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Editor’s Page 

  

 

 

Hello all,  

 

 

Firstly I‟d like to introduce myself as your new Editor.  

In this issue you will find reports on what we have been doing so far, as well as things to 
come. This includes our hugely successful Duchess of Richmond‟s Ball in Bury St Edmunds, 
following on from the AGM, as well as our regular reports from the French and British Bri-
gades.  

As you will probably have heard by now, we lost our good friend Sgt. Tiny Castle of the 32nd    

Cornwall Regt. on 15th March, and there are some words and pictures from his Memorial Ser-
vice included as well. 

We have an exciting year ahead of us in the NA, and I hope to be able to share news about 

events both here and abroad within the pages of the Adjutant, as well as providing interesting 
articles and information from members. However, this will depend upon yourselves, and I 
very much look forward to receiving your news, articles etc. which should be sent direct to 
me at kate.davis1.kd@gmail.com, as I don‟t have access to the NA Adjutant email address at 

this time. 

I look forward to meeting up with you all on our first camping event of the season at Ick-
worth this coming weekend. You can find me in the Allied Staff area, our tent is the one with 
all the chairs and lanterns, and the kettle is usually on… 

See you soon 

 

Kate 
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Chairman’s Report 

Welcome to a new re-enactment season and one like no other with 
Waterloo 200 due in June! 

I would like to thank you all for the support you have shown for the 
Executive Committee who were re-elected unopposed at the AGM. 

Unfortunately Tiny Castle had to stand down as Membership Secre-
tary and it is with great regret that I have to inform you that Tiny 

passed away on Sunday, 15th March 2015. I am sure that all mem-
bers will join with the Executive Committee in sending our condo-
lences to Tiny‟s family. 

The Executive Committee has taken action to ensure that member-
ship renewals continue to be processed but I would appreciate it if you can be a little patient whilst 

the new arrangements bed in. 

I would also like to welcome Kate Davis into her new role as editor of the “Adjutant”. This is very 

much your journal and I would encourage you to get involved by providing suitable articles for Kate 
to publish. 

As I mentioned earlier Waterloo 200 is fast approaching and the work of the Association‟s Water-

loo200 Sub-committee (W200) goes on unabated. Registration is now complete and the event is 
moving to the detailed planning stage. W200 are working closely with the Organisers and it is hoped 

that the Organisers can provide you with more details of the event shortly. The size of the event is 
posing a great challenge to all – the re-enactors, the re-enactment Organisers and the overall Event 
Organisers – with all sorts of timetabling, security and camp site issues to be co-ordinated and re-

solved. W200 will continue to work to get the best facilities and event timetable they can but there 
may be times when there will be a need to compromise to achieve the best solution for the event as 

a whole. Please bear in mind that some of the problems that need to be resolved may be as a result 
of decisions outside of the Event Organisers control. For example, the Belgian Police will need to 

make a decision on how motor vehicles approach the site of camps without causing too much traffic 
congestion! W200 will however protect member‟s interest in a robust but co-operative manner. 

I know that you are looking forward to Waterloo 200 but if for any reason you find you cannot at-

tend then please let your unit commander know. The registration system did allow us to recom-
mend confirmation of extra registrations above the limit specified by the Organisers. If we fall below 

the magic numbers of 5,000 re-enactors on the battlefield then there are some units on a reserve 
list that the Organisers could allow to attend. W200 therefore need to know if you fall out so that 

they can inform the Organisers who can then make a decision on whether units on the reserve list 
can attend.  The process is therefore to tell your unit commander that you are not going who will 
inform W200 via the Brigade Commanders. 

I look forward to seeing you at our events throughout the year. Please enjoy yourself at the events 

but most importantly play safe. 

Martyn 
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Obituary 

Peter Tiny Castle 1957-2015 

Tiny was a well-known and much loved figure in the Napoleonic Association, 

and many reading this will remember meeting him at NA events. 

Tiny was born on 29th March 1957 in Hoddesden, Herts to George and Pam-
ela Castle, and with a Big Brother, Tim, already waiting to welcome him into 

that loving family. 

