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From your Editor

Hello,

This edition of the Adjutant is packed to the brim with lots of lovely articles 
and pictures for you to enjoy. If you have any ideas for any articles please 
feel free to contact me at traceydpaylor @aol.com  and I will include them in 
the next issue. I would also welcome some event reports for Painshill, and the 
Tower of London and any photos you have. 

The next deadline for copy in the Autumn Adjutant is on 1 September.

Thanks

Tracey P

Hope you are having a beautiful summer...
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The Chairman’s Report

We have now had two events in the UK 
this year Ickworth and Painshill. It was 
good to go back to Painshill after what 
I am told was 9 years – doesn’t time fly 
when you are enjoying yourself! It was a 
good location for the cavalry to do some 
training  and accreditation work as well as 
contribute to the event. A very good weekend 
if wet!The EC has agreed a policy for the use and content of the 
Napoleonic Association Limited Website and its social media. We will 
be introducing the changes agreed by the EC whenever possible. One 
of these will be re-instating the Unit Page on the website something I 
know many members missed.

 Another major change will be to the NA’s Facebook page. The page 
is open to all and has far more members than the Association does. 
The EC had hoped to leave that page as it is but unfortunately the 
Page has been constantly spammed over the last few months some of 
which has been inappropriate and has had to be removed. The present 
Facebook will close to be replaced by a new ‘members only’ Facebook 
group. In order to become a member of this group, the person 
requesting membership must be a paid up member of the Napoleonic 
Association.  

Jerry Sperring, the Association Treasurer, is also reviewing the financial 
governance of the Association. This is not a criticism of those who 
have dealt with the Association’s finances in the last couple of years. 
They have had to undertake the job of Treasurer on top of the posts 
they were elected to at past AGMs. However we need to ensure that 
the financial governance of the Association is commensurate with its 
size and its obligations under the Companies Act. Part of this review 
will also be whether we can use bank transfers/Paypal as a way of 
members paying their subscription next year. I hope we can introduce 
payment by these methods – I know that when I paid my NA 
membership this year I had only issued two cheques since I paid my 
membership last year! 
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However we will need to look carefully at the cost of using bank 
transfers/Paypal before making a decision.

The EC’s Waterloo Sub-Committee has continued to work with the 
Belgian organisers, the Belgian Tourist Office and the UK Waterloo 200 
Committee. The event at Hoogstraten was important in this work. A 
further Waterloo Update was issued to Unit Commanders recently – if 
you haven’t seen it ask your Unit Commander for a copy!.

There have been some changes to the Event Programme which is now 
as therefore as follows:

21 June 14                  Tower of London       

5/6 July 14                  Colchester Military Tournament

11/12 July 14               Blenheim Palace

16/17 August 14          Spetchley

20/21 September 14   Fort Amherst

8 November 14           Lord Mayor of London’s Parade

Sorry for the lateness of these changes but sometimes it is difficult to 
reach agreement with large organisations.

If you want an answer to a specific question just contact me or come 
and talk to me at an event. I am not on Facebook and so the best way 
to contact me is by email on chairman@napoleonicassociation.org. I 
try and visit most units over the weekend but if you want to discuss a 
specific matter you can normally find me in the British Staff lines.

mailto:chairman@napoleonicassociation.org
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Our next event will be at Colchester and this is followed the following 
week by a one day event at Blenheim. The EC appreciates that events 
on consecutive weekends are difficult but we are quite happy for mem-
bers just to turn up on the day for the battle. The Battle is followed 
by a Battle Prom and so members are more than welcome to stay to 
watch that. 

This event is part of the NA’s Road to Waterloo Programme and is 
crucial to us maintaining our relationship with the Battle Prom
organisers and the Army Benevlolent Fund. So please come to 
Blenheim if you can.

Regards
Martyn Monks

Colonel 
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Hi Chaps,

It’s time for one of those ‘Middle-of-the-season’ 
letters.

You know the sort...Don’t need to remind you about info, licences, 
joining things and that kind of stuff.

Too early for talk of meetings and Christmas Parties, [although tickets 
for The Time Travellers Ball in Worcester  06-12-14 are already selling 
fast].

So..I’ll leave you with a thought, a request and a question.

1. Isn’t it good to know that 2 successful Napoleonic events can be run 
on the same weekend in this country.

[But let’s not try that again, eh ?]

2. Please stop getting so excited about Waterloo 200.

[Unless you’re coming from Sydney, or somewhere like, we still have 
plenty of time to go before ‘Big W’].

3. Where o’ where has my paper copy of The Adj got to ?

[ Don’t keep saying that ‘it’s in the post’...].

