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Editor’s Page 

Hello everyone, 

Well this is better late than never, I hope.  

Apologies for not getting an Adjutant to press earlier as promised, but re-

enactments and other events simply got in the way.  So this is by way of a bumper 

edition to make up for it. 

Since the last edition, in the spring, we have been to Hole Park, Cuidad Rodrigo 

or Waterloo, Chalke Valley and also the Battle Proms.  

I have received several reports relating to these events, and of particular interest is 

a very long article from Duncan  giving both the French and Allied perspective on 

the outcome of Waterloo 

In this issue you will also find another amusing article from our very own on the 

spot reporter, the Gentleman from the Times, whose observations on the action at 

Hole Park make entertaining reading.  

I hope that you enjoyed your summer as well as I did. I was at Cuidad Rodrigo 

and despite the searing heat  with temperatures in excess of 40 degrees, didn’t we 

all have a wonderful time? Adrian and I travelled there via Lisbon and stopped to visit some other sites en route. 

The cover photo shows the famous bridge over the River Coa which was defended so fiercely in 1811. You will, 

I hope, enjoy reading all the detailed dispatches  relating to that  exciting event. One reason why this issue is so 

late is that I have been waiting for all the reports and dispatches to come in over what has been a very busy 

summer. 

Of interest to all members  is the news that our website has been given a major overhaul and is now up and 

running in its new easy to understand format, thanks to Adam Paylor and Laura Short. There is  a link here   

https://adpaylor.wixsite.com/napoleonicasso 

The website has a box for you to sign up and receive notifications and also to receive the Adjutant  as well. Great 

work Adam and Laura. 

Following the success of this year’s Winter Party in Devizes,  the party for 2018 is being organised by Toni 

Monks and there is a booking form on page 32 of this issue. It is also on the NA members Facebook page. 

Don’t delay your booking, tickets are already on sale and once they’re gone, they’re gone. 

Kate Lobb 
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Chairman’s Report 

As we now approach the end of the re-enactment season it is nice to look back at our events. Ickworth, where the 

size of the crowd surprised us all. Hole Park, where it was the thunder and lightning that surprised us and then 

onto Chalke Valley. One disappointing element of Chalke Valley was the low attendance and it is a credit to those 

who did attend that the Association was able to satisfy the Sponsors requirements. 

I think I should take some time to explain how we operate the events budget for each season. When I first 

joined the Association, each event had to make a profit which sometimes restricted the Association’s ability to 

provide good quality events for members. We have moved on since then and now we look at all our sources of 

income from sponsors and the Battle Proms and our Treasurer sets a re-enactment budget for the year. This 

gives the Association the flexibility to provide powder and other services at events such as Ickworth and Hole 

Park whilst providing some funding to pump prime the following years events. This being so it is vital that there is 

a good turnout of members for all events and specifically those events, such as Chalke Valley, where we are being 

paid by a sponsor. The corollary is very simple; if the Association does not fulfil the sponsor’s requirements we 

will probably have to agree a reduced fee and as a result will have less money to spend on events such as 

Ickworth. Low attendance also has a further effect in that if the NA is seen as being unreliable, sponsors will be 

reluctant to book the Association for events. Again, this will affect the Association’s ability to provide a full and 

varied event programme. 

I would therefore ask you to carefully consider the effect of not attending events. I understand that there are 

times for either domestic or work reasons that members may not be able to attend. However please think 

carefully before deciding not to attend events. 

At Hole Park you will have noticed or at least heard the Association’s new PA system. The old one expired at 

Ickworth and the Executive Committee took the decision to buy a new and more capable system to improve our 

presentation at events. The replacement programme has been very much driven by Jerry Sperring and he spent 

many hours soldering the various plugs to join the system together. So, I would like to thank him on your behalf 

for all his work on commissioning the PA system. 

Earlier this year the software that Association’s website was carried on became unsupportable and therefore 

impossible to easily update. The decision was made to replace the website using a different software. The change 

over to the new website was to take place when the contract with our website provider expired so we did not 

incur additional charges. I am happy to report that the change over to the new website has taken place with 

details of the new website being announced on the Association’s Facebook page.  

The new software will allow us to bring in many of the changes we were unable  

to introduce on the old website. For example a page is being constructed that  

will list the units affiliated to the NA along with contact details for the units.  

This work has been undertaken by Laura Short and Adam Paylor. I would like to  

thank them for all their work on creating the new website and ensuring the  

smooth transfer from the old website to the new. 

Please enjoy the rest of the season and most importantly do so safely.  

 Photo © Alan Balding 
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A response to Brigade Commanders at the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo and the affair at Fuentes De Onoro   

Gentleman 

I am in receipt of the despatch sent to me by Colonel Yuill 
concerning the gallant actions of your Brigades in the 
successful storming of the ramparts protecting the town of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, which in turn led to the fall of the Town 
into British Hands and the no less important, the action 
some months earlier, to eject the enemy’s forces from the 
strategically placed village of Fuentes de Onoro. 

 

As you know I had the honour to command his majesty’s 
forces and those of our Portuguese allies at both of these 
actions and I personally witnessed the gallantry and sacrifice of our troops in both 
of these extremely bloody affairs. I weep at our losses, but I also note the many 
names mentioned in despatches, these will be forwarded to Horseguards along with 
your Dispatch. 

 

Please do not over concern yourselves regarding the subsequent behaviour of our 
troops once entry to the town had been gained. I know that you and your officers 
did as much as possible to urge restraint. There was much bad feeling by our troops 
against many in the Town this will have fuelled such behaviour. Let us hope it does 
not subsequently occur again. I will expect you to discourage any such repeat of 
these unfortunate activities which will be severely punished. 

 

In conclusion I thank you all for your continued strength in the face of  
determined opposition- but they are weakening. We will continue to harass them at 
every opportunity, soon we will eject them from these lands. 

 

God save the King 

 

Major General Sir Edwin Parker 

General Officer Commanding 

Ciudad Rodrigo  

On behalf of his Grace Lord Wellington 

 

Editors note: 

The despatches referred to are those to be found on pages 15 - 23 in this issue. 
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The Chalke Valley History Festival  

Not really a re-enactment, more a supporting act at a vast book-fair 

Probably one of the more unusual events we have attended this year – albeit an important one for the NA, for 

with the cancellation of Fishguard, it was the main fundraising event of the year. 

 

Arriving on site on Friday, we were greeted by the sight of one of the most attractive sites we have ever camped 

in - a valley, hewn out of the South Downs by glacier activity centuries ago, densely wooded on one side, raising to 

an open crest on the other. At one end was our battle field and demonstration area, at the other the mass tents 

and giant marquees of the Festival. Many of them used as the huge presentation theatres for an on-going 

programme of lectures, book launches and presentation by historians, celebrities and authors. A programme that 

continued from 10.00 in the morning until 10.00 at night. The good news was that the food vendors and the bar 

remained open for the same hours. 

 

We were very much part of the supporting cast. But nonetheless we found a knowledgeable and interested public 

who showed enormous appreciation for everything we did.  On both days the artillery and the cavalry went 

through their drill and the accompanying commentaries were greatly appreciated for their educational and 

entertaining content. 

 

A skirmish each day, preceded by a “pied-piper” march through the event’s grounds to drum-up public support, 

Saturday, pitched the British contingent against a French army looking strangely unusual in its composition, The 

Coalition Brigade joined forces with the few French in attendance to create a not in formidable opposition. All of 

the artillery from both sides combined to form the backbone of the French. Strategically placed in 3 batteries, 

their combined firepower and the reply by the British rockets were hugely appreciated by an enthusiastic 

audience. A simple battle plan unfolded, with the British moving up the steep incline and taking out the batteries 

one at a time. Perhaps they should have taken a few more casualties than actually occurred and maybe attacking 3 

batteries head on was a might ambitious, but at an entertainment level it seemed to be well liked. 

 

Sunday dawned warm and sunny and the temperature rose quickly as little breeze was able to penetrate our valley 

camp. In the morning the artillery and cavalry once again did their stuff and the afternoon skirmish, preceded by 

our little crowd gathering parade, was of a very different scenario, with the artillery evened up on both sides. No 

more climbing up and down those hills as the scene was shifted parallel, and a lot closer to the audience.  A more 

conventional battle unfolded. An opening cavalry skirmish was followed by a good blast by both artillery batteries. 

The British showing their mobility as their advance kept pace with the infantry, a deluge of rockets added to the 

decisive attack, overwhelming the opposition. 

 

After such an enjoyable and interesting weekend, it is a shame that the final act led to such stress and angst. All 

weekend we had been mindful of the organiser’s preoccupation with safety in relation to the paying public. All of 

which is quite understandable, however, the planning of the site and parking arrangements created chaos for a 

group of re-enactors trying to get home after a satisfactory weekend.  Although we finished at 4.30 it was 

around 7.30pm before most of us got away. 