After he finished with school Tiny initially began a career in hospitality and 
catering, but in 1976, Tiny looked for the greater excitement in a career in the 

Royal Navy.  

Tiny was very proud indeed to serve his country, and also proud of the tradi-
tions of the service and the ships in which he served. Ark Royal, I would say, 

was his favourite ship, and never off his lips for long. 

In 1994 Tiny was well established in the Navy and his skills at organisation and logistics were well respected. 
In that year he was assigned to Norway where he met an attractive young Wren, Tracy.Love blossomed in 
the heady air and Romance of the Fjords, and continued when they returned to the UK, despite a few hiccups 
caused by separate postings.Despite these few obstacles they came together to make a fantastic team. A 
truly loving couple, each dedicated to the support of the other, both blessed by the union. Tiny was a devoted 

life partner and very loving husband for 21 years. 

He was also a fantastic Dadto two lovely and very bright children. Tiny was an inspiration for honourable liv-

ing and decency for them both, and Tiny also taught them how hard work brings rewards.  

The love he had for his children was matched by his quiet pride in their achievements.  Tiny was able to see 
his son Harry earn a place in a top Universityand dowell there; and his daughter, Pamela, is on track to make 

an outstanding Veterinary Surgeon in a few short years. Pam was truly the apple of his eye.  

And, of course, another great love of his life was Napoleonic History and Re-enactment. 

Tiny was co-founder of the 32nd (Cornwall) Regiment of Foot in the Napoleonic Association, where he was 
the Regiment's Sergeant. And what a great Sergeant he was. He lived the part. So much so that I was con-
vinced he even had three stripes on his pajama sleeves. He was a brilliant organiser. It was always very com-

forting to know he was involved, because you knew everything would be in hand.  

In camp this was a gentle, kind, giant of a man....but woe betide you if you stood around with your hands in 
your pockets, had dirty kit, or mishandled your musket. His drilling of the Regiment was superb.His standards 

very high. Including those he set for himself. 

He was a very fair man. He commanded with quiet authority, and quite often with not-so-quiet authority; but 
he also knew how to share a joke, loved a good sing along at the camp fire, and especially knew the value of 

friendship and comradeship. And the value of a good bottle of Port. 

I will, however draw a discreet veil over his culinary capability. His porridge was renowned – or maybe notori-
ous would be more accurate. Until you have had some of Tiny's breakfast porridge, you hadn't been to a re-
enactment camp. It was served by the slice for the lucky ones who got there first and could take their meas-
ure from the top. For the laggards they were left with the case hardened concrete substitute that lined the bot-

tom of the pot.  

It was Tiny who slipped me the King's shilling to join the 32nd. And fittingly, he did it near Picton's Monument 
at Waterloo, where the 32nd had deployed on that day of Battle. What a great weekend that was.One of 
many. Tiny was always a positive force in the Regiment, and his gentle humour and good companionship will 

be missed. 

Tiny put a lot of love and happiness into this world; as a decent, honest and honourable man,as a kind and 

loving father, a devoted husband, as a dear brother, and as a true friend.  

Tiny lived a full life with much joy in it, but alas was taken from us far too soon. 

Somehow I have this vision of Tiny up there among the heavenly clouds. The only Angel with three stripes on 
his wings, the Harp traded in for a bloomin great spontoon, Angelic NCOs for the use of. I see him organising 
the Heavenly Host into a decent straight line, harps at the present, and with no Angelic Singing in the ranks 

without permission. 

In the 32nd we deeply mourn his passing, and know that there is an empty chair that can never be filled by his 

like again. 



5 

Geoffrey Wootten 

32nd (Cornwall) Regiment of Foot  

 

And a few words from Wagg.. 

March 2015 Sgt 'Tiny' Castle has left our ranks. 

He was a man that I not only liked but also respected. 
As I write this letter I feel his lose and a sense of 

great sadness. 
My feelings however can only be a fraction of those 
felt by his close friends and family.  