Cheers & see you soon.........Wagg

The British Commander’s Report
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The French Commander’s Report

Well in twelve months’ time, or less 
depending upon when you receive this 
copy of The Adjutant, we’ll have taken 
part in Waterloo 200. There have been so 
many rumours and counter rumours that it 
is fairly difficult to know exactly what will 
be happening and how many and who will 
actually be involved. There is obviously a 
tremendously high level of interest in the event and many people will 
want to take part. Martyn, Tony and the Executive Committee recently 
posted an update outlining the likely accreditation and registration 
processes involved. On the French side our expectation is that we’ll 
end up with a similar command structure to the ones used at Leipzig. 
As and when we get further information and confirmation I’ll let you all 
know.

We had high expectations that Hoogstraten would be a good event 
and it certainly lived up to those expectations. Both Allied and French 
units appear to have enjoyed the weekend and it was nice to face 
some red and green coated opposition in mainland Europe, other than 
at Waterloo. One can only hope that the successful organisation at 
Hoogstraten is mirrored at Waterloo next year. 

Back in the UK we had a great event at Painshill Park where the 
numbers of troops on both sides was higher than we had originally 
expected, especially with the clash of dates with BoTN at Hunton. The 
skirmishes on both days were very well received by both the public 
and the organisers and as a result the NA is likely to be invited back in 
the future. The battlefield is one of the better ones within the UK, with 
plenty of features that add to the visual spectacle. It was also good to 
see Beau and the French cavalry making an appearance. 
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It makes such a difference when you have all three arms working 
together.  I also have to thank Sapper and his team for joining us on 
the last day, straight from having taken part at BoTN, helping to swell 
the numbers of French troops. 

It’s nice to see a number of new and reasonably new recruits in the 
French ranks. Welcome to the Brigade and I hope you enjoy the 
experience and take part in many future battles and campaigns. It is 
often quite confusing when you first join a unit. There are many things 
that you are simply not aware of: such as drill, where and what to buy/
make in terms of kit; your role in the camp etc. I was pleased to see 
how much support and interaction there has been at recent events 
with people willing to share knowledge and help support each other. 
It really does make a big difference when people constructively help 
each other. Whilst units will always have a slightly different approach 
to the levels of historical accuracy and the outcomes that they want 
to achieve in their portrayals, tolerance of others and a willingness to 
support each other goes a long way in ensuring that the sum of the 
whole outweighs the sum of the individual units taking part at events.  

Congratulations to Rachel and Alex (85e) on their recent marriage.

Salut et Fraternite

Lieutenant Duncan Miles

45e
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Pictures from Ickworth
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Tower of London
Warning Order

Date: 21st June 2014 

Time: Arrive at Tower security 
office for registration and pass 
8.35- 9.00am

Aim Of event: To launch 
the countdown to the 200th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo with National press and TV 
in attendance. Raise awareness for Army Benevolent Fund (ABF), 
Blenheim Palace, Colchester and the Tower of London

Location Address: London EC3N 4AB,  Tower of London On the 
wharf side/ and the Moat (see map)

There is no parking on site , we will use 2 tents for changing and 
store kit. powder will be supplied, please bring NA card. For security 
please confirm with me you are coming to arrange your pass.

Time table

Saturday 21st June 2014 

09.00 am Start    5.00pm Finish

Advance Party (site team) Tony Wilks James Paylor arrive at  
7.30. am    

7.30 am            Cannon arrives 

8.35-9.00          Soldiers arrive at meeting point 

10.00-10.45      Roll call first parade/Drill demonstration 
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11.10-11.20      1st firing demonstration. Cannon, Muskets / Rifles

                       (Moat) 

11.20- 11.55     Drill demonstration 

12.00-12.15      2nd firing demonstration. Cannon, Muskets / Rifles                  

                       (Moat) 

12-15-12.55      Lunch Break 

1.10-1.20 :       3rd firing demonstration. Cannon, Muskets / Rifles  

                        (Moat)

1.35 -1.50        Napoleonic  skill at Arms display 

2.10-2.20         4th firing demonstration.  Cannon, Muskets / Rifles on

                       (wharf side)     

2.35-3.00         Kids drill for public to take part

3.00 -3.40        Guard Duty on entrance (Photo opportunity) 

3.45 -4.00        5th firing demonstration  Cannon , Muskets / Rifles   

                       (Moat)

4.00- 4.40        Drill demonstration/Kids drill for public to take part 

5.00                Soldiers and cannon crew prepare to depart

Tony Wilks  Contact number: 07771 728 667 

Powder officer: Jerry Spearing
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Canon/Musket 
Firing  Position 2

Canon/Musket 
Firing  Position 1

 Meeting Point
Tower Security Office

2x Tent line for Storage

Drill /Display Area



17

Directions 

By London Underground

Nearest station: Tower Hill

Directions: Use District or Circle lines to Tower Hill station. Follow 
directional signage to the Tower. The main entrance is a 5 minute walk 
from the station. By train

Nearest stations: Fenchurch Street or London Bridge

Follow directional signage from either station. Fenchurch Street is 
approx a 5 minute walk to the Tower, London Bridge 15 minutes. 