I do not make a habit of dwelling on any negativity when reporting an event, as this can take away any positive 

feelings we come away with. Don’t get me wrong, it was a great event and thoroughly enjoyable, but  I cannot help 

reflecting the views of many who felt that rarely have we been treated with such discourtesy and 

thoughtlessness by an event management company. I perhaps was one of the luckier ones, I had no small children 

in tow and I was not going to work on Monday morning, arriving home, as I did, at 10.00 was small fry; some of my 

colleagues did not make it until 1.30 in the morning. 

 

It was a great and really interesting event with a terrific camp site, but the memory of our departure left a bit 

of a sour taste.  Members of the NA, we certainly earnt the money on this one. 

END. 
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Chalke Valley Literary Festival 

30/6/17 to 2/7/17 

Near Salisbury 

A small selection of the photos taken 

by William Bickers Jones  

(3rd Foot Guards) 

Top: Russio-Prussian Artillery in camp 

Middle: The army under Gen. Parker marches  

off to battle. 

Top: A new recruit in the 32nd ? 

Below: RHA Gun team. 

Bottom Right: RHA Rocket Troop 
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Above: Sir, the  enemy is approaching 

 

Right: Relaxing in camp.  

Top: Cavalry on parade 

 

Right: Centre Company on the field 
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 From the Coalition Brigade 

 

Richard is still being held in the car park at Chalke Valley – in his 

absence Coalition Brigade Staff Officer, Max Prestwood, has been kind 

enough to step into the breach with a report on the Coalition Brigade’s 

most recent jaunt across the Channel … 

 

Whenever we can the Coalition tries to take part in re-enactments of 

battles in the region where our units were originally deployed which 

gives us a wide area right across northern Europe north of Paris. Every 

time we have done an event in Holland, Belgium, Germany or France we 

have learned a great deal about how the events affected the locals and the wider community across 

Europe. 

 

May 12th - 14th saw the Russo-Prussian Artillery at the three day Historisch Festival in Almelo in the 

Netherlands which attracted thirty thousand spectators to the battles and living history camp. As 

usual the events across the water attract a great deal of interest from a very knowledgeable public. 

About 700 re-enactors came to the event from countries all over Europe. Odd then that a group of 

Russians from England turn up with two cannon, but we were made very welcome, there are always many 

other people that you know as they are inevitably the same ones that travel to any promising battle re-

enactment however far the journey is. Organisation of the camp and the battles was spot on. Events on 

Friday and Saturday morning built up to the 1st battle on Saturday which saw us deployed in an Allied 

battery on raised ground firing over the top of the battle. As the battle progressed the whole battery 

was redeployed on the flank of the infantry engagements, so almost continuous artillery fire for the 

whole battle. Sunday saw another great battle from the opposite side of the field with plenty of 

action, movement, attacks and counter-attacks resulting in one of our guns being taken and reclaimed 

with the help of the infantry. 

 

The bivouac was located about 10 minutes’ walk from the town centre on good level ground with good 

access for the public. This was the third time that the Slag om Ruigenrode has been organised and it is 

immensely popular. If we get the chance we’ll do this one again. 

 

Yours etc 

Max Prestwood 

 

For the Coalition Brigade  

 

Editors note:  

Please see Gen. Parker’s 
report on Chalke Valley 
with reference to the 
first paragraph.... 
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From the French Brigade 
 

Whilst many allied troops went off to fight in Ciudad Rodrigo others went off 

towards Waterloo to defend the gates of Hougoumont. However, just before 

either of these events took place a reasonable number of French troops trav-

elled to Northern Italy to take part in the battle of Marengo. The logistics of 

arranging overnight stops, transportation and a final group meeting place made 

me appreciate just how complex the staff work must have been during the Revo-

lutionary and Napoleonic periods, especially without good roads, service stations 

and mobile phones. You really do have to admire the courage, fortitude and re-

silience of all those involved. Marengo is a place close to the hearts of many 

Bonapartists. It is really where his star shone through and with plenty of luck on 

his side and some self-promotion, catapulted him into the stratosphere of fame. 

Our hosts for the event were the excellent 59eme demi-brigade and special thanks go to Gina, Berni and Carlo 

for making it such a successful event. We first met these friends during 2002 in Malta (revisiting in 2018) and 

our paths have crossed upon the battlefields of Europe ever since. This was the first time that we have been to 

their home venue. Meeting new people, building good friendships and long-lasting relationships is an aspect of re-

enacting that is often underplayed, however, it brings many rewards. 

In the last edition of The Adjutant I wrote an article about ‘why the on-going fascination with Napoleon?’ Quite a 

few people commented on the article. Some positive, some less so depending upon whether you wear a red, green 

or blue coat. I thought it would be a good idea to expand upon that article and look at how views are distorted to 

match the victor’s perceptions or political needs. 

Much of recorded history can be viewed as biased, inept, and possibly even fraudulent. Whereas politicians have 

an almost universally bad press today, things were little different during Napoleon’s time. The phrase to ‘lie like a 

Bulletin’ shows what people thought of the disinformation that was disseminated. Much of what has come down to 

us over the years is by the bias or perspective of the writers. Waterloo is a classic example. The victors have 

written the history and the vanquished, as usually happens in defeat, have blamed each other. The following, 

which draws from an article first published by Douglas Allan, sheds light upon myths surrounding Waterloo. It is 

assumed that the NA readership are already familiar with the battle. 

The English-language (i.e. British) Battle of Waterloo 

Most of what we read in the UK about Waterloo is of course, taken from British sources. Not unreasonably, most 

of them focus on the glorious actions of the British led Allied Army, while downplaying the critical role of the 

Prussians. Then there are the Napoleon fantasists, who blame everyone else. There are Napoleon critics, who con-

centrate on this or that late or lost order, as if they knew every aide de camp whom Napoleon sent to Ney, 

Grouchy and the other commanders. The truth can be most elusive. Contrast what is commonly accepted among 

casual readers of the battle of Waterloo, and what happened. 

In most English language accounts, Napoleon, commanding about 84,000 Frenchmen, was beaten by the Duke of 

Wellington, with an Anglo/Allied force of approximately 78,000. This allows us to consider it a fairly even battle, 

with an edge in numbers to the French. However, to reach those numbers and to make Napoleon and Wellington 

look evenly matched, Wellington’s right flank covering of about 17,000 men under Prince Frederick has to be to-

tally omitted. Admittedly they were ten miles west of the action covering the route back to the ports and provid-

ing a vital safety valve. As with Gen. Sir John Moore in Portugal a few years earlier the path to the Navy had to 

be protected. 

But even if one includes only those combatants in action at the Waterloo battlefield, one must count them all, not 

just the ones under Wellington. There is the small matter of the Prussian army, which contrary to many accounts, 

was in heavy combat at Waterloo for most of the battle. The actual numbers involved in the area amount to about 

140,00 allied troops against Napoleon with about 72,000 (allowing for the casualties at Wavre). So Blucher and 

Wellington, with about 140,000 allied troops, beat Napoleon, commanding about 72,000 Frenchmen. The Prussians 

alone had far more men engaged in the battle, and suffered more casualties than Wellington’s British army. 

The English-language Waterloo Deciding Moment 

The Old Guard advances in a last-ditch attempt to destroy the indomitable British lines as the Prussians link up 

with Wellington’s left, they are stopped by crack English Guards regiments, and routed. Wellington waves his hat 

in the air, the British advance, and the French are beaten. The Reality: The Old Guard did not form the advance; 

it was part of the Middle Guard (see Ney’s letter to the French Senate during the aftermath; Ney personally led 



10 

the attack). The Old Guard covered the retreat. 

Then There Is the Small Matter of the Prussians. Von Bulow had evaded Grouchy’s blocking force and showed up 

at Plancenoit with 30,000 troops at around 4:30. By 6:00, the Prussian artillery was engaged, and by 6:45, eight 

battalions of the Young Guard had been pulled from Napoleon’s reserve to support Count Lobau’s outnumbered 

10,000 man defending force. The fighting was house to house, and the French were more than tenacious, but Von 

Bulow had more men available to commit. By 7:15, Napoleon was forced to dispatch two Old Guard battalions to 

Plancenoit. This delayed the final French attack against Wellington’s center, as the Prussians were barely pre-

vented from enveloping Lobau’s right flank at that point. 