Sgt Castle was a good comrade and I shall raise a 
glass to him.... 

W 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny’s “Last Huzzah”, 
28th March 2015 
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French Commander’s Report 

Waterloo draws ever closer. Golfe Juan has seen L‟ Empereur return. Route Napoleon has been 
navigated and Napoleon's troops await his call to arms. Laurence Nelis and her team have been 

working extremely hard with the organisation and registrations and many a vote of thanks is due to 
them, without the dedication and hard work shown by them, many of us would unlikely be travelling 

to Waterloo.  

 

Speculation in the UK press has been rife that the French want to rewrite history. What nonsense, 

anything for a story and anything to sell copies. The current scripts for the battles appear designed 
to show the key elements of the battle, so there will be stages where the French appear to be get-

ting close to a victory. Wellington was quoted as saying „It has been a damned serious business... 
Blucher and I have lost 30,000 men. It has been a damned nice thing - the nearest run thing you 

ever saw in your life. By God! I don't think it would have been done if I had not been there‟.  So it is 
hardly surprising that there will be parts of the battle where the French appear to be gaining the 
upper hand. 

 

Last year saw Adrian Bridge from The Daily Telegraph, embedded into the French forces at Ick-

worth. His colleague joined the 95th and turned out for the allies. Both are continuing their journeys 
to Waterloo. It will be interesting to see how the different experiences of Allied and French forces 
are reported.  

 

In the meantime there seem to be events, celebrations, and commemorations taking place through-

out the country. I know many of the NA‟s French units have been in demand with the 45e alone al-
ready having received requests from over ten different potential sponsors wanting Waterloo related 
events between April and July. Alnwick castle will be using a specially produced high resolution pic-

ture of the 45e eagle and standard (thanks Alan Balding) as a surround to the entrance of their Wa-
terloo exhibition. Long may this increased level of interest in our favourite period of history continue 

and along with it hopefully we‟ll see an increase in the number of new people joining the NA. We all 
have a real opportunity to raise awareness of what happened throughout the Napoleonic wars and 
the lasting legacy of Napoleon not only on France but on the far wider European hegemony and 

unity.  

 

Vive l'Empereur 
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2Brigade – Spring 2015 

Good day to you all and welcome to 2Brigade. 

The British NA military structure under General Wagg Ellis-Jones was originally formed 
into 3 Divisions – the Guards, Counties and Highland. Then a few years later came, 

what in hindsight was a masterstroke,  the invention of the Big Battalions, bringing 
together Allied regiments from the UK and overseas into separate Divisions - A, B and C. So wherever in the 

world you go to re-enact, all you have to do was find your Divisional colleagues - you have a home. In 2014 
the necessity to cope with the expanded allied army and the increase in numbers expected at Waterloo200, 
the Divisions were reclassified as Brigades, B Division became 2Brigade. From such actions are legends born!    

Our distinctive flag (No it's not a Ferrari badge) , a very clear and obvious marker, awarded to us after a Wa-
terloo many years ago, when the French Cavalry charged our lines and attempted to seize our colours, horse 

and rider famously and effectively ejected, hence our moto – Equo ne credite - Do not trust the horses. For 
an infantry Brigade, good advice indeed.     

2Brigade, when at full strength, and it‟s not likely to be any larger than it will for Waterloo200, comprises 

many of our NA, UK units who were with us from the start - The Buffs, 9th, 23rd, 32nd 43rd, 44th 1/95th . In all, 
some  28 separate Units representing 19 Regiments, from the UK, Ireland, Italy, Canada and the USA - some 
500 personnel.  

For the last 6 months, as June 2015 has suddenly become an ever closer  reality, rather than a distant date 
on the calendar,  It‟s been all go! Liaising with each of these regiments in order to get a precise breakdown 

of their numbers and composition,  so that we can plan in as much detail as possible. Firers, Musicians, Col-
our parties,  Medical staff, Non combatants and Camp Followers – we need to know it all. Even down to the 
individual tent count, so that we can plan a camp layout to the last square metre. That's one thing Welling-

ton did not have to worry about – where to put some 200 tents - and that‟s just 2Brigade! Whilst we are do-
ing all this, we have of course to organise and prepare our own Regiment , the 44th, for the coming year. 

