  BURGHLEY, Stamford Lincs 

16 July  BLENHEIM, Woodstock Oxford 

23 July  HATFIELD,  Herts 

6 August  HIGHCLERE, Newbury, Berks 
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New Books and Publications from Pen and Sword 

 

Pen & Sword Books have released a large number of Napoleonic titles within their last publishing schedule.  

If you would like more details on any of the titles listed below please just contact Katie Eaton on                     

keaton@pen-and-sword.co.uk 

 

Eyewitness In The Crimea 

1815: The Return of Napoleon 

Waterloo Lectures 

The Memoirs of Baron von Muffling 

Waterloo: The Defeat of Napoleon's Imperial Guard 

Artillery of the Napoleonic Wars Volumes I & II 

Waterloo Letters 

On the Fields of Glory 

Life in Napoleons Army 

Decline and Fall of the Napoleonic Empire 

Charge: Great Cavalry Charge of the Napoleonic Wars 

Death Before Glory 

On The Road With Wellington 

If you would be interested in reviewing any of these titles for the Adjutant, please contact Pen and Sword, and 

mention that you saw the information in the Adjutant. We will publish your review in the next Adjutant. 
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Your Current Committee for 2015 

 

Chairman   Martyn Monks 

Treasurer   Jerry Sperring 

Secretary   Helen Dawson 

Safety Officer  Rick Peacock 

Events Officer  Tony Wilks 

Media Officer  Hugh Martyr 

Admin Officer  Adrian Lobb 

www.napoleonicassociation.org 

AND FINALLY....... 

You may remember that we organised a “Bring and Buy” sale at Painshill, and also 

took some more items to Fort Amherst. The sum total of all sales came to nearly 

£200, so as agreed a cheque for £20 (10% of the total sales) has been sent to the 

Army Benevolent Fund. We would like to thank all those members who offered items 

for sale. If any more of you out there have surplus items you would like to sell on, 

please bring them to  any of the events next season.  

 