Finally, as the situation at Plancenoit seemed to stabilise, five Guard battalions (incorporating the remnants of 

two others) were regrouped for one last attempt to break through the British/Allied lines. Two more Prussian 

corps under von Ziethen and then Pirch arrived, and attacked the flank of the advancing French. The Guard 

marched uphill against Wellington’s Guards, the British 52nd, and the Nassauers, while the Old Guard battalions 

and D’Erlon’s remaining force simultaneously fought off the Prussians to their right. In short, the sheer number 

of British, Nassau and Prussian forces overwhelmed the French, while von Bulow’s corps finally got in the rear of 

the French at Plancenoit. 

Why the French Lost – The Commonly Accepted View 

Napoleon was well past his prime, fat, suffering from piles, and lethargic. His orders were belated, and he dele-

gated command of the left wing, most of his army, to the brave but stupid, hot-headed, and incredibly inept Mar-

shal Ney. Ney made mistakes any subaltern would never have made, and should never have been given command in 

the first place. His incompetence was matched only by the slow-moving bumbler Marshal Grouchy. Napoleon sorely 

missed the legendary Marshal Berthier as chief of staff, and Marshal Soult was a very poor substitute. Given the 

generals available, Marshal Davout should have been given Ney’s job, rather than wasting him in Paris. 

During the battle, Jerome should not have continued the attack on Hougoumont. Napoleon had in Wellington’s 

words, become ‘only a pounder after all’ and had foolishly attacked the center of the Allied line. Then Ney blun-

dered forth against La Haie Sainte, was ineffectual and then committed the inconceivable act of sending forward 

the entire unsupported French cavalry against British squares, which were in Soult’s opinion, ‘invincible’. 

The miserably ill Napoleon foolishly held back the Guard until the end, and then Ney led the Guard the wrong way 

up the hill. 

Why the French Lost – the Reality 

First, some observations about the fat, past his prime Napoleon and the motley band of incompetents who lost 

the battle. 

Napoleon Bonaparte: The greatest general in history. He had just won a phenomenal battle at Ligny two days be-

fore, after one of the greatest blitzkriegs ever mounted. During his lightning advance, he had managed to sepa-

rate two major armies who knew he was coming, and inflict simultaneous defeats on them both. The victory would 

have been decisive if Napoleon hadn’t pulled d’Erlon’s corps from Ney in the middle of the battle, had Ney not 

called it back, and Napoleon called it back again. Both men wanted to win their respective brawls, and even with 

the total loss of d’Erlon’s corps that day, both did. At Waterloo, Napoleon may have been ill with piles, but he was 

very much in command. 

Ney: I’ve read ‘historians’ who have said he wasn’t fit to command a company, much less an army. The truth: his 

rise had been one of the most meteoric in the French army. Ney was consistently lauded by his superiors for his 

intelligence. General Lemarche’s observation of Ney in 1792 was typical. ‘…intelligence, intrepidity, activity and 

courage…even in the midst of danger he has displayed a discernment and a tactical insight that is seldom found.’ 

At Waterloo, Ney had 23 more years of experience, was the most legendary leader in the French army (excepting 

Napoleon), had fought in over 40 campaigns and battles, about 100 actions, and been directly responsible for 

some of the toughest victories in history, including the brutal win at Borodino, commanding 3rd Corps. Ney was 

renowned for coolness under fire. 

The supposedly ‘hot-headed’ Ney had moved cautiously toward Quatre Bras. That was initially because his scouts 

had determined that there was only a skeleton force of 3,000 defenders, which would withdraw at the approach 

of the French. Napoleon’s first order of the day was sent from Charleroi around 8 a.m. by General Flauhaut and 

received by Ney between 10:30 and 11:00. After discussing his own position, intending to arrive at Gembloux, the 

Emperor ordered the following: 

“There, according to circumstances, I shall decide on my course, perhaps at three in the afternoon, perhaps this 

evening. My intention is that, immediately after I have made up my mind, you will be ready to march on Brussels: I 

will support you with the Guard which will be at Fleurus or Sombreffe, and I shall expect you to arrive at Brussels 

tomorrow morning. You will march this evening if I make up my mind early enough for you to be informed of it to-

 

 



11 

tomorrow morning. You will march this evening if I make up my mind early enough for you to be informed of it to-

day, and to accomplish three or four leagues this evening, and to be at Brussels at seven o’clock tomorrow morn-

ing. 

You should dispose your troops in the following manner: the first division at two leagues in advance of Quatre 

Bras, if there is no hindrance; six divisions about Quatre Bras, and one division at Marbais…’ 

So, all the nonsense about Ney not having attacked Quatre Bras early in the morning is just that; he only received 

his orders late in the morning. Far from being able to ‘move’ (i.e. uncontested) a division north of Quatre Bras, 

Ney ran into a serious blocking force at Quatre Bras that only increased as the battle wore on. 

The Emperor had hardly been indecisive, knowing when and where to strike is as important as the strike itself. 

Blucher had been expected to retreat; instead he had offered battle. Wellington also was not withdrawing; he 

intended to fight, and Ney shortly found himself outnumbered. Ney’s generalship was prudent under the circum-

stances, and given the loss of d’Erlon’s corps, successful. Though Ney pulled his outnumbered force back toward 

the end of the battle, Wellington retreated the next day. 

Napoleon (and others since) later faulted Ney for not having beaten the Anglo/Allied army earlier, and turned his 

corps to support Napoleon at Ligny, allowing the Prussians to escape. That’s not even remotely fair. At the climax 

of the battle of Quatre Bras, an entire corps, half of his force, was pulled from Ney by Napoleon, at which Ney 

did justifiably go ballistic. Who wouldn’t have? So, Ney goes down in history as too timid and hot-headed at the 

same time. 

Grouchy:  One of the very finest of the French generals, and a brilliant cavalry commander. He had been instru-

mental in winning the Battle of Hohenlinden, the victory at Ligny, and had until Waterloo, an exceptional war re-

cord. In the weeks following Waterloo, Grouchy conducted one of the great defensive campaigns of the Napole-

onic wars against overwhelming odds. Though a cavalry general by background, he commanded a corps of mostly 

infantry very successfully. 

Soult:  Another of Napoleon’s best generals. Berthier’s expertise had been in organisation and logistics. Never-

theless, the Waterloo campaign was exceptionally well run, particularly for a new chief of staff. In fact, the cam-

paign was nearly won at Quatre Bras and Ligny. The French campaign had been remarkable, and had Grouchy’s 

block of the Prussians succeeded, all the historians would have called Waterloo Napoleon’s most brilliant victory. 

Soult had done a demonstrably excellent job on short notice as chief of staff. 

Davout:  Undoubtedly a world class general, Davout was left to hold Paris, which Napoleon considered a hotbed of 

intrigue. Given that Austrian and Russian armies were on their way, Davout was by far the best man to keep Paris 

stable; he was renowned for his iron-clad style and reliability. 

Observations on Waterloo 

The ground was soaked from a terrible rainstorm the prior night, delaying the artillery barrage for several hours. 

This was a prudent move by Napoleon, who assumed that Grouchy had blocked the Prussians. Waiting for the 

ground to dry would increase the effectiveness of Napoleon’s artillery. 

Some historians talk about the ‘mistake’ made by Prince Jerome in trying to take Hougoumont, when it should 

have been a feint. This is preposterous. You have only to look at the battlefield to see the key position of 

Hougoumont. Jerome’s mistake was not in attacking with tenacity, but in neglecting to use massive artillery first. 

Napoleon of course, rectified the mistake. Wellington declared after the battle, that Hougoumont had been the 

key. In my own view, it was only one of several, and not the most important of them. 

I should like to put to rest once and for all the foolish conclusion, repeatedly stated in British history books, that 

Napoleon’s battle plan was uncharacteristically incompetent. Specifically, critics claim he mounted a ‘frontal’ at-

tack on the entrenched British, rather than attacking the British right, and had proven to be as Wellington jibed 

‘just a pounder after all’. The facts speak otherwise. Here’s what Napoleon said on St. Helena about the battle-

plan. Although Napoleon was known to lie, in this case, he had no agenda other than to explain why he acted as he 

did. As you’ll see, it makes perfect sense. 

“I had preferred to turn the enemy’s left, rather than his right, first, in order to cut it off from the Prussians 

who were at Wavre, and to oppose their joining up again, if they had intended doing so; and even if they had not 

intended doing so, if the attack had been made on the right, the English army, on being repulsed, would have 

fallen back on to the Prussian army; whereas, if made on the left, it would be separated therefore and thrown 

back in the direction of the sea; secondly, because the left appeared to be much weaker and finally, because I 

was expecting every moment the arrival of a detachment from Marshal Grouchy on my right, and did not want to 

run the risk of finding myself separated from it.” 

This strategy was not only sound, it was the only intelligent plan, and would have succeeded but for the untimely 

(from the French point of view) arrival of von Bulow and his 30,000 fresh 3rd Prussian corps. 