Thankfully we have a lot of help behind the scenes, a lot of it from our own NA personnel, Martyn Monks, 
Jim Paylor and Tony Wilks amongst them. Making all that paperwork a lot easier. And of course our gratitude 
to wives (thanks Angela) and families understanding whilst we are permanently distracted by all things Wa-

terloo.  

And while this is going on, we have, in response to the organisers requirements, to accredit for safety, drill 

and appearance, every unit going  to Waterloo. This has been an on-going process over the last 12 months. 
Many of our longer serving units hardly need it, some have arranged special drill days where we have been 
able to accomplish some great work, and overall everyone has done their bit to get the job done. Lots of 

travelling mileage, taking in such exotic locations as Norwich, Tilbury, Stanford Hall, Dublin and New Orleans 
(Well somebody had to do it didn‟t they!)     

Waterloo aside, the new season beckons. From the start of this season, the Brigade will be in action, Ick-

worth and  the Battle of Nations at Wollaton are the major events before we get to Waterloo. However,  as a  
Brigade, we are committed for the long term - maintaining the links we have established between our regi-

ments and the friends we have  within them  – looking forward to some great action in the second half of the 
year and beyond, wherever in the world it happens.  

Brigadier General  Edwin (Ed) Parker - Commander 2Brigade 
2Brigade – Second to none! 
 

News from the 44th 

 
Mr Paul Nicholls is promoted to Lieutenant 

 
Corporal Steve Hars and Corporal Ross Watson have been promoted to Lance-Serjeants 
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4th British Infantry Brigade, Waterloo 200, 2015 

4th Brigade for the British Army at Waterloo 200 in 2015, is a combined UK and transatlantic forma-
tion of units, mostly not affiliated to the NA but with a long association of attending the Waterloo re

-creations. 

It consists of  two wings or „Battalions‟, (one formed of UK units the other of units from the Crown 

Forces of North America, CFNA) and a strong  „Skirmishing Coy‟ of Rifleman based around a cadre of 
the 2nd 95th Rifles UK, reinforced by Green Jackets from Canada, the US and Australia. 

The UK units within the formation have a long 12 year history of working closely together at events 

in the UK and abroad and have close links with Canadian units,whom many fielded alongside at Wa-
terloo in the past; most notably in 1990 and 1995. So when planning began for the 200th Anniver-

sary recreations, it was a natural coming together for this special year. 

4th Brigade will be commanded by Rob Yuill, NA member, experienced re-enactor and retired Army 
Officer. A soldier for George‟s Army for 34 years Rob attend his first Waterloo event in 1984 as a 

drummer with his Regiment and this year will command over 200 soldiers over the same ground 
where his ancestor fought in June 1815. Rob admits “it will be a very special moment to be on the 

field 200 years after my Great Great Grandfather fought there with The Royal Scots”, a unit of 
which, from Canada, will be in 4th Brigade for the event. 

The units in the Brigade are: 

UK Wing; Coldstream Guards, 33rd Yorkshire (1st West Riding) Regiment, 51st Light Infantry (2nd 
West Riding) Regiment, 68th (Durham) Regiment Light Infantry. 

CFNA; 1st Royal Scots, 6th, 41st, 49th& 89thRegts of Foot; 10th Royal Veterans, De Meuron‟s Regt; 
Royal Newfoundland Regt, Incorporated Militia of Upper Canada, York Militia, 1812 Fifes & Drums of 

the Crown Forces 

Rifle Coy; 2ndBatt 95th Rifles UK,2ndBatt 95th Rifles Australia and 3rdBatt 95th Rifles US. 