By Bicycle

Cycle Racks are located on the Wharf opposite the Perkin Reveller 
restaurant.

There are three cycle stands at the Tower which are located next to 
the main shop.

There are a number of cycle routes throughout the area. For further 
information please visit the Transport for London website >

Cycles can be hired for use across London - TFL information on cycle 
hire.

Please do not ride your bike in the pedestrianised areas.

Please do not attach bicycles to railings along the Wharf. These will be 
removed. Cycling is not permitted on the pedestrian areas of the Wharf 
and Tower Hill. By Docklands Light Railway (DLR)

Tower Gateway Station is located adjacent to Tower Hill station. Follow 
directional signage to the main entrance of the Tower. 

By Bus

Bus routes: 15, 42, 78, 100, RV1

The Tower is also served by all major sightseeing bus tours. 
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By Riverboat

Nearest river access: Tower Pier

Directions: Riverboats for Tower Pier depart from Charing Cross, 
Westminster and Greenwich.

Thames Clippers’ fleet of high speed catamarans operate daily with 
departures every 20 minutes from both London Bridge Pier and Tower 
Pier. Buy Thames Clipper ticket
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OXFORD’S UNIQUE NAPOLEONIC BICENTENARY

Oxford has always attracted lots of visitors as anybody who has 
been there can testify. The various college building that make up 
the University attract lots of people as do the various museums and 
hostelries.

Later this year Oxford and its visitors will see Napoleonic troops 
marching through the town and not for the first time. The 13th June 
1814 saw a substantial number of soldiers in Oxford and large crowds 
thronging the town. Was it because of civil unrest and the soldiers 
were there to quell the unrest? Not at all. They were there because, 
just like the Royals of today, it was party time! And what a party. In 
those days it’s not often that you get an Emperor, a King, four future 
kings, a Chancellor of the Austrian Empire, future and past British 
prime ministers, lots of world famous generals and loads of peers 
coming to town!

Look again at the date as it might give you a clue. The great and good 
were coming together to celebrate the defeat of Napoleon and his 
abdication. Little did they know what the future held. Having  already 
got together in Paris for mutual back-slapping the Prince Regent 
decided to invite them all to come to England, and in particular Oxford. 
A number of the colleges acted as hosts to the important personages 
that descended upon the town. At the celebratory dinner the gallery of 
the building was made open to the public and from their vantage point 
they could watch the diners below. Apparently both Sir Charles Stewart 
and Marshall Blücher overly enjoyed their liquid refreshment and got 
very drunk. The party ended at 11pm so that the visitors could see 
the special illuminations that had been put up in the streets. However 
the illuminations were ruined by a sudden thunderstorm which sent 
everyone rushing indoors to get out of the heavy downpour.

The visitors stayed for a few more days during which time honorary 
doctorates were presented. Balls were held and attended. I think we 
can guess which ones were enjoyed the more.
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Blücher was very popular with the crowd and people gathered under 
his windows in Christ Church where he was staying and where they 
could see him smoking his pipe. Periodically he would get up and bow 
to the crowd who responded enthusiastically.

Nowadays if you visit places where ‘special’ people lived or stayed or 
a special event took place there are plaques or something to mark the 
occasion but that doesn’t seem to be the case in respect of the ‘haven’t 
we done well’ party. Perhaps that’s why so few people have heard 
about it? Or is it because they jumped the gun in celebrating having 
got rid of Napoleon and the escape from Elba and the 100 days was 
still to come?

Barry Draper

The article by Christopher Danziger from which the above has been 

The Battle of Tarbes : March 20th 1814

 ‘I never saw the dead lie so thick ...’

by kind permission of Richard ‘Rifleman’ Moore

The following article is published to mark the 200th anniversary of 
the battle of Tarbes with the kind permission of Richard Moore.  
Images 3 and 4 are reproduced with the kind permission of Osprey 
Publishing by virtue of agreement with 3/95th Rifles.  Both parties 
retain full copyright of their products.
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In late February to early March 1814, Marshal Soult’s army was 
trying to reach Toulouse, a move dictated to the embattled French 
commander by the terrain, manoeuvres of Wellington’s army, the 
danger of encirclement plus the difficulties of operating with the 
Garonne river to his rear and a hopeful link-up with Suchet’s troops to 
the east.