Grouchy had cornered the Prussians at Wavre. He sent a messenger to Napoleon the night before Waterloo,  
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telling the Emperor that he wanted to feed his men, so they’d be fresh in the morning to take on what was still a 

considerably larger Prussian force. (This decision has been bitterly criticised; in my opinion, it was the right one. 

It’s the duty of a commander to know the state of his troops before a battle). The crucial mistake came next. 

The Mistake That Cost the Battle 

Grouchy had only caught up to the Prussians at nightfall. The next morning he got a late start, because he knew 

his force was inferior numerically to that of his quarry, and he intended to attack them. Hearing the artillery 

cannonade at Waterloo though, he determined to march to the sound of the guns. Napoleon tells the rest: 

“The marshal appeared to be convinced, but at this moment he received the report that his light cavalry had ar-

rived at Wavre and was at grips with the Prussians, that all their units were assembled there; and that they 

amounted to at least 80,000 men…. Believing that he had in front of him the whole Prussian army, he took two 

hours to take up battle stations and make his dispositions.” 

Believing that the Prussians were retreating (i.e. eastward), Grouchy had let three of the four Prussian corps get 

between his single corps and Waterloo. This was obviously an intelligence failure on the part of Grouchy’s light 

cavalry. Battle decisions are only as good as the intelligence driving them. 

He didn’t know the Prussians had stopped their retreat, and were themselves headed to the sound of the guns. 

Given what he knew, i.e. that his orders were to block and/or drive back the Prussians while Napoleon and Ney 

licked the Allies, his decision not to march toward Waterloo was correct. The failure was that of the intelligence 

with which he was provided, and resulted in his subsequent failure to turn his corps leftward to hit von Blucher’s 

Prussian corps on the march in the flank. He couldn’t have stopped von Bulow; he might have stopped von Zeiten; 

he does of course, bear the responsibility for stopping no corps at all. 

As a result of the error, von Bulow showed up on Napoleon’s right/rear flank at Plancenoit around 4 p.m. After 

bitter fighting, the Prussians had broken through, forcing Napoleon to commit several battalions of the Young 

Guard, then two of the Old Guard, and to deny fresh reserve infantry to Ney, when Ney needed it most. This was 

not a mistake, it was a necessity; it was however, why Ney’s desperate cavalry attacks failed. 

And Some Common Misperceptions 

Now to clear up several often repeated errors at once; the first that Napoleon was lethargic, the second that 

Marshal Ney foolishly ordered the cavalry charges, and the third that they were an incredibly incompetent mis-

take. Let’s listen to an eyewitness who was aware of the facts. Let me quote the Emperor Napoleon: 

“It was two hours since Count d’Erlon had got possession of La Haie, had out-flanked the whole English left and 

General Bulow’s right…. Count Milhaud thereupon crossed the height with his cuirassiers and warned General Le-

febvre-Desnouettes, who started at once at the trot to back him up. 

“It was five o’clock, the moment when General Bulow’s attack was at its height when, far from being held, he kept 

on throwing in new troops, which formed his line to the right. The English cavalry was repulsed by the bold sol-

diers and chasseurs of the Guard. The English abandoned all the battlefield between La Haie-Sainte and Mont-

Saint-Jean… At the sight of these charges, shouts of victory were heard on the battlefield. I said ‘It is an hour 

too soon; nevertheless what has been done must be followed up. 

I gave an order to Kellermann’s cuirassier, who were still in position to go at full trot to support the cavalry on 

the plateau. General Bulow was at this moment threatening the flank and rear of the army; it was important not 

to fall back at any point, and to hold the present position, which had been taken, although it was premature. This 

move at full trot by 3,000 warriors who passed by with shouts of ‘Vive l’Empereur’, and under the eye of the Prus-

sians, created a fortunate diversion at this critical moment. The cavalry were marching on as if to pursue the 

English army… 

“However, the heavy cavalry division of the Guard, under the orders of Gen. Guyot, who was in the second line be-

hind Kellerman’s cuirassiers, followed at full trot and proceeded to the plateau. I noticed this, and sent to recall 

it, it was my reserve…it was already committed and any movement of withdrawal would have been disastrous. 

“However, these 12,000 picked cavalrymen performed miracles; they overwhelmed all the more numerous enemy 

cavalry which sought to oppose them, drove in several infantry squares, broke them up, seized 60 pieces of artil-

lery, and in the middle of the squares, captured ten standards, which three Chasseurs of the Guard and three 

cuirassiers presented to me in front of La Belle Alliance (most likely company fanions – ed) 

Not being backed up by a strong mass of infantry, which was still contained by General Bulow’s attack, this gallant 

cavalry had to confide itself to holding the battlefield which it had conquered.” 

Napoleon makes it clear that he was in full command during the battle.  He, not Ney, had ordered the 

“unsupported” cavalry attack, not because he’d lost his mind, but because the infantry reserves had their hands 

full with the threat to his rear by von Bulow. Unfortunately, the entire cavalry had gone forward, most without 
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orders, and to be fair to Guyot, we don’t know why. 

Then there’s Napoleon’s oft-quoted criticism of Ney, reportedly said to Soult as the French heavies failed to end 

the battle – “Ney has betrayed us as he did at Jena“. If he said it, and that’s doubtful, as Soult is the source of 

the quote– that was obviously a remark made in anger and frustration in the heat of battle. Ney’s aggressive at-

tacks, and the almost invariably victorious results, were legendary. The “traitor” was in the middle of having 5 

horses shot from under him; the last on the personal order of the Emperor himself, as Ney led the Middle Guard 

up the hill. 

And now, the coup de grace. Again, Napoleon tells the story. 

“If Marshal Grouchy, as he had written at two in the morning from his camp at Gembloux, had taken up arms at 

first light, that is to say at 4am, he would not have arrived at Wavre in time to intercept General Bulow’s detach-

ment; but he would have stopped Marshal Blucher’s three other corps; and victory would still have been certain. 

But Marshal Grouchy only arrived in front of Wavre at half past four and did not attack until six o’clock; it was no 

longer the time for it! 

“The French army, which at 7pm. had gained a victory over an army of 120,000 men, held half the Anglo-Dutch 

battlefield, and had repulsed General Bulow’s corps, saw victory snatched from it by the arrival of General Blu-

cher with 30,000 fresh troops, a reinforcement which brought the allied army in the line up to nearly 150,000 

men, that is two and a half to one.” 

Napoleon and his generals had been sure the battle was won; Napoleon describes the excellence of the French 

disposition. 

“They were only waiting for the arrival of the infantry of the Guard to decide the victory; but they were stag-

gered when they perceived the arrival of the numerous columns of Marshal Blucher. 

The sun had gone down, nevertheless, “the enemy…would be completely broken, as soon as the rest of the Guard 

debouched. A quarter of an hour was needed! 

“It was at this moment that Marshal Blucher arrived at La Haie and overthrew the French unit defending it… the 

enemy cavalry swept over the battlefield…it was necessary to give orders to the Guard, which was formed up to 

go forward, to change direction. This move was carried out in good order; the Guard faced about (to handle the 

onslaught from two sides) immediately afterwards, each battalion formed itself into a square. The four squadrons 

detailed for action charged the Prussians. At this moment the English cavalry brigade, which arrived from Ohain, 

marched forward. These 2,000 horsemen got in between General Reille and the Guard. 

This account, which is more or less verified by the Prussian accounts, is rather different than that of the British 

accounts, which form the basis for most Anglo history books. These focus on Wellington’s, “Now Maitland, now’s 

your time” command; the withering fire of concealed British troops, Wellington waving his hat, etc. All of this is 

true, but the critical role of the Nassauers in slowing the Guard’s advance is usually totally omitted or down-

played, not to mention the decisive Prussian attacks on Plancenoit, on D’Erlon and on the Guard itself. 

Then there’s the criticism of Ney swerving the Guard left, which causes incredulity among modern-day armchair 

generals. Ney, one of the great tactical commanders in all of history, had no choice given the Prussian onslaught 

on his right flank, which is barely referenced in English accounts, rather along the lines of “Some Prussian fellows 

did arrive – albeit belatedly”. Furthermore, moving from the expected line of attack (and away from the Prus-

sians) was probably his only chance. All one has to do is look at any map of the battlefield taking into account Zei-

then’s corps to get an idea of why Ney advanced as he did. Advancing directly through and then behind la Haie 

Sainte would have been extraordinarily difficult. 

Two of the greatest commanders in all of history faced each other, and the faithfulness of a third made the dif-

ference. Wellington, master of defence, was in an entrenched position that he had chosen, and counted on the 

arrival of Blucher. Napoleon had considered the Prussians under control by Grouchy, and had von Bulow and von 

Zeithen not arrived in Napoleon’s flank, the French would undoubtedly have won, and we’d be reading about Napo-

leon’s finest victory, Ney’s brilliant attacks etc. 