 
Rob Yuill 
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“General Regulations and Orders for the Army, 1811 to 

1816 

Being the original regulations issued from the Adjutant General’s Office, 
Horse Guards from 12th August 1811 to which have been added such regula-
tions as were issued to the 1st January 1816” 
“It is incumbent on every officer in His Majesty’s service to provide himself 
with a copy of these Regulations and to make himself acquainted with them: 
Commanding Officers of Corps are responsible that this Order is duly ob-
served. 

By command of His Royal Highness 
The Commander-in- Chief. 

HARRY CALVERT,  
Adjutant-General 

12th August 1811” 

This is a very interesting book with a lot of relevant informa-

tion, which from time to time I will be posting here in the Adju-
tant.  If anyone would like to have a closer look at my copy of 
the Regulations (a reprint) I will be bringing it to both Ickworth 

and Wollaton. To begin, here are some of the Regulations con-
cerning Saluting.  

Adrian Lobb 

 “362 
General Order 

Horse Guards 
10th July 1812 

 
All Officers dismounted, wearing Caps, are to Salute in the same 
manner as practised by Officers of Flank Companies. 
 

By Command of His Royal Highness 
The Commander-in-Chief, 

HARRY CALVERT, 
Adjutant-General” 

“401 
General Order 

Horse Guards 
18th April, 1814 

 
........The Commander-in-Chief directs, that 
Officers wearing Hats, are not on any occa-
sion to take them off in saluting, but that, 
when their Swords are not drawn, they are 
to salute, by bringing up the right hand to 
the Forehead, horizontally, on a line with 
the Eyebrows. 
 

 By Command of His Royal Highness 
The Commander-in-Chief, 

HARRY CALVERT, 
 

“17 
Regulations regarding the Compliments to be paid by Non-

commissioned Officers and Soldiers to Officers of the Army and 
Navy. 

 

_______ 
It is equally the Duty of Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers, at all 
times, and in all situations, to pay the proper compliments to Officers of 
the Royal Navy, and to Officers of other Regiments (when dressed in 
their Uniforms), as to the Officers of their own particular Corps. 
 

When a Soldier without Arms, or with Side-arms only, meets an Officer, 
he will continue to move on, but he is to raise his hand to his Cap, look-
ing at the same time in a respectful and Soldier-like manner at the Offi-
cer, who, it is presumed, will ever feel disposed to make a suitable ac-
knowledgment to the Compliment he receives from a Soldier. 
 

Officers commanding Brigades and Regiments are responsible that this 

very essential point of Discipline is enforced with the most scrupulous 

exactness; and that a neglect of it is in no instance allowed to escape 

Reprehension or Punishment, according to the circumstances of the 

case.” 

And finally, on a lighter note..... 

 
Did You Know? 

 

In the Churchyard of St Laurence Church, 

Stroud (Glos.) is the grave of Lt. Joseph Del-

mont, who died in 1807, the unfortunate vic-

tim of the last Fatal Duel in Britain (...unless 

you know different....) 
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NA Events for 2015 

11-12 

April 

Ickworth House 

Waterloo 200 Training Camp & Skirmish 

Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk 

3-4 

May 

Battle of Nations 

Living History & Skirmish 

Wollaton Park, 

Nottinghamshire 

9-11 

June 

Horse Guards Parade / BBC One Show 

Beating Retreat 

Westminster, 

London 

16-21 

June 

Battle of Waterloo 

200th Anniversary Battle Re-enactment 

Waterloo, 

Belgium 

4 July 

  

11-12 

July 

Burleigh House 

Battle Prom 

  

Blenheim Palace 

Battle Prom, Living History & Skirmish 

Lincolnshire 

  

Woodstock, 

Oxfordshire 

18 July 

  

1 August 

  

15 August 

  

30-31 

August 

Hatfield House 

Battle Prom 

  
Highclere Castle 

Battle Prom 

  
Ragley Hall 
Battle Prom 

  
Painshill Park 

Living History & Skirmish 

Hatfield, Herts 

  

Near Newbury, Berks 

  

Near Alcester, Warwickshire 

Near Cobham, 

Surrey 

20 

September 

Fort Amherst 

Living History & Skirmish 

Chatham, 

Kent 

Other Events for May 2015. 