Wellington had been slightly wounded by a spent musket ball at the 
battle at Orthes on February 27th, resulting in him being largely out of 
things for two days, and then having to take it easy for several more. 
The French had crossed the Adour river by St Severs on February 
28th, where Soult gave the Allied cavalry scouts the slip for a time. 
Wellington arrived there on March 2nd to find an astonishing letter 
from the Mayor of Bordeaux waiting for him ; the town - the ‘third city 
of France’ – was willing to declare for the Royalist cause now Soult’s 
soldiers had disappeared to the east. Wellington made it known that 
no political decision had been taken regarding the situation in France 
post-Bonaparte and the Allies could take no responsibility for retaliation 
should the town declare for Louis XIII ; in reply, Mayor Lynch stated 
the town was still intending to declare, so Wellington occupied 
the town by detaching the 7th Infantry Division escorted by the 4th 
Infantry Division and sent for the Heavy Cavalry and Friere’s Spanish 
infantry from Spain to support them. Once this situation was resolved, 
Wellington could turn his full attention to Marshal Soult.

The French in the field now numbered around 28,000 men and forty 
guns with the Allies numbering 32,000 with forty guns. Soult also had 
to contend with about 3000 stragglers and conscripts scooped up and 
sent to him by the military police, but many of these had no weapons 
and were of doubtful use.

Allied cavalry patrols found that Soult had re-crossed the Adour at 
Maubourget. Soult outnumbered the Allies for about ten days as 
Wellington waited for the 4th Division to return from Bordeaux ; but in 
terms of military efficiency, the French were suffering from low morale, 
fatigue and a drop in supplies as the two depots at Mont de Marsan 
and Dax had been cut off from him. Bonaparte ordered Soult to attack 
Wellington in flank with 20,000 men – but by the time Soult had 
arranged for this, the 4th Division was approaching and Wellington had 
placed his available troops in a position favourable for defence. 
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A small French cavalry raid on the flank and rear of the Allies 
developed at St Severs, but by the end of the day Soult had withdrawn 
his army towards Tarbes and the heights of Orliex, where on March 20th 
they formed line of battle and awaited the Allied pursuit. The danger 
for Marshal Soult was that Wellington would strike towards Auch and 
by a fast march gain Toulouse before him. Soult sent his brother Pierre 
with five regiments of cavalry to watch out for this move, stationing 
them at Trie and ordering them to keep in touch with the French right 
flank. Soult had noted that the country around Orliex was difficult for 
cavalry, and the sending of the French troopers away from the main 
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road would ease the traffic jam should things go awry for the French 
infantry.

Tarbes was on the centre of axis into France.  Wellington’s army had 
crossed the Pyrenees and was following Soult’s army into France.  In 
spite of the exhausting campaign through the mountains they were 
encouraged on as they entered France as this was the final stage in the 
defeat of Napoleon after a long and arduous war.  French resistance was 
however not finished and much hard fighting was to follow before final 
victory.

The Allies were moving on the French in three parts: Hill by the west 
bank of a major tributary of the Adour river running north from the 
Pyrenees and Wellington and Beresford by the eastern bank. Three 
roads were available to the French, and on March 19th Beresford cut the 
first of them, cutting the second road the next day leaving behind him 
only detachments of light cavalry to watch Pierre Soult at Trie should the 
French cavalry here attempt another ‘raid’.

Two French divisions formed Soult’s rearguard defence. Clausel 
commanded, with his northernmost division under Harispe and the 
southernmost under Villatte. To Clausel’s rear across the two tributaries 
of the Larret and Larros rivers lay D’Erlons two divisions and Reille’s 
two divisions on the main road from Tarbes. With news of Allied troop 
movements from his brother at Trie, the main road from Pau - Tarbes 
- Toulouse was now seen by Soult as the Allied target, perhaps forcing 
the French to retire by a single road taking the long way around to 
Toulouse and possibly leaving a large detachment of the French army 
behind in doing so. D’Erlon and Reille would hold the Allies back should 
Clausel have to retire under heavy pressure. To be on the safe side 
because of the two tributaries of the Adour, Soult had sent away in 
advance all his baggage and unnecessary vehicles and sent scouts to 
mark field routes and paths in the correct direction for Clausel’s troops 
to take from Oleac to reach the main road south-east of Tarbes.