Scant praise is given in English language books to Blucher and von Bulow, whose forces determined the out-

come.  Wellington, Orange and their patched-together armies’ heroics will be deservedly told for millennia to 

come and yet there’s far more to the story. As Wellington cracked after the battle, “There’s plenty of glory to 

go around”.  

Vive L’Empereur 

Salut et Fraternite 

Duncan  
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A report on events at Hole Park, by our own 
special correspondent, Mr Chris Oswald, the 
“Gentleman from the Times” 

 

The British Public may be reassured to know that I 
continue to take an interest in and report the story of 
our troops as they continue the struggle against the foul 
frogeaters from across the channel. 

I had thought that the Little Corporal would have 
learned his lesson from the drubbing he has previously 
received from our brave lads. 

It was a matter of incredulity to me that not only do his 
nefarious designs upon this fair land continue, but that 

he had made a repeated attack on the same field of battle as he had done only a 
year ago. 

I received a Warning Order from which I discerned that not only had Napoleon 
yet again invaded our sacred shores, but that he had landed at exactly the same 
place as before and was making his way inland. 

Units had been despatched to confront the invader and from the information 
available to me, it would appear that the forces would again come to face each 
other in the same place as they had done before at Hole Park. 

Such was the threat that appeals had been made to our allies for military support, 
though I did not know whether they would appear in time for the action, nor 
whether they would be in strength or not. I was reassured upon my arrival by the 
sight of artillery units from our German allies. 

However, to my concern, I was advised that the invader had also come in strength 
- no less than seven “belles filles” as Napoleon is wont to call his cannons were 
ranged against our troops. Some of these had been sourced by nefarious means 
beyond my understanding - perhaps bribing our own artillery to become turncoats. 
This epithet’s meaning became only too obvious to me as I saw the artillery troops 
so obtained had removed their British uniforms to avoid recognition. Their 
attempts were in vain as our troops recognised them and poured foul scorn upon 
them for such base betrayal. A firing squad would no doubt attend them upon 
their return if they were so foolish as to attempt to return to their ranks. 

The dire and doleful effect of such terrifying firepower took its dreadful toll of our 
troops as they advanced in the later battle. Canister shot scythed through the 
ranks of our brave troops as they sought to sweep the French from their position. I 
even observed that the dastardly French had been so low as to poison one or two 
rounds with deadly thespian excess and that these had tragically found their 
mark. 

Such glorious sacrifice was at once sad and inspiring yet I am tempted to suggest 

that nothing except a battle lost can be half as melancholy as a battle won, so 
my hope was that deep melancholy would afflict the invaders camp. It certainly 
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seemed to have plagued the minds of the invaders since by the following day defeat 
of the Allied forces was turned to success, presaged by the Almighty with a 
remarkable display of lightning and thunder on the Sunday night. 

Memories of Hole Park. 

Photos © Marguerite Bickers Jones 
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An account of the action in Spain from the 2nd Queens Regiment of Foot 
 

 

Hola Amigos......and welcome home to all my fellow travellers. I hope that you have all arrived home safely, with no 
more unfortunate surprises. 
  
For those that were unfortunate not to have been posted to the peninsular, I feel I must give a brief account of our 
Iberian campaign so we may all remember our fallen. 
  
17

th
 June - Ciudad Rodrigo   

Forlorn Hope (2
nd

 Queens) 1bde 
Richard Pearce. 
Richard Pohle. 
Barry Upton. 
Chris Waller. 
Cpl McCurry. 
Assault team (2

nd
 Queens) 1bde 

Cpl Waller. 
Dave Buckley. 
Andy Unwin. 
Ryan McCurry. 
  
It is here on this day that the above gave a good account of themselves with great bravery and persistence. After hours 
of pre assault practice given by local guides, the Forlorn Hope took on the Lesser breach. The assault took place shortly 
after 18:30. The brigade attacked uphill into a well defended breach lead by the forlorn hope, with covering fire provided 
by the rest of the 2

nd
  attached to the assault team of 1bde in the exhausting 42 degree heat.  After battling our way up 

the counterscarp we started to descend the 16’ high wall into the outer moat. It  is here that we encountered withering 
French fire which sadly caused the fatal wounding of Pte Upton. 
Unaware of this great loss the rest of the forlorn hope went on to successfully scale the 22’ high inner slope with ladder 
and rope and then onto the inner bastions where they met our assault team making good work of ridding the fort of 
Frenchmen by ‘doubling’ at the quick up, and down (several times) catching the French who were surprised by their 
swiftness and stamina. 
I myself remained with Pte Upton, his uniform in tatters, till the end, resisted all his requests to “treat him like Nelson” 
and kiss him, even though the surgeon was abhorrently cruel in his treatment  of such a “common man”. 
It is after this I had learnt that our navel attaché Lieutenant Simmonds had succumbed to a wound he had received in an 
earlier hunting accident and was diagnosed with ‘cellar rot’ by the surgeon. 
  
Alas we may of taken the fort but it had cost us greatly..... 
  
  
18

th
 June – Batalla de Fuentes de Oñoro 

  
After an early reveille, (especially for those who escorted the body of Pvt Upton back to the billets, where they found the 
rest of us mourning his passing). 
We were taken by carriages to the small border town to continue our rout of the fleeing French forces. 
  
The massed British forces collected in the main square to listen to local dignitaries give a blessing with a few hundred 
thousand words, followed by a plethora of anthems and saluting in midday heat. 
It was decided that 1Bde were to perform an outflanking manoeuvre venturing out from the north of the town turning 
easterly to cut off the supply routes to the French rear. 
So we set off through the small streets and out of the town, once here we encountered the River D’ Torones. With 
cartridge boxes on our heads, we forded across and continued onwards through the fields, jumping walls and dodging 
French eyes all with the ghost of ‘El Barry’ following on behind. 
It was here we received our first casualty, For reasons known only to him, bombardier Buckley lost control and 
bayoneted Pvt Pohle in the groin, but it was with great heroism and persistence that Pvt Pohle decided to carry on and 
finish the assault. At this point I feel that Pvt Constance needs a special mention, for wherever we went, Pvt Constance 
followed providing the troops with much needed fresh water, which was desperately needed in the 40 degree heat. 
Swiftly we emerged catching the French guns completely by surprise. After several vicious attacks by 1Bde, (straight 
into the face of the cannon that been quickly brought to bare upon us), we pushed the Frogs back over the bridge and 
denied them the ability to resupply. So with 2Bde advancing rapidly from the town the French were now caught in our 
pincers causing them to surrender. 
  
Victory was ours..... 
  
Cpl McCurry 
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Headquarters 1st (Infantry) Brigade 

Spain 
 

The following is a Dispatch on operations, 

recently conducted by 1st (Infantry) Brigade; in 

the environs of Ciudad Roderigo, Spain. 

 

13th June; The Brigade embarked in 

Portsmouth upon two transports, HMT Baie 

De Seine and HMT Pont Avent, formerly 

French merchant men. 

 

14th June; on landing the Brigade Light 

Companies (51st LI, 68th LI and 2/95th) made a 

forced march to the city of Ciudad Rodrigo 

and encamped in the suburbs and outside the 

city walls, providing a screening force for the 

full investment of the city. 

 

15th June; 51st and 68th LI remained in place, 

detachments from the 2/95th deployed to 

conduct patrols and reconnaissance along the 

banks of the River Coa to the west. Crossing 

points at Barba del Puerco near Puerto Seguro 

and west of the fortress town of Almeida 

were identified. The remainder of the Brigade 

now joined the units in place around Ciudad 

Rodrigo.   The Brigade at this time composed; 

2nd (Queens) Regt, Lt Coy 32nd (Cornwall) Regt, 

51st LI, 68th LI and 2/95th Rifles. the following 

units were detached from the Brigade; 2nd 

Battalion the Coldstream Guards (home duties 

Britain), 33rd Regt – On command Expedition 

to the Low Countries; 5/60th (Recruiting Great 

Britain and Ireland). 

 

16th June; Brigade continues to concentrate 

around Ciudad Rodrigo. A detachment from 

2nd Coy 68th LI was dispatched on command to 

Almeida. 

 
17th June; Orders received that an assault and 

escalade against the city was to be mounted 

that evening. The Brigade is assigned the 42nd 

Royal Highlanders in support of the assault. At 

mid-day, the Brigade paraded along with the 

rest of The Kings Division to be reviewed by 

his Grace the Duke of Wellington. The Division 

now includes a Brigade from the Portugese 

Army. 