The following list of upcoming events has been sent to us by Suzanne Brunt. Some of our own events are included 

and I’m sure you will find something of interest here. Thanks Tracey Paylor for forwarding this on. 

 

Events in May 2015 

                    

The Landmark Trust is open for bookings for an apartment inside Hougoumont.  

Bookings are from July 2015, £482 for 4 people for 4 nights.  

c/o Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead SL6 3SW  01628 825925 

bookings@landmarktrust.org.uk  www.landmarktrust.org.uk 

  

from May,  Mont St Jean farm opens as a brewery with a store and brasserie,  

and a permanent display of Mick Crumplins' collection of medical artifacts. 

  

Royal Armouries, Leeds  ongoing exhibition with the small Siborne model.  

Brief talks on the model at 1100 and 1400.  Waterloo exhibition to follow. 

  

mailto:bookings@landmarktrust.org.uk
http://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/
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until 19 June, then 13-24 July  Exhibition in the Special Collections Gallery, Hartley Library,  

Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BJ  02380 592721 

'Wellington and Waterloo:the tale is in every Englishman' mouth' 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/exhibitions/exhibnews.html 

  

01-03 May  St James Park, London.  Napoleonic Association battle camp. 

  

02+03 May 1200 Waterloo Day in Edinburgh Castle  0131 225 9846 

www.historic-scotland.gov.co.uk/events   normal admission charges. 

  

01 May-01 Aug  Weston Park, Weston-under-Lizard, Shifnal, Telford TF11 8LE 

free exhibition on Hon Orlando Bridgeman, ADC to Rowland Hill. 

www.weston-park.com/event/lordhill/   enquiries@weston-park.com 01952 852100 

06 May     talk by Gareth Glover 'A Young Gentleman at Waterloo' 

  

02 May  Stratford upon Avon Literary Festival, Stratford Arts House, CV37 6LU 

1730 Brian Cathcart talk 'The News from Waterloo'  £10 

http://stratfordarthouse.co.uk/whats-on/event      01789 207100 

  

06 May  St Georges Chapel, Windsor Castle   020 7766 7323 

18.45-2000   lecture by Saul David 'Wellington at Waterloo' 

http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/lecture-wellington-at-waterloo 

  

07 May  Harpenden U3A, Harpenden Trust Hall, Harpenden, Herts 

1415  Paul Chamberlain 'Battle of Waterloo:a defining moment'  

  

08-12 May.  Jane Austen Society Europe.  A Regency House Party. 

To be held near Sandringham, Norfolk.  0046 7059 39427  £325 

5 days b+b,a ball,Regency dinner and many Regency activities.  

http://regencyhouseparty.simdif.com/?  regencyball@yahoo.co.uk 

  

09 May  Assembly Rooms, Bath.    Duchess of Richmonds Ball 

regencydances.org/events.php  

  

Bankfield Museum, Akroyd Park, Boothtown Rd, Halifax HX3 6HG 

Duke of Wellingtons Regiment Museum open Tues-Sat 1000-1600 

museums@calderdale.gov.uk   01422 354823 

09 May free displays by 33rd Regt FT http://33rdfoot.co.uk/?page_id=101 

  

11 May  Dacorum U3A, Berkhamstead Town Hall 

1030 Paul Chamberlain 'Battle of Waterloo: a defining moment' 

  

13 May  Muswell Hill Bookshop, 72 Fortis Green Rd, N10 3HN 

18.30 free  Brian Cathcart 'The News from Waterloo' www.muswellhillbookshop.com 

  

14 May  National Museums Scotland,Chambers St,Edinburgh EH1 1JF 

1400-1500     free talk by Dr Stuart Allen ''Spotlight on Waterloo'' 

booking required   0131 247 4439  L.mcCulley@nms.ac.uk  

  