The heights of Orlieux running south to Oleac held by Harispe were 
formidable, but could be easily outflanked by passing the road to 
Tarbes. Villatte’s troops were stationed at Oleac to prevent such a 
move. 
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On March 20th, Harispe’s troops became Wellington’s target for a pincer 
movement with Hill moving towards the town of Tarbes to both attack 
Harispe’s front and pin down Villatte with Clinton’s 6th Division infantry 
passing the little hamlet of Dours and attacking the French right flank 
to try and get between the two French divisions.

This map of the action at Tarbes clearly shows the central position of the three 
battalions of the 95th Regiment as they engaged the right flank of Clausel’s 
command at the centre of Soult’s position with Daddy Hill pushing the right 
flank and 6th Division on the left.  
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Note the steep incline that the Rifles had to fight up and the rivers closing their 
left and right flanks confining the fight to the centre with no option to perform 
flanking movements.  This was to be a battle of determination, strong will and 
the best shots.

The fighting began at noon with an artillery bombardment from Hill on 
the Allied right and Clinton on the left.  Von Alten with the Light Division 
approached the heights at Oleac sending forward skirmishers from the 
Second Battalion of the 95th Rifles. One company of this rifle-armed force 
advanced towards a picket of the French on a small hillock upon which 
lay an old stone windmill tower (1) ; as they skirmished towards the 
French they found every increasing numbers of troops in support of the 
advance picket sent down from beyond the crest to support them. The 
rifle company requested support in addition as three counter-attacks 
were made here across the hill by the French, leaving behind each time 
hundreds of fallen soldiers ; the French here initially thought the enemy 
skirmishers before them were Portuguese, and charged them with the 
bayonet - the firmness of the enemy, their failure to retreat in the face 
of the French charge despite being outnumbered and the losses they 
inflicted by efficient aimed fire soon indicated reinforced veteran troops 
and a necessary defensive posture be taken. Surtees, an officer of 3 / 
95th Rifles later wrote :

Rifles were used to fighting in skirmish order which covered as much ground as 
possible while retaining the integrity of the line.  One method common in use 
that was probably used at Tarbes but in much closer order was known as ‘chain 
order’.  
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Used to drive away enemy skirmishers, this tactic employed bodies of men 
somewhat more solid than ordinary skirmish lines, and so it was calculated 
to require a smaller reserve.   To form a chain three- quarters of the unit was 
deployed with the remaining forming a reserve between 50 and 120 paces in 
the rear.  The chain was formed of men in groups of four, each group normally 
separated from the next by 10 paces.  The whole moved forward until contact 
was made with the enemy.  To engage the right-hand man of each group then 
took three paces forward and fired, before returning to the group, whereupon 
the second man did likewise followed by the third and fourth, by which time the 
first man would have reloaded and be ready to begin the process again.  Thus a 
constant fusillade was maintained by the chain.  At Tarbes it is probable given 
the overlooking position of the French that the process was completed initially 
from cover without the movement forward until the enemy began to withdraw.
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“At length, after much skirmishing, we gained the height but found the 
whole of their infantry drawn up on a steep activity near the windmill 
which allowed them to have line behind line, all of which could fire at the 
same time over each others heads like the tiers of guns on a three-deck 
ship. We continued to advance upon them till we got to within a hundred 
paces of this formidable body, the firing from which was the hottest I had 
ever been in - except perhaps, at Barrosa.”

The desperate fighting at this spot by Harispe’s left-flank brigade to gain 
time for the right-flank brigade of their division to escape from Allied 
encirclement and Villatte’s troops to get away from Tarbes drew in the 
whole of the Second Battalion 95th Rifles, followed by the First Battalion 
and finally by the Third. Harispe’s right-flank brigade was finally forced 
to run for it by Clinton’s advance, taking to the fields on the routes 
marked by Soult’s scouts. Under pressure from Hill, seeing the retreat of 
Harispe on his right, Villatte abandoned Tarbes and made off east along 
the same road.