 

 

 

Detailed orders for the assault were issued at 

2’30pm. 1st Brigade assigned the assault on 

the secondary breach in the north wall. 2nd 

Brigade to our right will assault the main 

breach, 3rd Brigade to assault the west gate 

near the crossing with the river Agueda. The 

signal to commence the attack was to be the 

firing of a rocket.  
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The Brigade Forlorn Hope was formed from volun-

teers drawn from across the Brigade; 2nd, 

32nd,42nd, 2/95th all contributing. Major Saunders 

the Brigade Major volunteered to command the 

storming party.  

 

A little after 6pm the Brigade formed with the re-

mainder of the Division ready to move of to the as-

sault positions. Wives and sweethearts said fare-

wells, and there were such scenes of heartfelt sor-

row in camp, it would cause even the sternest 

hearts to falter.  

The Divisions deployment was delayed, moving off 

around 7pm. 1st Brigade moved in rear of the Divi-

sion lead by the 42nd Regt and their Pipes and 

drums. The attack commenced once all was in place 

around 7.30pm. The brigade skirmishers were 

thrown forward onto the glacis to provide a cover-

ing fire against the garrison, suppressing the men in 

the entrenchments on the fausse brae and in the 

embrasures on the rampart. 51st LI, 68th LI and 

2/95th supported by Grenadier Coy 2nd Queens and 

Lt Coy 32nd , the 42nd providing a reserve. 

 

The companies on the glacis maintained a brisk 

fire and did good work keeping down the heads of 

the defenders, sufficient to allow the 42nd to 

come forward in a move on the ditch before the 

fire intensified from the city and the whole were 

forced to withdraw. Pte A Walsh of the 68th was 

wounded at this point and rescued under fire by 

Bugler Edwards of 2/95th, which brought much 

cheering from the ranks.  

 

 
 

2nd Brigade and 3rd Brigade had commenced 

their attacks to our right and the forlorn hope 

had commenced its escalade, making their way 

first into the ditch and clearing a way to the 

main breach. I observed that the approach 

across the glacis was difficult due to the steep-

ness of the slope and being swept by fire from 

the walls, and several of the party made the pro-

gress on their hands and knees.  
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The ditch was achieved and the forlorn hope 

pushed on to the main breach. The main detail of 

this attack is covered in a separate report by 

Major Saunders. I will draw to your attention 

that all witnessed Major Saunders of the 11th 

and Riflemen Biggin and Crocker of 2/95th were 

the first to the lip of the breach and into the 

town.   

 

 
 

The possibility of direct approach from our posi-

tion to gain an entry looking unlikely, it was de-

cided that a break in could be made further to 

the left; the Brigade now made a rapid move-

ment in that direction Light Coys leading with 

the 42nd providing covering fire.  

 

 
Entry was made to the main ditch and fausse 

brae and all were cleared in an advance to sup-

port the main breach. This continued till link up 

was made with 2nd Brigade, who by this time had 

their main force in attack at the breach. It was 

at this point Major General Craufurd received a 

musket shot, in what is expected to prove a fatal 

wound. The 42nd now arrived and were thrown 

forward to repel a French sally in the main ditch, 

doing excellent work preventing a move that 

would  

have been retrograde to 2nd Brigade. The light 

companies above them, maintaining a steady fire 

from the fausse brae onto the main ramparts. 

 

 
 

The Brigade now took advantage of a gap in the 

main rampart and gained entry to the city. The 

light companies mounted the main wall walk atop 

the city rampart, at a point just to the rear of 

the cathedral, and commenced clearing along it 

in the direction of the fighting at the main 

breach. The 42nd became detached from the 

rest of the Brigade at this point, and made their 

own way through in the confusion of streets and 

alleys around the Cathedral. The Light Coys, on 

achieving the breach, linked up with the Forlorn 

Hope, Major Saunders having survived, still in 

command.  

 

 
 

With the lead half of the Brigade now on the 

main rampart at the breach, the 42nd now pushed 

into the square between the walls and the cathe-

dral. All was becoming chaos and muddle as units 

and parts of units fought their way into the city 

and French attempted to flee. Eventually with 

the 42nd clearly in position of the square, the 

breech secured and supported and several guns 

having been  
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Minor engagements continued with pockets of 

French fighting on unaware of the surrender. Of 

note was one such engagement involving the Bde 

Light Companies. Whilst securing the main ram-

part west of the great breach, a sudden attack 

was made by troops of the French 34eme who 

had withdrawn into the city in the face of 3rd 

Brigades attack. Finding their withdrawal blocked 

by men from 2nd Queens, 51st & 68th LI; they 

hurled themselves in frantic attack on them. The 

Lt Coys held and were rapidly reinforced by the 

survivors of the Forlorn Hope and 2/95th, Sjt 

Painter of this unit capturing their commanding 

Officer, a splendid fellow who gave up his sword 

and his parole to me.  

 

With the entry of 2nd and 3rd Brigades now into 

the city the affair was decided.  

 
 

The city was now secured, billets assigned to the 

troops and his Grace with many of his staff dined 

in the Moorish Fort formerly the headquarters of 

the French Governor.  

Brigade Casualties in the affair were remarkably 

slight: 

 

Brigade Staff:    
Maj Gen Robert Craufurd (severely wounded) 

Lt Gordon Simmonds RN (injured in preliminary op-

erations). 

2nd Queens: Pte Upton, wounded broken arm, dur-

ing the escalade. 

51st (Yorkshire) LI: Cpl Fleming 

68th (Durham) LI: Pte Walsh A (wounded) , Pte 

Coulthard D 

2/95th (Rifles): Pte Blinkhorne D, Pte Dare R 

42nd Highlanders: Capt Robert Langley and one Pri-

vate (name not known) 

 

I have the honour to be Sir, your obedient servant, 

 

R K Yuill 
Colonel (Bvt), HM 68th (Durham) LI, for Major Gen-

eral Robert Craufurd. 
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 Headquarters 1st (Yuill’s) Brigade  

In the field  

Spain  

Major General Sir Edwin Parker  

Commander British Division  

Ciudad Rodrigo  

Sir  

I have the honour to submit this report on the action of 1st Brigade’s Forlorn Hope in the Lesser Breach during the 

storm of Ciudad Rodrigo on the 18th Instant.  

I was privileged to be given the opportunity to command 1st Brigade’s Forlorn Hope with the assistance of Sergeant 

Obadiah McAustlen of the 42nd Foot. Twenty Volunteers from across the Brigade, including members of 2nd Light 

Battalion KGL plus Major Ring from Army HQ assembled at the foot of the breach. Here we found 2nd Brigade 

already deployed in front of us. After some reorientation with the assistance of Major Ring who led them off, they 

moved to the Right and assaulted the Main Breach.  

A rush by 1st Brigade’s Forlorn Hope up the glacis slope to the foot of the Lesser Breach was successful in spite of 

the precipitous slope and slippery grass. In this we were greatly assisted by the suppressive fire of the 98th Regi-

ment directly to our left. (See attached diagrams)  

Members of the Brigade’s senior Regiment 2nd Queen’s distinguished themselves in finding and reaching the foot of 

the breach first under fire from enemy infantry on the Faussebraye but were quickly down into the outer moat via the 

hay bags. By the time I arrived there were several minor casualties and Private Upton had been severely wounded. 

Corporal McCurry diligently took charge of evacuating the injured thus forgoing his opportunity to reach the city 

and gain promotion but his action none the less deserves your consideration.  

The lesser breach over the Faussebraye was a choke point, with some of 2nd Brigade attempting to climb it in front 

of us; several of these men were redirected to their correct breach. While I led a portion of 1st Brigade’s Forlorn 

Hope up onto the Faussebraye, Sergeant Mc Austlen had found a lightly barricaded Sally port tunnel beneath it 

and directed the balance of the Forlorn Hope through and thus maintained the momentum of the attack. The French 

were, however, waiting and braving heavy enemy fire into the tunnel men of the 95th Rifles and KGL burst into the 

inner moat at the foot of the walls of Ciudad Rodrigo joining those who scaled. In a confused fight Privates  

MacKenzie and Brosch shot down several French marksmen from the walls above, considerably easing the threat of 

being stopped by fire from that quarter. The French were eventually driven out of the second moat by rapidly as-

sembled volley fire enabling the 1st Brigade’s Forlorn Hope to reach the foot of the final part of the Lesser Breach 

from the inner moat up onto the city walls.  