14 May  British Cemetery, Elvas Portugal. annual ceremony, lunch and auction. 

16 May  Albuera, Spain  annual ceremony and re-enactments.  

for advice on how to attend contact suzanne.brunt@talktalk.net  nah812@gmail.com   

  

15-25 May   Charleston Literary Festival, Firle, Lewes, E Sussex BN8 6LL 

16 May    Andrew Roberts and Jenny Uglow speak. 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/archives/exhibitions/exhibnews.html
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.co.uk/events
http://www.weston-park.com/event/lordhill/
mailto:enquiries@weston-park.com
http://stratfordarthouse.co.uk/whats-on/event
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/lecture-wellington-at-waterloo
http://regencyhouseparty.simdif.com/
mailto:regencyball@yahoo.co.uk
http://regencydances.org/events.php
mailto:museums@calderdale.gov.uk
http://33rdfoot.co.uk/?page_id=101
http://www.muswellhillbookshop.com/
mailto:L.mcCulley@nms.ac.uk
mailto:suzanne.brunt@talktalk.net
mailto:nah812@gmail.com
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festivals@charleston.org.uk  01323 811626  www.charleston.org.uk 

  

16 May  Goulburn Soldiers Club, 15 Market St, Goulburn, New South Wales 2580 

1000-1600  Horse and Musket weekend. 

  

16 May  Friends Meeting House, York 

Paul Brunyee 'Jane Austen and Napoleon'  paulbrunyee@btinternet.com  

  

Dover Western Heights open days for the Grand Shaft. 

17 May, 30+31 May, 21 June, 19 July, 16 Aug, 

12+13 Sept, 20 Sep and 18 Oct  1100-1600 

  

19 May  Northern Hotel, Bexhill-on-Sea, West Sussex. 

Seminar on French P-O-W's at Norman Cross with Paul Chamberlain. 

www.bexhillhanoveriankgl.co.uk  

  

21-31 May   Hay on Wye Literary Festival, Drill Hall, 25 Lion St, HR3 5AD 

29 May  18.45  Peter and Dan Snow   £12 

31 May  Andrew Roberts 

admin@hayfestival.org    01497 822629  box office at above address. 

  

22 May  Regimental Museum, Shrewsbury Castle, SY1 2AT   01743 358516 

talk by Gareth Glover  www.shropshireregimentalmuseum.co.uk 

  

23 May  Windsor Castle Waterloo Conference in the Vicars Hall. 

1030-1830  £120/£108  http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/conference-waterloo-1815- 

the-british-monarchy-and-the-defeat-of-napoleon   020 7766 7323 

  

26-29 May  Firepower, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich SE18 6ST  

1100-1600  Waterloo Week  www.firepower.org.uk     020 8855 7755 

  

27 May  University of Nottingham   www.nottingham.ac.uk  0115 951 5151 

talk by Gareth Glover   phone for details. 

  

29 May  Norman Cross Art Gallery, Peterborough PE3 8EJ 

Friends AGM and talk by Paul Chamberlain 'Battle of Waterloo' 

n.nichols2@tiscali.co.uk    01733 269887 

  

29-31 May  Hay-on-Wye Literary Festival,  www.hayfestival.org  01497 822629 

box office Drill Hall, 25 Lion St, Hay 0n Wye  HR3 5AD 

including talks by Andrew Roberts and Dan and Peter Snow. 

  

30 May - 06 June  Friends of Lancashire infantry museum, Fulwood Barracks, 

Preston  PR2 8AA     01772 260584   [membership £10 per annum] 

Tour to Waterloo      enquiries@lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk 

 

If anyone knows of interesting events which they want to bring to members‟ attention, please send me the 
details and I will publish them in the Adjutant, under “other events”. 

mailto:festivals@charleston.org.uk
http://www.charleston.org.uk/
mailto:paulbrunyee@btinternet.com
http://www.bexhillhanoveriankgl.co.uk/
mailto:admin@hayfestival.org
http://www.shropshireregimentalmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/event/conference-waterloo-1815
http://www.firepower.org.uk/
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/
mailto:n.nichols2@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.hayfestival.org/
mailto:enquiries@lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk
mailto:lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk@durham.gov.uk
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The Duchess of Richmond’s Ball 

31st January 2015 

Here are some of the thousand or so 

pictures taken by Alan Balding at this 

wonderful evening.  