Fighting in close company would very much reduce the frontage of the regiment 
but concentrate its fire with devastating effect.  The Rifles would still use ground 
and cover to best advantage under the direction of their officers and placing 
shots where they would count.  It is little wonder that the French casualties were 
so great and the Rifles so relatively light in this frantic engagement.  To  misquote 
Voltaire ‘ God is on the side of the best shots not the big battalions’.  
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The woodlands, hedges, fences, gullies, drains and ditches that Soult 
had noted did not permit an immediate pursuit by any Allied cavalry. 
Clausel’s men reached the supporting troops of D’Erlon and Reille, who 
both opened up with artillery on the Allied infantry when they came 
into range and halting any pursuit. During the night, Soult ordered 
a retreat at a fast pace along the main road following signal fires lit 
by his scouts. His worry was that the Allies would swing due east 
and make directly for Toulouse ; this the Allies did, at no great haste 
in three columns to allow the approaching 4th Division coming from 
Bordeaux to catch up, each infantry column taking one of the available 
three roads to Toulouse preceded by Allied cavalry. Soult’s troops by 
forced marches did reach Toulouse first, but in a terrible condition. 
Clausel’s two divisions suffered most, being tired already from the 
fighting of March 20th and being the rearguard having to march cross-
country to Montrejean in the early stages as there was no room for 
them on the single main road.
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The fighting on the hill near Oleac is regarded as unique in the annals 
of the Rifle Brigade, as soldiers from all three battalions fought side-
by-side for the only time in the Peninsula War. The French losses 
around Tarbes were never counted, but were estimated later to exceed 
four hundred, with the great proportion falling on the hill ; the three 
rifle battalions of the Light Division lost eleven officers and eighty 
other ranks from a total Allied casualty list of one hundred and twenty. 
Colonel Andrew Barnard reported to Wellington and requested he 
come to the hill upon which stood the old tower and see for himself 
the ‘great slaughter’ that his three rifle battalions had inflicted on the 
French defenders ; Wellington at first declined to do so, later saying 
‘Well, Barnard ; to please you I will go - but I require no novel proof of the 
destructive fire of your rifles’. 

An officer of the 95th Rifles later wrote …

“Our three battalions were most sharply engaged ; three times the 
enemy with a greatly superior force endeavoured to drive them off the 
hill, but the losses of the enemy from the fire of our rifles was so great 
that one could not believe ones eyes. I certainly had never seen the 
dead lie so thick ; nor ever did, save at Waterloo.”
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Fighting in close country such as that on the initial slope at Tarbes required 
expert field craft using cover to close with the enemy and to provide 
protection from detection and subsequent fire.  The green uniforms 
and black accoutrements would have greatly aided this deception and 
allowed riflemen to adopted fire positions within range of the enemy 
positions with relative security.  Of course riflemen always worked in 
pares with one man holding ready until his partner had made his shot 
and reloaded

Footnote

1. The old windmill on the hill referred to by several British diarists 
was at the time of the battle actually a station of the French National 
semaphore. Damaged in a fire, the windmill was not rebuilt and was 
converted into a semaphore signal station back in 1799 ; the signal 
equipment in the ‘mill’ at the time of the battle was probably destroyed 
by the French and as a result British historians didn’t find this fact out 
until 1835. 
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The tower from 1998 is currently being restored and converted into 
a stellar observatory ; during the rebuilding and renovations several 
mysterious artifacts were found and the history of the battle discovered 
- (illegal) metal-detecting has indicated there is much more here. A 
visitor centre is now planned for the future, showing visitors what 
happened here in March 1814. In the interests of all, the author has 
made all his research, maps, photographs and illustrations on the site 
available to the pleasantly-surprised owners of the old mill after a visit 
to the spot in 2000.

This picture depicts the type of semaphore signal station that would have been in 
position at Tarbes as a part of the national network.   Horizontal beam (called the 
“regulator”) + two smaller wing beams (called the “indicators”). Could be varied in 
45 degree increments.  In 1793 the National Assembly voted 6000 francs to Chappe to 
build the system. 
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First recorded use of the term telegraph: “far writing.”  On 12 July 1793: A Critical 
Test was conducted with three locations selected, 15 km first hop and 11 km second 
hop.  It took 11 minutes to transmit the original 27 word message to which an answer 
arrives 9 minutes later.  On 26 July 1793 a decision was taken to build a French state 
telegraph at a cost of 58,400 francs with 15 stations spanning from Paris to Lille 
(120 miles North of Paris).  On 15 August 1794: First official message: reporting 
recapture of the city of LeQuesnoy from the Austrians and the Prussians was received 
in Paris.  In 1799 when Napoleon seized power he Sent the message “Paris is quiet 
and the good citizens are content.” via optical telegraph. By 1800, telegraph stations 
spread N, S, E, W from Paris across the whole country. Stations placed approximately 
6 miles apart. By 1803, line began to be extended to Italy, Belgium. Completed in 
1814.