Under orders to coordinate our assault into the city with that of 2nd Brigade, I paused but seeing no evidence of 

their Forlorn Hope in the inner moat to my right and being sure that the storm would fail if 1st Brigade did not act 

alone, after several minutes I ordered the 1st Brigade’s Forlorn Hope forward into the assault of the final portion of 

the breach and to carry the city walls. The resulting rush up the ladders and ramp to the crest was conducted in the 

finest traditions of the service, the dash, bravery and determination displayed by the soldiers of the Brigade’s For-

lorn Hope is of great credit to the men under my command, with Privates Biggin and Crocker of 2nd 95th Rifles 

being the first to reach the crest of the breach and gain the city walls. They were followed immediately by Rifleman 

Malcom of the 3rd 95th  



22 

At the top of the breach hand to hand fighting ensued principally with enemy officers and artillerymen, with other 

members of the Forlorn Hope delivering suppressive fire and fighting as they reached the city walls. Sergeant 

McAustlen drove the men forward and deserves full credit for maintaining the momentum of the storm. Soldiers 

arriving at this stage included, from the 32nd Foot, Privates Dynes and Edwards, who dispatched a fat French-

man and from the Queens, Pearce, Pholey and Waller. The latter soldiers shot the enemy battery commander.  

Fighting their way to the top of the breach, Corporal Law of 3rd 95th Rifles and his detachment added signifi-

cantly to our fire power. Riflemen Malcom and Bradbury amidst cheers (from the audience) captured another 

French gun, while Biggin and Crocker secured and restrained several prisoners who sadly died (reasons unknown).  

Having secured the Lesser Breach, we were soon under mounting pressure from the left by a formed body of enemy 

but fire from rifle and musket kept them at bay for some time until we were in danger of being overwhelmed. The 

timely arrival of Colonel Yuill and the balance of 1st Brigade behind the enemy saved us from being overwhelmed and 

served to secure the Breach and city for the Army.  

In subsequent action the Forlorn Hope followed in support the Brigade’s main body as they saw off a vicious counter 

attack by their old enemy 34me Regimente from the right, the commander of which was gracefully forced to surrender 

to Colonel Yuill.  

Throughout the storm Mrs Biggin performed extraordinary service in keeping up with the detachment in the most 

difficult circumstances, finding her way through the moats and walls to water the troops.  

The Forlorn Hope was now dismissed to their battalions and the Brigade as a whole marched back to camp through 

the city in the finest of style knowing that it was THEY who had successfully stormed Ciudad Rodrigo. Only later 

were we able to toast our success with General Barrie’s fine French wine in the Moorish Castle until late in the eve-

ning.  

I have the honour to be,  

Sir  

Your humble an obedient servant  

Tim Saunders  

Major of Brigade  

1st Brigade  
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Editor’s note: 

Thank you Tim and 

Rob for these 

detailed reports 

from what was a 

fantastic event, even 

if a little warm at 

times....  Tim’s 

diagram opposite 

clearly shows the 

enormity of the task 

of getting into 

Cuidad Rodrigo, both 

for our own people 

and also for 

Wellington’s army 

200 years ago. The 

Glacis was well 

named - anyone on 

authentic leather 

soled boots was in 

grave danger of 

slipping and falling - 

as some of us did. This picture shows the Forlorn Hope preparing to climb from the Inner Moat into the city. 

Photo by Kate Lobb. 
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Headquarters 1st (Infantry) Brigade 

In the Field, Spain 
 

A Dispatch on recent operations conducted by 1st 

(Infantry) Brigade at Fuentes De Onoro, on the Span-

ish Portuguese frontier. 

 

17th June; on conclusion of operations at Ciudad Rod-

rigo, The Brigade received orders to march for the 

frontier with Portugal where it was reported a 

French force was attempting to cut our lines of com-

munication back into that country. The 42nd were de-

tached back to their parent Brigade, 3rd Brigade un-

der Major General MacDonald. 3/95th were now at-

tached to the Brigade. 

 

18th June; on arrival at Fuentes, the brigade made use 

of some of the rude huts and houses to rest and shel-

ter from the sun. 

 
 

We observed the arrival of many French guns as the 

remainder of Kings Division came up. When the divi-

sion was formed, we were received handsomely by the 

Mayor who reviewed the Division accompanied by His 

Grace Duke of Wellington and the general Officer 

Commanding. During the conduct of this review word 

was received that a French force was seen moving 

towards our position from the east.  

The Division deployed. 3rd Brigade much strengthened 

with a Portuguese battalion and the return of the 42nd 

were given the key task of holding the heights and the 

position of the church and main square, support by the 

Portuguese. 2nd Brigade were to hold the key cross 

road at the base of the hill and the approaches to the 

hill. 1st Brigade were tasked to conduct a left flanking 

movement intended to strike the enemy unawares in 

the rear.  

 

1st Brigade received in-

telligence from local 

guides that the French 

had established a de-

fended position in the 

vicinity of the bull ring 

and chapel east of the 

Don Casas River. We 

aimed to strike here. The 

Brigade was to move in-

dependently, so in accor-

dance with His Grace’s 

General Orders, we 

stepped off leading with Rifles. 2/95th formed a van-

guard, 51st & 68th LI followed by 2nd Queens, 32nd 

Cornwall comprised the main body and 3/95th a rear 

guard.  

The Brigade advanced through the narrow streets to 

the North edge of the village. There was a brief ex-

change of fire with some French cavalry scouts when 

we were then joined by a local guide. Progress was 

made towards the Don Casas and a suitable point to 

cross identified. With 2/95th securing the fording 

point, the main body pushed through to a grove of 

trees, and 3rd/95th moved on through to take on the 

task of advance guard. The progress was difficult as 

there were a number of field boundary walls to be ne-

gotiated but with only marginal delay we found our-

selves within sight of the bull ring and behind the en-

emy, who at this instant were all firmly facing the 

main British force to our west. 

3/95th proved a route up to the objective, and found 

the French had moved west of the position itself and 

were on the main fording point on the river. I quickly 

advanced the 3/95th to engage the French guns and 

infantry immediately to our front whilst rapidly bring-

ing the Brigade main body onto the road and commenc-

ing an advance. 2/95th now formed the reserve. I or-

dered them to clear through the position of the bull  
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ring and then come down on the flank of the enemy 

battery along the banks of the river. The French gun-

ners were quick to react turning their guns about on us, 

but we were thankfully spared the worst effects as 

their guns were still aimed high and most shot flew 

over us or into the walls either side. The main body now 

commenced a series of advances and firings by company 

and platoon gaining ground along the road towards the 

fording point. 3/95th formed a flank guard to the right 

and 2/95th a guard on the left having silenced the 

three guns on that side. The few infantry that faced us 

were no match for the fighting spirit of the 68th and 

51st and we quickly drove into them as we could see si-

multaneously the forward detachments of 2nd Brigade 

coming on to them from the other side of the river.  

 

Caught between the two Brigades the remaining French 

to our front attempted to form square and then called 

for a parley. No sooner had this been concluded, when 

his Grace the Duke road up to me and informed me they 

had agreed to surrender. At which point the face of 

the enemy square to our front engaged with a desultory 

fire towards the Brigade. This flagrant breach of the 

articles of war was now met, by my order with a crush-

ing disciplined volley, and I began to advance the bri-

gade to finish off these miserable fellows who had 

fired on us from under a flag of truce. The Main body 

fired and advanced again. 2/95th moved through to the 

front and fired again and then we were close enough to 

fall upon them. A number of enemy colours were seen in 

the square and at least one Eagle and one National flag 

were taken by the Brigade, though the eagle was even-

tually allowed to retire with the honours of war. The 

National Colour was seized by Cpl Fleming of the 51st 

Light Infantry ably assisted by Ptes Patterson and 

Walsh S of 68th LI. (This colour has since been send 

back to England by packet as trophy of war).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I regret that little quarter was given by the Brigade 

who had their blood up as the result of having been 

treacherously fired upon from under a flag of truce, 

and it was all that I and the other officers could do to 

hold them back from excess. The French square was 

broken and with our cavalry coming up along the river 

road from the North and 2nd Brigade closing in from 

the west, the affair was concluded with the French 

withdrawing, leaving many dead wounded and prisoner 

behind.  

 

Exhausted from the heat and privations of the day, the 

Brigade rested in place, before receiving orders to 

march back to Ciudad Rodrigo and more established 

quartering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On reaching Ciudad, the Brigade was dismissed to bil-

lets to rest and recuperate. Having only been engaged 

for a short but furious time, the greater part of the 

action having been spent in the advance and manoeuvre, 

casualties for the Brigade were slight.  

 

I have the honour to be Sir, your obedient servant, 

 

R K Yuill 
Colonel (Bvt), Major HM 68th (Durham) LI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.B. These last three dispatches are the ones referred 

to in Gen. Parker’s report on page 4. 
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Battle Proms 2017 

From all accounts this was a good series of events, and well attended by NA 
members, despite the inclement weather at some of them. Your editor was 
present at Blenheim and Highclere and here are some images taken there. 

These photos were taken by Lynn Holmes at Blenheim. They show that 

despite the rain we all had a good time, and were able to present a 

good display to the public, even if we were situated behind the 

gazebos and no-one mentioned the NA at all before the firing 

commenced. 