Sentries outsideThe Athenaeum,  

Bury St Edmunds 

Top: Ariving at the ball 

Centre L: The Duke arrives.  

Centre R: The General apologises for his lateness 

Bottom L to R: Cpl Richardon on sentry duty; The Duke opens the 

ball with the Duchess of Richmond; One of the Sugarcraft Table 

decorations; Gossip behind the fans 



14 

The Duchess of Richmond's Ball 

 

Brussels, June 1815.  There were many entertainments held in that city in those weeks, and there was 
probably a ball most nights for those who cared to attend; it just so happened that the Duchess of Rich-
mond managed to squeeze hers in on Thursday the 15th June.  She, like her neighbours, vied with each 
other to provide the best or most unusual entertainment, and in her case she managed to secure some sol-
diers from the 42nd Highlanders and 92nd Foot to dance highland reels to their own pipe music.  Unfortu-
nately for the Duchess, that was the night that reports came in that the French had taken Charleroi and the 
Allies were concentrating on Quatre Bras.  So her ball went down in history, the only one to be remem-

bered. 

 

Not surprisingly, then, in this year of Waterloo 200, everyone wants to have a Duchess of Richmond's Ball.  
Thanks to some cunning forward planning, the Napoleonic Association, in Wellington's words, stole a 
march on everyone else by hosting the first  Duchess of Richmond's Ball of 2015.  James Deering pro-
posed the splendid venue of the Athenaeum in Bury St. Edmunds, and Kate Davis used her dance contacts 
to find a band and callers.  The scene was set for a truly splendid evening.  Her Grace the Duchess of Rich-
mond (aka Lisa Stanhope) graciously received His Grace the Duke of Wellington (aka Alan Larsen), the 
officers looked splendid and the ladies charming.  The tables were beautifully decorated with little temples 
containing busts of Wellington, all carefully made by Toni Monks.  I was 'volunteered' to check guests in, 
and it was a delight to welcome many dancing friends, quite a few of whom were NA members, to provide a 
backbone of expertise in the ballroom.  Paul Richardson (2nd Queens Royal), Cliff Beaumont (43rd), and 
Robert Veal and Matt Edson (44th) kindly offered to stand sentry before tucking in to their well deserved 

supper. 

 

Of course, we had to throw in a bit of drama of our own.  Ed Parker duly burst into the ballroom in a realisti-
cally-wet cloak (it was snowing outside) and produced a dispatch.  “Humbugged!” cried the Duke, and bent 
over a map (in reality his script, but only those close to him noticed) while some of the ladies gave theatrical 
gasps.  But the gentlemen were ordered to return to their duties – i.e. their dance partners – and the ball 
went on.  The callers were amazed at the skill and enthusiasm of everyone who danced – and there were 
few who didn't - and the band were brilliant.  Thanks are due to everyone, especially Kate, who made this 

such a memorable evening. 

 

Heather Constance 

2nd (Queens Royal) Regiment 

Clockwise: 

Mr Ian Cutts 

Allemande turn in “Trip to Dunkirk” 

Hands across in “Lord Wellington” 
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The despatch arrives in the ballroom 

And is delivered 

Officers, fulfil your engagements 

View from the balcony 

The opening Dance 

Rifleman & Mrs Sturch 
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At the Annual General Meeting of the Napoleonic Association, 

on 31st January 2015,  

the following members were returned as your committee  

for the forthcoming year; 

 

Chairman   Martyn Monks 

Treasurer   Jerry Sperring 

Secretary   Helen Dawson 

Safety Officer  Rick Peacock 

Events Officer  Tony Wilks 

Media Officer  Hugh Martyr 

Admin Officer  Adrian Lobb 

www.napoleonicassociation.org 