***Notes for Explorers****

A wanderer can traverse the heights of Orliex from the direction of 
Rabastens and starting south of old Dours all the way to Tarbes if you 
have a map and around two to three hours to spare. William Napier 
included a map of period operations in this area in his ‘History’ ; most 
useful as some place-names have changed. The area around the 
hill upon which the old mill tower stands is mostly private property 
(of course) but crossed by footpaths, one of which - despite some 
modern barbed wire entanglements and a small copse - gives from a 
farm on the old road from Vic Bigorre a rough approximation of the 
approach route for the 95th Rifles, finally attacking the hill up the west 
and south-west slopes along a frontage of about two hundred metres. 
Although appearing grassy and unkempt, livestock in the form of cattle 
is kept in these fields – beware of the bull and don’t touch the more 
convenient fences here to see if they really are electrified. Visitors 
are welcomed to the old tower, but it is still a building site at the time 
of writing and access to the tower itself is granted only under special 
circumstances accompanied by the owner. Local folklore in Oleac has 
it that the French and British fallen are buried in a mass grave at a 
certain spot nearby. Near Oleac, you can take a pre-battle ancient path 
(one of those marked by Soult’s scouts) going across fields heading 
south-east to the main road and Soult’s second position over the Larros 
river ; you’ll be going the same way as many of Harispe’s soldiers and 
their Light Division pursuers did in the afternoon of March 20th - but - 
despite pleasant scenery it takes at least an hour and there are a few 
small hazards to negotiate along the way.
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Once battle was joined it mattered not what cover you had your position 
would still be compromised on the first shot by the smoke from your 
rifle.  Of course as the battle became more furious the smoke would 
also obscure the enemy making it difficult gauge the effect of your shot 
or find fresh targets.  Normally a rifleman would be able to move his 
position both to hide his location and to gain clear view for his next 
mark.  At Tarbes it is probable that they did not have the luxury of room 
to manoeuvre very much.

Foot Note from Richard: It’s a pity I can’t find the photos to go 
with the article. The chap who was restoring the Semaphore Tower 
mentioned found a lot of bullets etc on site and was wondering how 
they came to be there (that was the state of ‘local knowledge’ before 
I sent him my stuff). An unknown Englishman disputes the location of 
the fighting but the presence of the bullets seem to indicate he is off 
the mark. It’s not an outstanding battle save the young soldiers of the 
French rearguard were very stalwart in the face of adversity and it was 
the only occasion that all three 95th Battalions acted in close company 
... hence the carnage.

No part of this article may be reproduced without the written 
permission of the author ©Richard”Rifleman”Moore 1992
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Booking Form 

The Napoleonic Association’s 

Duchess of  Richmond’s Ball

Athenaeum Assembly Rooms

Bury St Edmunds in the County of Suffolk
on Saturday January 31st 2015

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhSupper followed by Dancing

Music by Ian Cutts and ensemble

Dances called by Mr & Mrs Ian McFarlane

Ticket price is £35 per person for NA members only.
Members may also buy one ticket at £35 for a non-NA partner.
Tickets will be on general sale for Non-Members at £45 from 

31st October onwards.
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Tickets will be sent out after 1st September 2014. Due to charges
 incurred we are unable to accept Paypal Payments. Please send an 
A5 S.A.E with your booking for the tickets to be sent to you.
Please send your booking form and payment to Mrs Kate Davis, 
11 Beehive Cottages, Wickham Road, Fareham PO16 7JF.

For those desiring accomodation, rooms may be had for the preferen-
tial rate of £105 per double room at the adjacent Angel Hotel which 
includes breakfast and stabling for carriages. Please note there are only 
a limited number of twin bedded rooms available. Contact 
reservations@theangel.co.uk or telephone 01284 714000 and 
quote reference code BK44403.

Accommodation is also available at the Regency Hotel at £85 per 
room (2 sharing) or £65 for a single room for bed and breakfast. 
Please quote “Napoleonic Association” when booking.

For further information on hotels and Guest Houses in the Bury St 
Edmunds area please contact the Bury St Edmunds Tourist Information 
Office.

Please keep an eye on our website for updates and further information 
at www.napoleonicassociation.org

Non-NA Members

Non-NA members wishing to register their interest in tickets in advance 
they may do so by completing the form below and sending it to kate.
davis1.KD@gmail.com or by post to :  Mrs Kate Davis
                                                      11 Beehive Cottages
                                                      Wickham Road
                                                      Fareham 
                                                      PO16 7JF 
                                                     United Kingdom

This will give an indication of how many non-members are interested in 
coming to the ball.
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Ladies on Horseback

A Brief History of Side-saddle Riding  by Heather Constance

Those of you who were at Wollaton 
Hall last May might remember me 
wandering around between domes-
tic duties dressed in a long wool-
len riding habit on a very hot and 
sunny day.  I was about to fulfil a 
dearly-held ambition of being pho-
tographed on horseback wearing 
this habit, so that I could see for 
myself how it sat, and what it felt 
like to be seated side-saddle.