Representatives of the 2nd Queen’s, 4th Kings Own and  44th were 

firing, along with the 45eme and 3eme Artillerie de Ligne. 

Left: Mrs Sarah Smith with baby James Smith of the Prussian 

Landwehr. 
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The “show tents” on display from 2nd 

Queen’s Regt., 

 and 3rd Foot Guards, 

Showing how effective the new bat-

tery candles and lanterns are to illumi-

nate the interiors safely, whilst still 

using the real candle lanterns outside. 

 

All photos © Lynn Holmes 
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Highclere Battle Prom 2017 
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Firers from the 42nd and others joined the 

3rd 95th Rifles at Highclere to present a 

spectacular display as can be seen from 

these pictures by William and Marguerite 

Bickers Jones. The 3rd Foot Guards again 

supplied a promenade group and the usual 

display of lights thanks to Col. Lobb. 

Thanks to Lisa Stanhope the NA received a  

well deserved plug before the firing 

commenced. 

Below: Looks like Jerry has converted 

the ensign into a wand and is sending up 

sparks..... 
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A Musical Evening at Highclere Castle 
On Saturday  last I travelled with the gentleman who was to take the 
instant pictures to Highclere Castle in the county of Hampshire, 
where I was required to attend upon my lady who in her kindness 
was gracing a promenade concert for the benefit of our dear wounded 
soldiers  from the recent battles in many and varied lands. 
We left the lodgings near Portsmouth in the late morning, and were 
fortunate that we managed to pack the carriage without getting 
anything wet for there had only just ended a thunderstorm.  
Travelling by way of Horndean and Warnford before taking the steep 
hill over Wheely Down to Winchester, we then took the road through 
Whitchurch and Litchfield and on to Highclere.  On arrival we were 
forced to stay in the carriage for some period as there was 
considerable thunder and lightning and tremendous rain. 
The tent had been pitched and  was soon populated with tables and 
chairs and all the things that are necessary for the comforts of a 
nights stay under canvass.  After helping my lady to change into her 
promenade dress I was required to find a supply of fresh water, this 
was at some distance up the field, with many men doing duty as 
guards standing near the well, at first I was a little apprehensive but 
though they were roughly dressed they were polite and asked if they 
could carry the water for me.  I declined for I did not think it proper. 
At nearly four of the clock the gates to the park were opened and the 
general populous who had procured tickets were allowed in so they 
could set up their picnic sites, and arrange themselves comfortably so 
as to enjoy the entertainments of the evening.  There was a vast 
crowd of people but we were not intruded on as a fence had been so 
placed as to keep them at a nice distance. 
My lady's guests enjoyed a most refreshing cup of tea, then took a 
promenade through the crowds, who were most well behaved, to 
watch a display by various cavalry  regiments of 'skill at arms'.  
cabbages.  A display of riding skills now was shown each in their turn 
jumped one pair of lances held low, ducked under the next pair held 
high and jumped the third, after which small brush fences were then 
set up and the riders came down the line at a canter jumping the 
fences and popping the inflated bladders that had been hung on poles 
either side of the fence with their swords.  Came next the most 
exciting part, tent pegging. A line of tent pegs were set into the 
ground, each in their turn raced down the line as fast as they dared 
and with a lance stabbed a peg lifting it from the ground.  Some of 
these gallant  
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men then caused the pegs to be set on fire and with wonderful skill and 
daring repeated their run at the gallop. 
The horses began to get  rather over excited  at this, the bucking by 
several gave their riders some very uncomfortable moments much to 
the delight of the crowds that had gathered to watch and give 
encouragement. There was much applause at the end. 
 A splendid repast of cold chicken, various meats, pies and scotch eggs, 
also salads of different varieties was then served. Several bottles of 
wine and ale were also consumed.  The meal was concluded with cakes, 
fruit flans and other sweet treats. 
As we waited for the main musical entertainments there occurred 
something of the most alarming nature. This strange mechanical bird 
flew above us, it dived and soared in a most terrifying manner, though 
very graceful  I was sure it would fall from the sky killing many of the 
poor people that were gathered, though they seemed much fascinated 
by this monstrous but wonderful sight.  The gentlemen of our party 
tried to assure us that it was quite safe, they called it a 'Spitfire', I 
confess I was sore afraid and left off my washing of the dishes and hid 
in the tent. 
Much more to my taste and understanding before the light faded we 
had the delight of the mounted soldiers again displaying their 
horsemanship with a musical ride. It was most skilful and artistic. 
We were much entertained by a young lady, who had the most lovely 
voice, singing popular songs by the great composers also by some most 
stirring music played by the  New English Concert Orchestra pieces by 
Beethoven and  Tchaikovsky with the additional embellishment of the 
firing of rifles by the  3rd/95th, they were so close to the tent that one 
was concerned that a piece spent cartridge might catch the canvas 
alight.  In the field there were fired cannon. There was also the playing 
of the bagpipes by a loan piper, who I believe raises vast sums of 
money in the aid of his fellows who have suffered. 
During the intermission Mrs Lisa Stanhope gave a most interesting 
talk about the Napoleonic Association 
The evening was concluded with communal singing, which the crowds 
joined with most heartedly.  It was nearly eleven of the clock when I 
was at last dismissed by my lady and we took the carriage back home 
in the bright light of the full moon. 
 
My Lady's Companion. 
(Mrs Marguerite Bickers Jones - 3rd Foot Guards) 
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NA WINTER PARTY 2018 
Please note: The AGM will be in April 2018 so this will just be a fun event 

All welcome 
Officers - Soldiers – Ladies  

Civilians or guerillas 

(Please Note: no hobnails or firearms) 

 

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Date: …………………………………….. 

 

Name: ……………………………………… (Print).  NA Membership no. (If appropriate) ……………………… 

Address:   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

     

Please reserve …….. tickets for the ball                   Total cost of tickets …………………………… 

      (Members £33 – Non members £38) 

 

I enclose a deposit of ………………… (£5 per ticket). Remainder of money must be received by October 31st 

 
Please make cheques payable to Mrs A G Monks and post with this slip to 57 Station Road, Southminster, Essex 

CM0 7EW. (Please write name, address, NA membership number and number of tickets on reverse of cheque. 

Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope with your order. (No envelope – tickets will 

be withheld until envelope received) 

Date: Saturday January 20th 6:00 p.m. to Midnight 
Venue: Fanhams Hotel, Ware, Herts, SG12 7PZ 
Food: 2 course buffet dinner included (reasonable bar prices) 
Dancing: Dancing to the Austen Allegros. Simple country dances will alternate 

with more complicated Regency dances. Plenty of dancing for 

beginners and experts alike and masses of space for everyone to dance 
Prices Members £33.00 Priority booking available until October 29th) 
  Non members £38.00  (only available from October 31st 2017) 
Hotel 

Rooms: 
Double rooms available from £75.00. 
This special rate has been agreed with the hotel but please book as 

soon as possible. 
Please contact Natalia Golba at the hotel on: 01920 460511 
Or email at natalia.golba@exclusive.co.uk 
Mention the Napoleonic Association to obtain this special price 

Tickets: To reserve tickets initially please email: 

Antoinette.monks@btinternet.com 

A deposit of £5 per ticket will hold your tickets.  

Total cost MUST be received by October 31st 2017 (members) and 

November 30th 2017 (non-members) 

mailto:Antoinette.monks@btinternet.com
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And Finally.... 

 

The Legion d’Honneur 

 

On 6th June, D-Day, I was present at a ceremony at the National Arboritum which linked my 

family with an award originally instigated by Napoleon himself. 

My father, Pat Constance, is a D-Day veteran (Royal Signals) and along with 16 other veterans, 

all in their 90’s, he was presented with the Legion d’Honneur medal acknowledging their service 

to France in helping to liberate them during the D-Day landings and afterwards. 

The picture shows him being presented with the medal by 

the Honorary French Consul for the West Midlands. 

Words and pictures by Kate Lobb. 

This is the legion’d’Honneur medal on display at Le 

Caillou in Belgium, which I saw when I was staying at 

Hougoumont earlier this year. It is exactly the same 

as the medal my father has been presented with - so 

I can now say that my family have a direct link to the 

events which shape our interest in the Napoleonic 

period. 

Bring and Buy Sales 2017 

 

This year we organised Bring and Buy events at the AGM, Ickworth and Hole Park. 

The total takings came to well over £1000 overall and I am very pleased to announce that the 

donation sent to the Army Benevolent Fund this year amounts to £363.  Well done and thank 

you everyone for supporting us. 
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www.napoleonicassociation.org 

 Mackerel Sky and Sunset at Chalke Valley 

Images from Saturday 1st July showing the beautiful valley location of 

the Napoleonic camp.  Photo © William Bickers Jones 