Very few ladies accompanied their 
husbands on campaign abroad, but 
any who did might well have ridden 
with them on horseback, and that 

meant riding side-saddle, since, in Britain at least, riding astride was 
considered indelicate and unladylike.  From the early middle ages, 
ladies who rode generally sat decorously on a sort of chair-saddle with 
a foot rest while a groom led the horse, but for any lady who wanted 
to be in control of her own horse or ride at more than a stately amble, 
that meant riding astride.  Mediaeval illustrations show that both meth-
ods were adopted.  This chair-type saddle was still in use during later 
centuries, particularly on mules or donkeys; Juana, Mrs Harry Smith, 
had to use one on mule-back during the Peninsula War when a broken 
foot prevented her from riding her horse.
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The forward-facing position was said to 
have been introduced by Catherine de’ 
Medici, Queen of France, in the sixteenth 
century, who found that by hooking 
her right knee over the pommel of the 
saddle, she could display her beautiful 
ankles to advantage!  True or not, this 
period saw the introduction of a second 
pommel, creating a ‘u’ shape between 
which the lady wedged her upper leg 
while the lower foot rested in a stirrup. 

 

 Illustrations of Regency equestrienne 
fashions show that a strap was fastened 
around the lady’s skirts, presumably to 
prevent them blowing up indecorously 
when at a gallop; I shudder to think of 
the safety implications if this strap was 
actually fastened to the saddle.  It was 
dangerous enough if a lady took a fall, 
since she could not disentangle her skirts 
easily from the saddle pommels.  As this 
fashion plate shows, habits were often 
made extra-long to cover the feet and 
look more elegant – as mine is.
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This type of saddle lasted until the 1850s, when the third pommel, or ‘leap-
ing head’ was introduced, and it is this style of saddle that is used today by 
side-saddle riders.  The leaping head enables the rider to hook her lower 
knee under it, and by gripping the two pommels between her knees she has 
a much more secure seat when galloping or jumping.   The illustration here 
shows the position of the rider’s legs, uncovered by the usual apron skirt 
which is purely for show and elegance.  The modern saddle also has a ‘safety 
stirrup’ which will give way under strain, so that if the rider is thrown she can 
kick herself free.

 
So without the leaping head, was it possible for pre-Victorian ladies to gallop?  
Clearly, most ladies rode just to get from place to place, as Jane Bennett does 
in “Pride and Prejudice”, while the wealthier who could afford fashionable 
habits would ride in Hyde Park to see and be seen.  But for many, a habit was 
a travelling garment, not just for wearing on horseback, and they were not 
all cut longer; the one on which mine is based has tapes inside to fold up the 
hem to walking length.  Back to Juana Smith; she had never been on a horse 
in her life when she married Brigade-Major Harry Smith at Badajoz in 1812.  
Three years later, at the height of the battle of Waterloo, she was ordered 
to leave Brussels for Antwerp, and while settling herself and her lap-dog in 
the saddle, her horse bolted, and she went galloping down the road for eight 
miles before an overturned wagon brought the horse to a halt.  
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My side saddle experience 
was given me courtesy of 
Lisa Stanhope of the 12th 
Light Dragoons.  As she 
hadn’t brought her side 
saddle with her, I hooked 
my knee over the cloak roll 
on the front of the saddle.  
It was, fortunately, a placid 
horse who was more inter-
ested in her lunch than this 
strange female clambering 
onto her back.  Getting on 
was tricky – “Can you throw 
your leg over and bring it 
back across?” “No way, Lisa, 
not in this skirt”. 

So a mounting block was produced, and somehow I found myself 
in position.  I had based my habit on a pattern from an actual ex-
ample (The Salisbury Museum habit in Janet Arnold’s Patterns of 
Fashion1:1660-1860), and although I had to enlarge the original by a 
lot, and the back of the skirt is heavily pleated, it is still relatively nar-
row, in the Regency style, and I am quite sure I could never wear it on 
a modern saddle, as there is insufficient fullness to wrap my legs round 
the upper and lower pommels.  Mid-Victorian equestriennes had much 
fuller skirts, and then developed the shaped riding skirt with the slit 
underneath which gave way to the modern apron worn over breeches.  
These days, costumed dressage riders usually adapt their skirts with a 
slit to accommodate a modern saddle.

She must have been been a superb rider by then, to have kept her 
seat, dog and all with only the double pommel at the top to hold on 
by.
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Based on original research by Heather Constance and first published in 
the “Mutton Lancer”, newsletter of the 2nd (Queens Royal) Regiment 
of Foot.  My thanks to Gordon Simmonds and Paul Richardson for the 
photographs, to Lisa for her time and patience, and most of all to the 
horse.
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